Mordechai 
to  run 
in  Likud 
primary; 
Shamir 
to  retire 

SARAH  HONKS 

MAJ.-GEN.  (res.)  Yitzhak  Mor¬ 
dechai  has  derided  to  ran  in  the 
Likud  primary,  but  former  prime 
minister  Yitzhak  Shamir  and  MK 
Moshe  Nissim  have  dedded  it  is 
time  to  retire.  . 

These  are  only  a  few  of  die 
developments  which  became  ap¬ 
parent  last  night  as  the  Likud  fist 
of  primary  candidates  was  finally 
closed. 

In  all,  over  100  candidates  paid 
the  NZS  5,000  registration  lee,  of 
whom  7S  are  MKr .  The  primary 
is  scheduled  for  March  26. 

Just  minutes  before  t^e  6  p.m. 
deadline,  a  private  messenger  de¬ 
livered  registration  forms  sent  in 
by  Mordechai.  The  envelope  in¬ 
cluded  two  sets  of  forms  -  one 
making  Mordechai  a  Likud  mem¬ 
ber,  the  other  comprising  the  pri¬ 
mary  forms. 

Mordechai  did  not  come  to  Li¬ 
kud  headquarters  at  Metzndat 
Ze’ev  and  declined  all  comment 
yesterday.  He  is  expected  to 
make  his  formal  announcement 
tonight  on  Channel  l’s  Moked 
program. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


as  talks 
with  Syria 

begin  today 
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Workers  display  a  just-completed  segment  of  the  RamaPah  bypass  road  yesterday. 


(Brian  Headier) 
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THE  IDF  closed  Ramallah  to 
Israelis  last  night  in  advance  of 
its  schednled  withdrawal  today, 
a  day  ahead  of  schedule;  Vehi¬ 
cles  are  being  diverted  onto  a 
new  bypass  road,  two  segments 
of  which  opened  yesterday. 

Hie  new  road  wifi  enable  ac¬ 
cess  to  and  from  Samaria  with¬ 
out  passing  through  Ramallah 
and  AI-Bireh. 

The  first  segment  leads  from 
Jerusalem  to  die  settlements  of 
Kochav  -  Ya’acov  and  Psagot. 
The  second  goes  from  Bert  El  to 
the  Alon  Road  and  then  to  Jeru¬ 
salem.  Another  segment  of  the 
road,  linking  Ofra  with  the  Alon 
Road,  is  still  under 
construction. 

“The  bypass  roads  are  not 
roads  against  terror/’  OC  Cen¬ 
tral  Command  Maj.-Gen-  Dan 
Biran  said  at  the  opening  of  the 
road  at  Psagot.  “We  are  all  obli¬ 
gated  to  continue  the  fight 
against  tenor.  The  bypass  rends 
have  one  main  goal:  ensuring 
daily  life.  That  is  to  say,  a  moth¬ 
er  sends  her  children  to  school 
on  a  road  that  does  not  necesri- 
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tah?  approval  from  the  other 
side  [the  Palestinian  Authority], 
and  the  same  goes  for  the  moth¬ 
er  or  tether  when  they  go  to 
work.”  •  • 

Deputy  Defense  Minister  On 
Orr  said  the  bypass  roads  repre¬ 
sent  a  conception  of  “separation 
that  wifi  make  it  possible  to  live 
together.”  He  stressed  that  the 
roads  are  to  save  Arabs  as  well 
as  dews;  a-  concern  echoed  by¬ 
settlement  leaders,  who  are  con¬ 
cerned  that  if  Palestinians  do 
not  use  the  roads,  travelers  on 
them  could  become  easy  targets 
for  terrorists. 

According  to  Orr,  the  bypass 
roads  are  “not  solutions  to  ter¬ 
ror;  they  give  a  better  feeling  to 
residents.  But  for  those  who 
want  to  engage  in  terror,  a  by¬ 
pass  road  or  a  fence  will  not 
stand  in  their  way.” 

Psagot  overlooks  Al-Bireh 
and  at  one  point  is  just  a  few 
hundred  meters  away.  Since  its 
establishment  in  1981,  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  this  settlement  have 


driven  through  the  side  streets 
of  Al-Bireh  to  get  to  and  from 
their  homes,  and  have  suffered 
innumerable  rock,  firebomb, 
and  shooting  attacks.  - 

The  new,  1 5-kilometer  roads 
to  Beit  El  and  Psagot  begin  just 
below  Jerusalem’s  Pisgat  Ze’ev 
neighborhood.  Residents  of 
Psagot  and  Kochav  Ya’acov 
have  been,  using  their  new  road 
for  sev  -ralwceks,  while  tbe  Beit 
El  segment  was  completed 
yesterday. 

Last  month,  Uzi  Nevo,  of  Ko¬ 
chav  Ya’acov,  was  shot  and  seri¬ 
ously  wounded  while  driving 
through  Al-Bireh  on  the  way  to 
Jerusalem,  a  route  that  is  now 
bypassed. 

Binyamin  Regional  Council 
headPinhas  Wallexstexn  said  the 
roads  wifi  enable  Jewish  resi¬ 
dents  to  live  a  more  normal  life, 
and  no  longer  feel  a  need  to 
wear  bulletproof  vests  when 
driving  to  Jerusalem. 

Nevertheless,  Wallerstein 
said,  the  roads  “invite  attacks. 


There  should  be  no  illusions:  by¬ 
pass  roads  do  not  ensure  securi¬ 
ty,  they  only  ensure  who  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  security  on  tbe 
bypass  roads.” 

Wafieistein,  who  only  a  few 
months  ago  threatened  to  sboot 
Palestinian  policemen  if  they 
stopped  him  while  driving  in  Ra- 
mailah,  said  he  is  ready  to  meet 
with  the  mayor  of  that  city  and 
discuss  matters  of  common 
concern. 

-■-?  In  Judea  yesterday,  cheers  in¬ 
stead  of  jeers  accompanied  Is¬ 
raeli  border  policemen  as  they 
prepared  to  make  way  for  310 
Palestinian  policemen  who 
moved  into  police  stations  in 
five  large  villages  near  Hebron. 

Although  Hebron  remains 
under  IDF  control  for  three 
more  months,  residents  treated 
the  occasion  as  a  liberation,  dis¬ 
tributing  flowers  and  applaud¬ 
ing.  In  Dahariyeh,  people 
climbed  all  over  the  prison,  as 
they  did  when  the  IDF  withdrew 
from  Jenin,  Nablus,  and 
Tulkarm. 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Arafat  has  editor  arrested  over  slight 


AN  Al-Quds  editor  was  detained 
by  order  of  Palestinian  Authority 
Chairman  Yasser  Arafat  and  tak¬ 
en  to  Jericho  for  questioning,  be¬ 
cause  of  his  handling  of  the  east¬ 
ern  Jerusalem  newspaper’s 
Christmas  story,  Palestinian 
sources  said. 

Editor  Maher  Alameh  was  ar¬ 
rested  by  Palestinian  Preventive 
Security  agents  on  Monday,  the 
sources  said.  As  of  last  night  he 
was  still  being  held,  although 
family  members  believed  his  re¬ 
lease  was  imminent. 

Marwan  Abu  Zalaf,  the  news¬ 
paper’s  owner,  went  to  Jericho 
yesterday  afternoon  to  find  oat 
about  Alameh’s  well-being.  He 
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said  Alameh’s  wife  had  become 
concerned  when  he  did  not  return 
home  Monday. 

Zalaf  declined  to  comment  on 
the  incident  before  going  to  Jeri¬ 
cho,  and  afterwards  could  not'  be 
readied.  One  source  said  Ala- 
meh  was  released  after  Zalaf s 
visit,  but  this  could  not  be 
confirmed. 

Arafat  was  angry  that  Alameh,. 
tbe  senior  editor  Christmas  eve, 
<fid  not  put  on  the  front  page  a 
story  comparing  the  PA  chair¬ 
man’s  relations  with  the  Christian 
community  to  those  of  the  sev¬ 
enth  century  Arab  conqueror 


Omar  el-Khattab,  the  sources 
said. 

Preventive  Security  agents  on 
Monday  asked  Alameh  to  come 
to  Jericho  for  questioning,  but  he 
refused,  the  sources  said.  The 
agents  then  forcibly  took  him 
there,  they  added. 

“Arafat’s  trying  to  interfere 
with  our  newspaper  is  nothing 
new,  but-  this  time  he  has  gone 
too  ter,”  said  one  Al-Quds  jour¬ 
nalist,  who  asked  not  to  be 
identified. 

Al-Quds,  die  mostly  widely 
distributed  Arabic-1  anguage 
newspaper  in  tbe  region,  was 
dosed  for  a  short  period  earlier 
this  year  by  Arafat. 


Court-martial  for  commander 
over  misrule  of  IDF  prison 
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THE  commander  of  hfifitaiyPris- 
cm  No.  4  wffl  be  court-martialed  by 
Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  Maj.-Gen. 
Matan  Vflna’L,  and  two  company 
commanders  wfll  leave  the  IDF, 
following  an  investigation  into  the 
nmntngof  the  prison.  OCMffitaiy 
Fofice  Brig. -Gen.  Nxram  Goldb¬ 
lum  announced  this  yesterday  as 
be  gave  a  report  on  the  subject  to 
the  Knesset  Foreign  Affairs  and 
Defease  Committee. 

Media  reports  on  tbe  prison 
spoke  of  detainees  being  hdd  for 
weeks  without  trial  alongside  con¬ 


victed  sokfiere,  physical  abuse  and 
humiliations  inflicted  by  prison 
commanders,  and  poor  conditions. 

Gokfttom  said  there will  be  more 
supervision  of  Military  Police 
courses,  which  win  be  updated. 

No  problems  have  been  noted  at 
the  p^on  since  the  recent  expose 
and  investigation,  according  to 
Chief  of  Staff  Lt-Gen.  Anmon 
T  ipkin-Shatiak.  “We  are  -faUeing 
about  failings  which  go  beyond  tbe 
command  level  at  the  prison  and 
we  are  examining  the  matter,” 
ShahaV  said. 


ON  the  eve  of  resumption  of 
the  peace  talks  with  Syria, 
Prime  Minister  Shimon  Peres 
said  yesterday  he  has  high  ex¬ 
pectations  and  is  pleased  with 
the  tone  emanating  from 
Damascus. 

“We  have  never  had  better 
music  from  the  North  [Syria] 
than  we  have  now,"  Peres 
said,  during  a  meeting  with 
Christian  dignitaries  in  Haifa. 

“I  hope  this  [atmosphere]  will 
continue  and  improve.  It’s  not 
peace  itself  yet  ...  but  die  tone 
sets  the  marie.  We  will  continue 
to  work  and  hold  serious 
negotiations. 

“We  know  that  Syria  has  many 
problems.  We  also  have  many 
problems,  but  we  want  to  create 
peace,  which  wifi  meet  die  inter¬ 
ests  of  both  countries,  not  just 
one,  and  which  win  give  security 
and  water  to  residents  of  bote 
Israel  and  Syria. 

“We  don’t  want  to  do  in  peace 
what  is  done  in  war.  In  war,  one 
country  tries  to  defeat  the  other. 
In  peace,  one  country  tries  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  other,*’  said  Peres. 

The  prime  minister  stressed 
that  Israel  has:  no  territorial 
claims  whatsoever  in  Lebanon. 
He  maintained  that  an  indepen¬ 
dent  and  stable  Lebanon  would 
be  the  best  of  neighbors. 

Peres,  who  was  hosted  by  Hai¬ 
fa  Mayor  Amram  Mitzna  during 
his  day-long  visit  to  tbe  city,  also 
addressed  a  special  meeting  of 
the  city  council  and  local 
dignitaries. 

Later,  in  a  questi  on-and-an- 
swer  session  with  high  school  pu¬ 
pils,  Peres  was  asked  why  the 
government  appeared  to  be  in  a 
hurry  to  reach  an  agreement  with 
Syria. 


In  reply,  the  prime  minister 
said  the  tempo  of  tbe  negotia¬ 
tions  until  now  had  been  very 
slow,  and  that  new,  innovative - 
solutions  are  needed. 

“Both  Yitzhak  Rabin,  tbe  cap¬ 
tain  of  peace,  and  myself  thought 
we  are  both  experienced  people, 
and  that  it  was  onr  duty  to  you 
[the  youth]  to  make  all  the  diffi¬ 
cult  and  unpopular  decisions  ... 
because  we  thought  that  if  we 
didn’t,  nobody  would,”  said 
Peres. 

He  noted  that  peace  talks  with 
Syria  could  be  dragged  out  for 
another  10  years,  but  “more  peo¬ 
ple  will  tell  and  others  will  be 
killed.” 

Peres  maintained  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  is  neither  acting  hastily, 
nor  wasting  time.  In  the  end,  nei¬ 
ther  Syria  nor  Israel  would  be 
able  to  escape  having  to  make 
very  difficult  decisions,  he  added. 

The  talks,  which  open  today, 
will  be  held  for  three  days  at  the 
Wye  River  Conference  Center, 
just  east  of  Maryland’s  capital  of 
Annapolis. 

Israeli,  Syrian,  and  US  negoti¬ 
ators  will  be  quartered  day  and 
night  at  the  site,  to  enable  discus¬ 
sions  to  take  place  at  any  time. 

An  Israeli  official  said  he  ex¬ 
pects  the  US  to  play  a  very  active 
role  during  tire  talks,  and.  that, 
“If  the  Americans  want  to  pre¬ 
sent  bridging  proposals,  we  won’t 
oppose  ft.” 

A  senior  US  official  said  the 
new  setting  for  die  talks,  which  is 
meant  to  lend  an  air  of  informal¬ 
ity,  is  worth  trying,  given  the  fact 
that  “we  had  reached  a  procedur¬ 
al  impasse”  using  other  modes  of 
negotiating. 

“You  can’t  force  [peace],” 
peace  process  coordinator  Uri 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Burg:  Agency  could  quickly 
resettle  Golan  residents 

BATSHEVA  TSUR 

THE  Jewish  Agency  could  resettle  Golan  residents  “within  weeks” 
now  that  the  Treasury  has  decided  to  boost  the  World  Zionist  Organi¬ 
zation’s  Settlement  Division  budget  by  15%,  agency  chairman  Avra- 
ham  Burg  said  yesterday. 

On  a  tour  of  the  Jordan  Valley,  Burg  said  that  if  the  government 
dedded  to  evacuate  the  Golan  Heights,  the  agency  would  be  able  to 
resettle  foe  residents  within  a  shot!  time,  “months  or  even  weeks.” 

According  to  tbe  agency  spokesman.  Burg  stressed  the  agency  “had 
not  received  any  requests  to  this  effect  from  any  side  and  the  agency 
would  not  take  any  steps  that  would  create  facts  or  jeopardize  load’s 
bargaining  position.” 

The  Treasury’s  additional  allocation  to  the  Settlement  Department  - 
which  handles  settlements  on  the  Golan,  in  the  Jordan  Valley,  and  in 
the  Dead  Sea  area  -  brings  the  dmaou's  budget  to  a  total  of  N1S  140 
minion  for  fiscal  1996. 

Burg  yesterday  promised  that  some  NIS30-40m.  of  the  money 
would-  be  allocated  for  the  Golan  settlements,  saying  they  have  to  be 
kept  viable  in  the  interim  period. 


Take  the  shortest  route  from  Israel  to 
South  America  -  go  IBERIA  via  SPAIN. 

IBERIA  has  more  flights  from  Europe  to  Mexico,  Buenos  Aires,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  Sao  Paulo.  After  flying  one 
of  IBERIA 's  new  Boeing  757's  to  Spam,  you  ’ll  discover  that  Spain  to  South  America  is  a  much  shorter,  much 

more  comfortable  journey  than  you  thought 

Flying  IBERIA,  you  just  change  planes,  arriving  in  South  America  in  the  greatest  comfort. 

m  rnm  pigl  J  JS  Buenos  Aires  a  Montevideo  m  Rio  de  Janeiro  m  Sao  Paulo  m  Santiago 

Central  America  &  the  Caribbean  a  Los  Angeles  a  New  York  a  Miami  a  Montreal  a  Tokyo 
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Merom  to  Peres:  State 
the  price  we  are  prepared 
to  pay  for  peace  with  Syria 
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“THE  time  has  come  to  tell  the 
people  wbat  the  principles  be¬ 
hind  the  negotiations  with  Syria 
and  Lebanon  are  and  what  is  the 
price  we  are  prepared  to  pay,” 
Knesset  Foreign  Affairs  and  De¬ 
fense  Committee  chairman  Hag- 
gai  Merom  said  yesterday. 

Speaking  to  Knesset  report¬ 
ers,  Merom  outlined  his  ideas 
for  negotiations  with  Syria, 
which  be  said  be  had  detailed  in 
a  letter  to  Prime  Minister  Shi¬ 
mon  Peres. 

Merom  proposed  formulating 
a  declaration  of  principles  with 
Syria  within  the  next  three 
months,  to  be  signed  by  Peres 
and  Syrian  President  Hafez  As¬ 
sad  and  sealed  with  a  hand¬ 
shake.  The  agreement  would 
then  be  brought  before  the  peo¬ 
ple  through  either  a  referendum 
or  new  elections. 

In  the  second  phase  of  his 
plan,  a  detailed  agreement 
could  then  be  drawn  up,  Merom 
said. 

He  suggested  that  Israel  an¬ 
nounce  it  recognizes  Syrian  sov¬ 
ereignty  over  the  Golan  Heights 
and  agree  to  a  withdrawal  within 
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two  years  from  the  date  the 
agreement  is  signed. 

The  withdrawal  should  be  to 
the  1949  international  border, 
not  the  1967  borders,  he  said. 

The  US  would  act  as  guaran¬ 
tor  and  supervise  the  implemen¬ 
tation  of  the  agreement. 

Conditions  for  the  withdrawal 
should  include:  complete  disar¬ 
mament  in  the  Golan  Heights;  a 
reduction  in  Syrian  forces  and 
their  redeployment  to  avoid  the 
possibility  of  surprise  attacks;  en¬ 
suring  water  sources  for  Israel; 
full  normalization,  open  borders 
and  diplomatic  relations;  a  Syrian 
promise  to  completely  stop  sup¬ 
porting  terror  and  terrorist  orga¬ 
nizations;  the  establishment  of 
satellite,  aerial  and  ground  early- 
warning  procedures;  and  the 
placement  of  a  multinational 
force  to  supervise  the  implemen¬ 
tation  of  the  agreement. 

Merom  said  the  principle  of 
mutuality  in  security  arrange¬ 
ments  should  not  mean  com¬ 
plete  symmetry. 

He  also  proposed  establishing 


a  Middle  East  Union  to  deter¬ 
mine  and  promote  regional  de¬ 
velopment,  on  the  model  of  the 
European  Union. 

An  agreement  with  Lebanon 
would  be  signed  simultaneously 
with  the  Syrian  agreement.  It 
would  have  to  be  based  ou  the 
total  cessation  of  terror  activi¬ 
ties  from  Lebanon  and  attacks 
on  the.  Galilee  area.  In  return, 
Israel  should  withdraw  from 
south  Lebanon,  be  said. 

Residents  evacuated  from  the 
Golan  should  receive  compen¬ 
sation  in  the  manner  granted  to 
residents  who  evacuated  the  Si¬ 
nai;  Druse  villagers  with  Israeli 
citizenship  would  also  be  eligi¬ 
ble  for  compensation  and  relo¬ 
cation  in  Israel. 

Merom  insisted  his  ideas  are 
not  a  “trial  balloon,”  saying  he 
had  not  consulted  with  Peres  or 
any  of  his  aides  before  announc¬ 
ing  them. 

Merom  rejected  the  possibili¬ 
ty  that  his  document  could 
weaken  Israel's  position  at  the 
talks  opening  today  in  the  US, 
saying  “the  price  is  already  well 
known  to  everyone.” 


Knesset  Speaker  Sfaevah  Weiss  (foreground)  donates  blood  as  Deputy  Minister  of  Construction  and  Housing  Alex  GoM&rb 
waits  Ms  turn  yesterday,  in  response  to  a  severe  blood  shortage  announced  by  Magen  David  Adorn.  Healthy  people  with 
any  blood  type  are  »dr«i  to  donate  during  a  special  three-day  national  blood-collection  campaign,  which  begins  today. 
MDA  branches  in  Jerusalem,  Tel  Aviv,  and  Haifa,  and  the  national  blood  center,  at  Tel  Hashomer,  will  be  open  today 
and  tomorrow  between  8  a-m.  and  8  p.m.  and  from  8:30  a.m.  to  12^30  p.m.  on  Friday.  For  details  call  177-022-5911.  All 
donors  receive  a  year’s  blood  Insurance  for  themselves  and  their  immediate  family.  (E&ann  Kibbtok) 
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Tzur:  Golan  water  vital,  irreplaceable 


AGRICULTURE  Minister 
Ya’aoov  Tzur  said  yesterday 
that  water  sources  on  the  Golan 
Heights  were  of  “vital 
importance”  to  the  future  of 
the  State. 

Tzur  told  reporters  daring  a 
visit  to  the  north  that  Israel 
would  have  to  ensure  the 
continued  uninterrupted  flow 
of  die  water  from  die  Golan 
into  Lake  Kinneret  in  any 
peace  agreement  with  Syria. 

“The  water  coming  from  the 
Golan  to  the  Lake  Kinneret 
catchment  area  is  between  200 
million  and  300  million  cubic 
meters  [per  year],”  he  said. 
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“This  is  a  critical,  vital  and 
even  fateful  matter  in  terms  of 
the  fntnre  of  the  State.  I  have  to 
say  that  I'm  not  aware  of  any 
replacement  for  this  water.” 

Tzur  spoke  during  a 
cornerstone-laying  ceremony 
for  a  new  NIS  60  million  plant 
to  collect  and  purify  waste 
water  in  the  Hula  valley  and 
pump  it  up  to  the  surrounding 
hills  of  Upper  Galilee. 

The  new  unit  being  built  by 
Mekorot  is  expected  to  take 
three  years  to  complete,  and  is 
designed  to  boost  the  amount 


of  water  available  for  irrigating 
fields  and  orchards  on  the  hills 
up  to  800  meters  above  the 
Hula  Valley. 

Kibbutzim  and  moshavim  ou 
the  hills,  from  Manara  to 
Dovev  and  Amirim,  have 
suffered  from  a  dire  shortage  of 
water  for  irrigation  purposes, 
especially  in  drought  years. 

Tzur  said  the  new  plant, 
alongside  existing  facilities, 
would  provide  the  water 
needed  to  develop  agriculture 
ou  the  hills  of  Upper  Galilee 
and  make  more  fresh  water 
available  for  the  expansion  of 
communities. 


Peres:  No  change 
in  Israel’s 


nuclear  policy 


DAVID  RUDGE  and  news  agencies 


Israel  agrees  to  add  five  seats  to  PA  Council 


ISRAEL  has  agreed  to  add  five 
seats  to  the  Palestinian  Council, 
from  83  to  88,  the  government 
coordinator's  spokesman  con¬ 
firmed  yesterday. 

Together  with  Palestinian  Au¬ 
thority  Chairman  Yasser  Arafat, 
who  stands  for  election  as  presi¬ 
dent  separately  from  die  council 
but  will  be  a  member,  that  makes 
89  seats. 

Arafat  made  the  request  in  a 
meeting  with  Prime  Minister  Shi¬ 
mon  Peres  at  the  Erez  checkpoint 
two  weeks  ago.  Peres  transmitted 
his  agreement  through  the  gov¬ 
ernment  coordinator  in  the  terri- 


JON  IMMANUEL 


SOCIAL  &  PERSONAL 


THE  WEEKLY  MEETING  of  the  Eno- 
llah-s  pea  king  Jerusalem  Hotary  Club 
win  (axe  piece  today  at  1.00  p.m.  at  the 
YMCA,  Nng  David  Street  Dr.  Fowzi  Ka¬ 
ma!  wiM  speak  on  '!sraef  s  Arabs  and  the 

Media'  A  Happy  New  Year  to  Afl! 


tones,  Maj.-Gen.  Oreo  Shahor. 

This  is  the  second  time  that 
Israel  has  agreed  to  increase  the 
number  of  seats  since  signing  the 
Oslo  2  Accords  in  October.  Pre¬ 
viously  it  had  added  one,  from  82 
to  83,  to  permit  a  member  of  the 
Nablus  Samaritan  community  to 
sit  in  the  elected  coundL 

It  was  not  clear  yesterday 
whether  die  extra  five  members 
of  the  council  would  be  elected 
like  the  other  83  or  nominated  by 
Arafat. 

Israeli  sources  said  that  Arafat 
wanted  to  nominate  the  five,  but 
sources  dose  to  the  Palestinian 
Central  Election  Committee  said 
that  would  be  ‘‘unacceptable.”  If 
they  are  elected,  decisions  will 
have  to  be  taken  on  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  new  seats  among  the 
16  electoral  districts. 

During  the  Oslo  2  talks,  the 


Palestinians  first  requested  sepa¬ 
rate  legislative  and  executive 
chambers  with  a  total  of.100 
seats,  and  Israel  started  negbtfr- 
tions  offering  one  chamber  with 
27  executive  officials.  Privately, 
Palestinian  negotiators  said  they, 
would  be  happy  with  82  mem¬ 
bers,  which  was  the  number  of 
West  Bank  and  Gaza  Palestinians 
who  sat  in  legislative  councils  un¬ 
der  Jordan  and  Egyptian  rule  be¬ 
fore  1967. 

At  first  Israel  was  concerned 
that  a  large  council  with  legisla¬ 
tive  powers  would  be  a  symbol  of 
sovereignty,  but  then  dedded 
that  a  Targe  council  would  pro¬ 
mote  democratic  debate  and  help 
ensure  stability,  and  agreed  to  82 
plus  Arafat  without  further 
debate. 

Arafat  has  a  right  to  appoint  20 
percent  of  the  cabinet  ministers, 
but  these  would  not  have  voting 
privileges  in  the  council. 


PRIME  Minister  Shimon  Peres 
stressed  yesterday  that  there 
was  no  change  in  Israel’s  nuclear 
policy,  while  Egyptian  President 
Hosni  Mubarak  said  Egypt 
would  only  raise  the  nudear  is¬ 
sue  after  comprehensive  peace 
was  attained  in  the  region. 

Peres,  speaking  to  high  school 
students  in  Haifa,  said  Israel 
l  had  not  made  any  concessions 
on  the  nuclear  issue.  He  also 
maintained  that  comments  he 
•.^hgd  made  last  week  on  the  mat- 
•■ter  had  been  blown  out  of  pro¬ 
portion  and  caused  unnecessary 
drama. 

Peres  said  last  Friday  during  a 
meeting  with  the  Editors  Com¬ 
mittee  that  Israel  was  willing  to 
“give  up  the  atom”  if  a  compre¬ 
hensive  peace  was  achieved  in 
the  Middle  East. 

Peres  was  asked  about  his  re¬ 
mark  during  a  question  and  an-' 
swer  session  with  eleventh  and 
twelfth  graders  from  various 
Haifa  high  schools. 

“I  want  to  say  that  we  have 
not  made  any  concessions  on 
nuclear  issues,"  said  Peres  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  question  from  one  of 
the  students. 

“We  have  said,  a  thousand 
and  one  times,  that  if  there  will 
be  a  comprehensive  peace  in  the 
Middle  East,  that  will  also  in¬ 
clude  Iran,  Iraq  and  Libya,  then 
discussions  can  be  entered  into 


on  how  to  create  a  Middle  East 
free  of  non-conventional  weap¬ 
ons  -  chemical  weapons,  nudear 
weapons  and  biological  weap¬ 
ons,”  said  Peres. 

Mubarak,  asked  yesterday 
about  the  dispute  with  Israel 
over  nuclear  disarmament,  said 
Egypt  would  only  raise  the  issue 
after  comprehensive  peace  was 
attained  in  the  region. 

“We  will  wait  until  a  peace 
treaty  is  reached  with  our  broth¬ 
ers- in  Syria,  and  Lebanoo-and 
the  Palestinian  cause .  takes  its 
coursed  [then]  no  donkt.wiJl.  we 
talk  about  the  nuclear'  option 
and  that  the  region  remains  free 
of  weapons  of  mass  destruc¬ 
tion,”  he  said  at  a  press  confer¬ 
ence  with  Jordan’s  King  Hus¬ 
sein,  after  meeting  him  in 
Akaba. 

Mubarak,  asked  later  at  a  joint 
news  conference  when  he 
thought  Israel  and  Syria  would 
sign  a  peace  treaty,  said:  “During 
1996.  I  hope  from  all  my  heart 
that  we  will  arrive  at  it  in  1996.” 

King  Hussein  told  the  news 
conference,  which  was  broadcast 
by  state  television,  that  there  was 
tangible  progress  in  Israeh-Syrian 
peace  talks. 

“We  always  sought  to  have  a 
comprehensive  peace  in  this  re¬ 
gion.. .We  hope,  God  willing, 
that  we  will  reach  this  objective 
in  a  very  short  period,”  he  said. 


We  deeply  regret  the  untimely  passing  of  our  dearest  mother, 
grandmother,  mother-in-law 

LILY  GAITELBAND 


High  Court  petitioned  to  free  Cytrin 


The  funeral  service  will  take  place  today, 
Wednesday,  December  27, 1 995,  at  1:00  p.m., 
at  the  Kfar  Nachman  Cemetery,  Ra’anana. 
Mamo/Boba- You  will  be  sadly  missed  by  all  of  us. 

_ The  Uss,  Katz  and  Galtelband  Families 


C Alliance  Israelite  Unlverselle  -  Kol  Israel  Haverlm 
and  the  Kerem  Institute,  Jerusalem 


mourn  the  loss  of 


EMMANUEL  LEVINAS 


Eminent  philosopher,  educator  and  man  of  vision. 
We  extend  our  condolences  to  his  family. 


Our  beloved 


JERUSALEM  lawyer  Naftali 
Wertzberger  petitioned  the 
High  Coart  of  Justice  yesterday 
to  order  the  IDF  to  rescind  the 
administrative  detention  of  Kir- 
yat  Arba  resident  Shmuel 
Cytrin. 

Wertzberger’s  petition  also 
asks  the  court  to  order  the  Pris¬ 
ons  Service  to  ease  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  Cytxin's  imprisonment. 
According  to  Wertzberger,  Cy¬ 
trin  is  being  held  in  solitary  con¬ 
finement  and  -  despite  instruc¬ 
tions  by  a  military  judge  to  the 
contrary  -  is  not  allowed  to  pray 
with  a  min y an. 

Cytrin,  37,  has  begun  a  hun¬ 
ger  strike  in  Sharon  Prison  at 
Tel  Mond  to  protest  his  condi¬ 
tions.  The  Women  in  Green  or¬ 
ganization,  which  calls  Cytrin  a 
“Prisoner  of  Zion,”  is  organiz¬ 
ing  a  march  on  Sunday  to  focus 
attention  on  his  case. 

Cytrin,  the  father  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  was  arrested  on  December 
4  and  placed  under  three 


HERB  KEINON 


months’  administrative  deten¬ 
tion.  Wertzberger  said  chat  nei¬ 
ther  he  nor  his  client  know  why 
be  is  being  held,  and  that  aU 
documents  on  the  case  are 
classified. 

A  military  appeals  court  earli¬ 
er  this  week  shortened  Cytrin’s 
detention  to  two  months.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Wertzberger,  mili¬ 
tary  judge  Eli  Zicherman  re¬ 
duced  the  sentence,  because  he 
said  OC  Central  Command 
Maj.-Gen  Han  Biran,  who 
signed  the  detention  order,  did 
not  take  into  consideration  oth¬ 
er  forms  of  detention,  such  as 
house  arrest. 

Cytrin's  mother,  Marilyn, 
said  her  son’s  especially  strict 
kashrnt  needs  (he  prefers  glatt 
kosher  food)  have  not  been  met 
in  prison. 

Wertzberger  said  that  in  the 
early  1970s,  Cytrin  was  close  to 
the  late  Kach  leader  Meir  Ka- 


hane,  but  has  not  had  any  run- 
ins  with  the  law  since  1979. 

The  lawyer  said  that 
administrative  detainees  are 
supposed  to  enjoy  better 
conditions  than  ordinary 
prisoners;  they  are  not  to  be 
housed  with  regular  prisoners 
and  are  entitled  to  wear  civilian 
clothes. 

But  since  Cytrin  is  the  only 
Jewish  administrative  detainee 
being  held  in  jail  -  a  number  of 
others  are  under  honse  arrest  or 
have  restrictions  on  their 
movements  -  he  is  under 
solitary  confinement. 

About  two  weeks  ago,  two 
leaders  of  Amnesty 
International  met  with  Kiryat 
Arba  activist  David  Ramati 
about  the  case.  Ramati  said  his 
impression  was  that  the 
organization  was  working  on  a 
report  on  administrative 
detention  of  settlers,  and  that 
the  Cytrin  case  would  figure 
prominently  in  the  report. 


NITZA  ETRA-DAGAN 

has  passed  away. 


Two  die,  one  seriously  injured  on  roads 


The  funeral  will  take  place  today, 
Wednesday,  December  27, 1995 
at  3  p.m.  at  Hayarkon  Cemetery. 


She  is  mourned  by  her  mother,  sons, 
sister  and  the  entire  family. 


Please  refrain  from  condolence  visits. 


TWO  people  were  killed  and  another  seriously  injured  is  road  acci¬ 
dents  yesterday. 

Iris  Capirelli,  36,  of  Maccabim,  was  killed  when  the  van  she  was 
driving  suddenly  swerved  out  of  her  lane  and  hit  an  oncoming  truck  at 
the  Magshimim  Junction  near  Nehalim. 

A  pedestrian  was  killed  when  he  was  hit  by  a  car  on  the  old  Tel  Aviv- 
Haifa  road  near  the  Neveh  Carmel  caravan  site.  Following  the  acci¬ 
dent,  several  residents  of  the  caravan  rite  blocked  the  road  to  protest 
safety  problems  in  the  area.  They  were  dispersed  by  police. 

A  man  was  seriously  injured  Mien  the  van  he  was  riding  in  as  a 
passenger  hit  a  truck  head  on  jnst  south  of  Gedera.  Neither  driver  was 
hurt.  The  injured  man  was  taken  first  to  Baxzfiai  Hospital  in  Ashkelon, 
and  then  transferred  to  Soroka  Hospital  in  Beersheba. 

A  21-year-old  woman  who  was  hit  by  a  van  and  fatally  injured 
Monday  night  near  Bar-Dan  University  in.  Ramat  Gan  was  identified 
yesterday  as  Geula  Yitzhak  Zada  of  Karon. 

Also  yesterday,  39-year-old  Elyakhn  Uvnat  of  Rehovot  was  killed 
when  he  was  crushed  by  his  own  car,  which  fell  on  hirp  as  he  was  trying 
to  repair  it.  Livnat  had  put  the  car  up  on  blocks,  and  it  was  not  dear 
how  the  car  slipped  off.  (Itim^ 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Zucker:  Army  shouldn’t  censor  criticism 

The  army  of  a  democratic  state  should  not  censor  articles 
which  point  out  the  dark  side  of  the  army’s  judicial  system, 
Knesset  Law  Committee  chairman  Dedi  Zucker  (Meretz) 
protested  in  a  letter  to  Prime  Minister  Shimon  Peres  yesterday. 

The  letter  referred  to  an  interview  by  the  IDF  journal 
Bamnhane  with  the  chief  IDF  defense  attorney,  which  Zucker 
said  painted  an  “unencouraging”  picture  of  soldiers'  rights 
both  as  suspects  and  as  prisoners.  The  IDF  barred  its 
publication. 

Zucker  said  the  interview  also  showed  a  need  for  a 
substantial  change  in  military  law  regarding  soldiers’ 
rights.  Evelyn  Gordon 


Israef-Bethlehem  sting  nets  car  thieves 

Seven  Israeli  car  thieves  were  detained  in  Bethlehem 
yesterday  in  a  “unprecedented  joint  operation  by  Israel  and 
Palestinian  police,”  a  police  spokesman  said.  Ten  stolen 
vehicles  were  found  in  the  police  operation,  which  involved  the 
Judea  District  Intelligence  Division  and  the  new  Palestinian 
police  force  in  Bethlehem. . 

Also  yesterday,  Palestinian  police  in  lericlib'retnrned  two 
stolen  Israeli  vehicles .  Israeli  police  have  reported  a  massive 
wave  of  car  thefts  iff  recent 'months,  with  thesralen  vehicles  be 
taken  to  the  autenomoos  areas.  --  BMHutman 
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High-tech  firm  may  help  save  Ofakim 

ECH  Telecom  yesterday  announced  it  is  willing  to  build  a 
factory  in  Ofakim  if  it  receives  government  aid,  Israel  Radio 
reported.  Prime  Minister’s  Office  Director-General  Zvi 
Alderoti  yesterday  led  a  delegation  to  Ofakim  to  study  the 
town’s  economic  situation  in  view  of  the  threatened  closure  of 
the  Ouman  textile  plant.  He  and  the  directors-geneial  of  the 
Industry  and  Trade  Ministry  and  the  Employment  Service  met 
with  Mayor  Micha  Herman  and  Ouman  workers.  AJderoti  told 
them  that,  in  addition  to  immediate  aid,  Ofakim  would 
receive  a  long-term  solution  to  its  economic  plight  that  would 
include  high-tech  industries.  Jerusalem  Past  Staff 
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Are  Israeli  lawyers  incompetent? 

Why  were  foreign  lawyers  working  for  Israel?  /  , 

_ Read  this  book _ _  A»13l3bv  |  / 


Listen  to  Arutz  7.  711  2143  AM  205  FM 


YOS1  PEKING 


Bring  the  entire  family  for  the  most  delicious  Chinese  cuisine. 

5  Shimon  Ben  Shetah  St  Jerusalem,  TeL  250817 


■U.S.A. to giue^  _ 

•55,000  “Green  Cards”; 

1 55,000  Immigrant  visas  are  offered.in  hew  U.S.  govern-  I 

Iment  lottery.  Live,  work  in  the  U.SA.  Spouse  and  children  | 
included.  FREE  information.  Send  (type  or  print)  name,  ■ 

I  address,  country  of  birth.  Green  Card  Fads  (Dept  AJE-201)  I 
902  Wi Is  hire  Bh/d- Suite  224  •  Los  Angetes,  CA  90017  •  U-S.A.  ■ 
^TEL:  (001)  21 3-228-041 0  -  FAX  (24-Hours)j0 01^21^-2^0404 J 


Egypt,  Sinai,  Jordan,  Syria,  Lebanon,  Saudi  Arabia,  f. 
Yemen,  Guff  States,  Kuwait,  Qatar,  Omaxj^lraql; 


Bill 


Information  center 
for  main  tourism  services 
to  all  Middle  East  countries 


MAZADA  TOURS 


TEL  AVnfc  141  am  Gabirai  St,T*i.03-54444S4,F«.03-6461?2e 
JERUSALEM:  9  Coresh  SL,  TeL  02-235777,Fax.  02-256454 
HAIFA;  1  KhayatSL,  TeL  04-jB24440,  RdC.  D4-624464-  ' 

-  '  Recorded  irrforeirtlpn:  03-5<»3W6  (24hour») 


n 


i 

r 


The  Jerusalem  , Post-  Wednesday,  December  27.  las' 


Dr‘  *“  AJn“gor  "  ta  prepares  tointoK^^ 

New  arterial  support  successfully 
implanted  in  man’s  heart 


A  “new  generation”  of  coronary 
artery  supports  designed  locally 
to  be  both  flexible,  for  easy  inser¬ 
tion,  and  firm,  to  prevent  the  ves¬ 
sel's  collapse,  was  successfully 
implanted  yesterday  in  the  heart 
of  a  48-year-old  man  at  Jerusa¬ 
lem's  Shaare  Zedek  Hospital. 

Dr.  Yaron  Almagor,  who  per¬ 
formed  the  implantation  and  was 
responsible  for  the  chnical  appli¬ 
cation,  said  tiie  unique  design  o( 
the  tiny ,  stainless  steel  stent  (coil) 
will  be  a  boon  to  patients  with 
arteries  whose  structural  problem 
renders  the  use  of  conventional 


JUDY  SIEQEL 

stoats  impossible. 

The  NIR  (new  intra- vascular 
rigid)  flex  stent  was  developed  by 
a  group  of  scientists  at  the  Me- 
tfinol  company  in  Tel  Aviv. 

“It  is  unique  in  that  the  stent  is 
flexible  when  pushed  through  the 
artery  on  the  tip  of  a  tmy  balloon, 
and  becomes  rigid  when  lodged 
into  place  in  the  heart,**  said  Al- 
magor. 

Company  founders  Dr.  Kobi 
and  Dr.  Yehudit  Richter  named ' 
it  NIR  in  memory  of  Capt.  Nxr 


Poiaz,  who  was  killed  in  the  IDF 
attempt,  to  rescue  Nahshon 
Wacbsman  from  the  hands  of  ter¬ 
rorists  in  October  1994. 

The  NIR  stent  was  implanted  in 
the  man’s  heart  in  an  hour-long  op¬ 
eration.  The  patient  previously  un¬ 
derwent  thiee  nresnmftBtfnl  angirv- 
plasties  (balloon  catheterizations). 
If  the  special  stent  were  not  avail¬ 
able,  the  patient  wookl  have  had  to 
undergo  open-heart  surgery. 

It  was  the  first  cftnical  use  here 
of  the  NCR.  stent, 'which  will  be 
tested  in  international  clinical  tri¬ 
als  coordinated  by  Shaare  Zedek. 


‘Judges  guilty  Most  people  satisfied 
BasfcLaw*  by  national  health  law 


JUDY  SIEGEL 


EVELYN  GORDON 

MANY  judges  appear  to  ignore 
the  hnpficaiians  of  the  Basic  Law: 
Human  Dignity  and  Freedom 
when  considering  whether  to  ap¬ 
prove  a  remand,  Knesset  Law 
Committee  chairman  Dedi 
Zucker  (Meretz)  charged 
yesterday. 

Zucker  said  he  would  ask  Su¬ 
preme  Court  President  Aharon 
Barak  to  arrange  courses  for 
judges  on  this  matter,  to  educate 
them  into  understanding  that  re¬ 
mands  are  a  severe  infringement 
on  a  person’s  basic  rights,  and 
should  therefore  be  approved 
only  in  exceptional  cases. 

“It  seems  that  some  of  the 
judges  have  not  yet  internalized 
the  criteria  mid  norms  set  down 
by  the  Base  Law,  which  are 
meant,  among  other  tilings,  to  de¬ 
fend  the  prisoner’s  rights  and  re¬ 
duce  the  number  of  arrests,”  he 


Zucker  made  the  statement  in 
the  context  of  a  committee  dfacas- 
ston  on  a  government  to®  to  tight* 
en  the  restrictions  on  arrests. 


Jt-JT'i  Y-N3NE  percent  of  the  pub- 
Hc  are  satisfied  or  very  satisfied 
with  the  year-old  National 
Health  Insurance  Law,  according 
to  a  survey  by  the  JDC-Brook- 
dale  Institute  in  Jerusalem.  Near¬ 
ly  a  quarter  of  the  1,400  adults  in 
die  representative  sample  were 
not  so  satisfied  or  unsatisfied  with 
the  law,  while  17  percent  had  no 
opinion. 

Health  Minister  Ephraim  Sneh 
presented  the  results  of  the  sur¬ 
vey  yesterday  to  the  National 
Health  Council,  which  met  for 
the  third  time  this  year.  Sneh  said 
that  health  does  not  receive  its 
proper  place  in  the  country’s  list 
of  priorities. 

The  minister  said  he  plans  to 
posh  for  a  number  of  changes  in 
the  law  after  its  year  of  naming 
in. 

These  include  an  updating  of 
the  basket  of  health  services  ac¬ 
cording  to  population  growth, 
the  aging  of  the  population,  and 
technological  improvements. 

-  Their  lack  caused  a  shortfall  of 
of  NIS  700  million  in  1995. 

The  minister  also  wants  the 
Treasury  to  make  rip  the  shortfall 


'between  health-tax  collections 
and  the  coStsof  health  serviceson 
'  a  regular  basis,  and  not  at  the  end 
of  foe  ypar  or  when  the  finance 
minister  feels  like  it. 

The  number  of  members  in 
each  health  fund  should  be  up¬ 
dated  quarterly  instead  of  every 
half  year,  Sneh  said.  Medical  in¬ 
stitutions  will  be  barred  from 
charging  patients  for  services  that 
must  be  provided  at  the  expense 
of  their  insurer. 

Health  funds  will  be  barred 
from  controlling  subsidiaries  that 
do  not  deal  with  health  services. 

Sneh  will  also  ask  foe  Knesset 
for  an  amendment  allowing 
health  funds  to  provide  patients 
with  special  drugs  not  available  in 
the  basket  of  health  services. 

The  minister  also  wants  to  re¬ 
store  the  previous  arrangement 
whereby  hospitals  that  deliver 
babies  get  paid  directly  by  the 
National  Insurance  Institute,  in¬ 
stead  of  the  current  system  in 
which  foe  health  funds  get  foe 
Nil  money  and  transfer  it  (usual¬ 
ly  late)  to  the  hospital. 


500  extra  police  to  guard  Jerusalem’s  holy  places 


mdred  extra  policemen 
jrimaiy  tadc  will  be  to 
roly  sites  will  be  perma- 
stationed  in  Jerusalem, 
r  of  Internal  Security 
hahal  said  in  the  Knesset 
yesterday. 

1  was  answering  several 
to  the  agenda  by  opposi- 
jes  during  which  Nation- 
ous  Party  leader  Zvuhm 
-  daimed  the  Palestinians 
itening  their  hold  on 
m. 

I  also  said  intelligence 

d1  units  would  be  rein- 
nd  a  police  station  would 
eastern  Jerusalem. 

very  surprised  to  discov- 
•rday  that]  only  Border 
aerate  in  eastern  Jerusa- 
not  bine-uniformed  po- 
■  we  were  talking  about  a 


UAT  COLLINS 

border  settlement  Police  pres¬ 
ence  is  a  dear  sign  of  rule  and 
cootrolinthe  field,  and  therefore 
we  have  rented  a  special  building 
in  a  central  road  in  eastern  Jeru¬ 
salem  and  will  open  %  police  sta¬ 
tion  there  and  another  one  after 
that 

“Because  of  the  lack  of  police 
presence,  the  local  residents  are 
tnmfng  to  all  sorts  of  elements  in 
the  area,  indnding  [Palestinian 
Preventive  Security  Service  head 
Col.]  Jtbril  Rajoub’s  men,  to  pro¬ 
tect  them  from  criminals.  These 
private  and  independent  activi¬ 
ties  are  not  acceptable,”  Shahal 


_ 

Noting  foe  sensitivity  and  com¬ 
plexity  of  any  discussion  involv¬ 
ing  Jerusalem,  Shahal  nonethe¬ 
less  clarified  his  stand;  “We  will 


not  divide,  split  or  fence  in  the 
aty.” 

“Undoubtedly  the  Palestin¬ 
ians,  led  by  Faisal  Hnssefni,  are 
trying  to  create  facts  on  the 
ground  and  are  violating  the 
signed  agreements,  but  we  won’t 
let  them.  Only  [yesterday]  five 
more  injunctions  were  issued 
against  events  they  had-  orga¬ 
nized.  We  have  arrested,  are  ar¬ 
resting  and  will  arrest  without 
hesitation  JIbril  Rajoub’s  agents 
acting  in  the  dty.  Nothing  contra¬ 
vening  the  agreement  will  take 
jdace,”  be  said. 

Construction  and  Housing 
Minister  Binyantin  Ben-Eliezer 
said  he  intended  development 
work  on  the  Har  Home  neighbor¬ 
hood,  bordering  Bethlehem,  to 
begin  in  three  weeks.  He  was  an¬ 
swering  a  motion  by  MK  Em¬ 
manuel  Zissmau  (Labor). 


Bfflw  surrogate  nwtherhood  bogged  down  in  committee 
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omuttee  yesterday  -  era  drongM»«- 
_ — a.  will  extnre  on 


thebabyT «=d  *  »  S*™  doMt,Cm 

““^Ephraim  Sneh  opP»edtte 
by  religious  groups,  Jb^sarro- 
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only  from  hini  either  the 

rexmnent  verson  of  ty  ’  ^ 

must  come  from  one  of  the 


These  new  proposals,  Sneh  said,  “would  prevent 
surrogacy  in  all  cases  when  the  husband  is  sterile, 
and  would  be  a  divergence  from  the  status  qno.  The 
surrogacy  bill  is  a  thin  fine  that  balances  between 
opposing  views,  and  we  won’t  agree  to  turn  it  into  a 
political  dispute  that  would  lead  to  the  import  of 
women  to  serve  as  “rented  wombs.” 

The  ministry's  verson  of  the  bin  was  approved  a 
few weeks  ago  by  the  the  Ministerial  Committee  cm 
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ourt:  Rabbinate  can  refuse  to 
officiate  at  non-koshe*  halls 


THE  High  Omit  of  Justice  ruled 
yesterday  that  the  Grief  Rabbin- 
ale  has  the  right  to  refuse  to  per¬ 
form  weddings  in  a  son-kosher 
h&H,  white  sharply  criticizing  the 
petitioners’  lack  of  consideration 
for  Orthodox  rabbis’  religious 
beliefs. 

“The  couple's  insistence  on 
their  Tight*  to  have  a  rabbi  in 
Israel  perform  their  wedding  cer¬ 
emony...  in  a  place  without  a 
kashrnt  certificate  —  when  it  is 
dear  that  this  demand  wifi  cause 
difficulties  for  him  and  perhaps 
.even  cause  him  to  be  despised  in 
others’  eyes  -  borders,  in  my 
opinion,  on  a  large  measure  of 
rudeness  and  lack  of  consider¬ 
ation,’*  Justice  Theodor  Orr 
wrote  in  the  verdict.  “In  a  plural¬ 
istic  society  such  as  ours,  mutual 
tolerance  is  necessary...  A  little 
understanding  for  the  other  per¬ 
son  ,  a  little  poKtene&s  and  consid¬ 
eration,  would  bhint  marry  argu¬ 
ments  and  differences  of 
qpnrion.” 

The  court  was  rufing  on  apeti- 
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tion  by  Sharon  Dolev  and  Ban 
Riga,  who  wanted  to  marry  in  a 
Rehovot  restaurant  which  lacks  a 
kashrut  certificate  from  tire  rab¬ 
binate,  but  is  certified  by  a  non- 
Orthodox  group  called  the  Va’ad 
L'shomrei  Masortt.  The  petition¬ 
ers  argued  that  sane  there  is  no 
haladric  ban  on  performing  wed¬ 
dings  moon-kosher  halls,  there  is 
no  justification  fear  the  rabbin¬ 
ate’s  refusal. 

Furthermore,  they  said,  the 
rabbinate’s  refusal  infringes  on 
their  bade  right  of  freedom  of 
religion  -  or.  in  fins  case,  free¬ 
dom  from  religion. 

However,  justices  Orr,  Shknuo . 
Levine  and  Zvi  Tal  said  that  even 
if  the  petitioners  are  correct  that 
weddings  in  non-kosher  Hafls  are 
haladucally  permissible  -  a  claim 
which  the  rabbinate  disputed  - 
the  rabbinate  is  responsible  by 
law  for  performing  marriages, 
and  this  responsibility  includes 
the  right  to  determine  where  the 


marriage  is  held. 

While  the  couple’s  desires 
should  certainly  be  taken  into  ac¬ 
count,  the  justices  said,  foe  rab¬ 
binate  is  under  no  obligation  to 
hold  the  ceremony  in  a  place 
where  the  rabbi  himself,  for  rea¬ 
sons  of  conscience,  would  be  un¬ 
comfortable  officiating. 

In  tins  case,  foe  justices  noted, 
foe  petitioners’  right  to  freedom 
of  religion  conflicts  with  the  rab¬ 
bi's  right  to  the  same,  since  their 
demand  would  force  him  to  do 
something  which  conflicts  with 
his  religions  beliefs.  And  the  peti¬ 
tioners,  they  noted,  have  another 
option:  They  could  have  the  cere¬ 
mony  in  a  place  acceptable  to  the 
rabbi  and  then  hold  the  reception 
someplace  else. 

Haim  Shapiro  adds: 

Commenting  on  the  High 
Court  decision,  Rabbi  Uri  Re- 
gev,  director  of  the  Reform 
Movement’s  Israel  Religious  Ac¬ 
tion  Center,  said  that  the  ruling 


farther  legitimized  the  control 
which  the  Chief  Rabbinate  has 
not  only  over  actual  marriage  cer¬ 
emonies  in  Israel,  bat  over  the 
venue  as  well. 

The  only  way  to  rectify  the  sit¬ 
uation,  he  said,  was  to  remove 
the  monopoly  from  the  hands  of 
the  rabbinate. 

Tuvia  Moshovitz,  head  of  the 
Va’ad  Shomrd  Masorct*  said  that 
the  High  Court  decision  had  not 
changed  the  actual  situation, 
since  rabbis  performing  mar¬ 
riages  in  the  past  have  consistent¬ 
ly  refused  to  come  to  places  with 
ms  group's  kashrut  certificate. 
However,  Moshovitz  said,  the 
court  had  not  taken  into  account 
foe  ruling  by  Rabbi  Moshe  Fan- 
stein,  which  allowed  marriages  in 
non-kosher  premises. 

Moshovitz  added  that  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  fids  decision,  the  rabbin¬ 
ate  could  now  easily  argue  that 
rabbis  should  not  perform  mar¬ 
riages  in  places  where  women 
were  immodestly  dressed  or 
where  there  was  mixed  dancing. 


‘Policeman  forced  to  flee  Russia’ 


A  police  liaison  officer  and  his 
family  were  repeatedly  forced  to 
flee  Russia  and  return  to  Israel 
after  receiving  death  threats  from 
the  Russian  mafia. 

Police  sources  said  the  officer, 
deputy  commander  Aharon  Tal, 
has  since  gone  back  to  his  post  in 
Moscow.  The  sources,  as  well  as 
the  police  spokesman,  declined 
to  comment  further  on  the  case. 

According  to  a  report  inYediot 
Aharanoty  the  threats  began  after 
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police  here  opened  mi  investiga¬ 
tion  into  allegations  by  a  Russian 


received  death  threats  from  the 
Russian  mafia,  and  Tal  was 


banker  that  be  was  cheated  out  of  warned  by  the  mafia  not  to  try  to 


$60,000  by  a  member  of  the  Rus¬ 
sian  mafia  in  this  enrmfry 

The  banker  did  not  know  he 
was  dealing  with  a  Russian  mafia 
member  when  he  employed  Mm 
to  set  up  a  branch  of  his  bank  in 
Cyprus,  according  to  YedioL 
Tal,  his  wife  and  his  daughter 


have  their  man  in  Israel  arrested. 

The  Tals  left  Moscow  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Israel  for  several 
weeks. 

They  eventually  returned  to 
Moscow,  after  the  banker  was 
dam  by  the  Russian  mafia 

Police  believed  that  with  the 


banker’s  murder  there  was  no 
longer  a  threat  to  tbs  Tal  family, 
according  to  the  report.  Tal  was 
posted  in  Moscow  about  a  year 
ago,  as  part  of  a  attempted  crack¬ 
down  here  on  Russian  mafia  ac¬ 
tivities. 

Earlier  this  week.  Internal  Se¬ 
curity  Minister  Moshe  Shahal 
warned  of  the  growing  danger  of 
Russia  mafia  infiltration  in  both 
the  public  and  private  sectors 
here. 
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Only  at  Carmel  bank  are  you  eligible  for: 


easymortgage 

(Mashkanta  Kala) 

Linked  to  the  Cost  of  Living  Index 

.  Until  now,  mortgages  were  lulfy  finked  to  the  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI).  The  index  rose  -  but 
salaries  dd  not  Each  month  it  became  more  difficult  to  pay  the  mortgage  from  your  salary. 

Now  Carmel  Bank  makes  It  easier  for  you  with  its  "Mashkanta  Kala”  (easy  mortgage)  program -by 
linking  your  long-term  mortgage*  payments  for  two  years  to  the  Cost  of  Living  Index. 


tvm. 


1.1.93-31.12,94 


1.1.92-31.12.93 


How  much  will  this  help  you? 

For  example:  Assuming  the  CPI  rises  10%  a  year  (and  the  COL  index  rises  only  3.5%),  your  bank 
mortgage  is  NIS  100,000  for  20  years,  at  an  interest  rate  of  5.5%;  you  will  pay: 

All  other  Banks  Carmel  Bank 


20th  month 
24th  month 


NIS  806 
NIS  832 


20th  month 
24th  month 


NIS  728 
NIS  737 


Ministry  of  Construction  and  Housing  eOgibles  will  receive  long-term  supplementary  loans  from 


half  years  (30  monthly  payments). 


'  Come  into  any  Carmel  Bank  branch  and  just  say  the  two  magic  words:  “Mashkanta  Kala” 
and  the  bank  will  do  the  rest  tor  you. 


A  CARMEL  BANK  Makes  all  the  difference! 


The  Labor  and  Social  Affairs  committee,  chaired 
by  MK  YossiKatz,  approved  the  part  of  the  bill  that 

sets  out  rise  contractual  and  technical  arrangements. 

Would-be  commissioning  parents  argue  that  set¬ 
ting  additional  restrictions  would  reduce  the  num¬ 
ber  of  potential  surrogates  to  a  handful  and  make  a 
mockery  of  foe  law.  Judy  Siegd 
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NATO  to  Serbs:  No  delay  on  peace  deal 


NATO’s  commander  in  Bosnia  turned  down 
a  Serb  request  yesterday  to  postpone 

immediately  a  return  of  Sarajevo’s  Serb 
suburbs  to  Moslem -led  government  control, 
but  said  be  would  look  closely  at  the 
issue. 

Bosnian  Serb  leaders  told  Admiral 
Leighton  Smith  that  a  delay  in  implementing 
some  parts  of  the  Dayton  peace  agreement 
was  vital  to  prevent  thousands  in  Serb-held 
suburbs  from  fleeing  ip  mass  panic. 

The  deal  gives  the  government  control, 
within  three  months  of  the  December  14 
Paris  signing,  of  suburbs  that  separatist 
Serbs  used  as  bases  to  bombard  and  besiege 
the  Bosnian  capital  for  more  than  three-and- 
a-half  years  of  war. 

Fearing  revenge  attacks  and  rule  by  their 
enemies,  Serb  residents  have  threatened  to 
flee,  burning  their  homes. 

Smith  traveled  to  the  mountaintop 
stronghold  of  Pale  for  the  first  rime  to  meet 
a  gathering  of  separatist  Serb  leaders, 
including  Momcilo  Krajisnik,  the  powerful 
Speaker  of  the  Serb  assembly. 

He  did  not  encounter  Bosnian  Serb 
“President"  Radovan  Karadzic  or  army 
chief  General  Ratko  Mladic,  both  indicted 
war  criminals  liable  to  arrest  by  Smith's 
forces. 

“President  Krajisnik  asked  me  if  I  would 


SEAN  MAGUIRE 
PALE,  Bosnia 

be  willing  to  announce  today  an 
implementation  extension  and  l  told  him 
that  I  was  not  in  a  position  today  to  make 
such  an  extension,"  Smith  told  repor¬ 
ters. 

But  the  commander  of  the  heavily-armed 
NATO  peace  force  said  he  would  be 
reviewing  the  issue  day  by  day  and  held 
open  a  possibility  of  deferring  the  handover 
of  suburbs  to  government  control. 

The  Bosnian  Serb  foreign  minister  Alexa 
Buha  said  he  had  asked  Smith  to  use  bis 
authority  to  allow  Serb  forces  to  stay  around 
the  city  until  September,  seven  months  after 
they  should  withdraw,  a  request  unlikely  to 
impress  the  Bosnian  government. 

“I  told  President  Krajisnik  we  will  take 
into  account  all  aspects  of  the  (peace) 
agreement  and  we  would  hopefully  render  a 
decision  acceptable  to  all.  Other  than  that 
□o  guarantees  were  made.”  said  Smith. 

Smith  described  his  meeting  as  cordial 
and  expressed  his  appreciation  for 
cooperation  the  Bosnian  Serbs  have  shown 
so  far  with  the  NATO  peace  implementation 
force  he  commands. 

Krajisnik  said  the  Bosnian  Serbs  were 


willing  to  implement  tbc  peace  accords 
negotiated  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  November 
but  he  asked  that  “some  solution"  be  found 
for  the  Serbs  around  Sarajevo. 

“We  hope  the  situation  will  be  dearer 
soon  and  we  will  find  a  solution  to  the 
Sarajevo  problem  and  remove  one  of  the 
obstacles  to  the  agreement.”  be  said. 

He  refused  to  specify  what  solution  there 
might  be  that  would  not  contradict  the 
Dayton  accords,  which  peace  mediators 
have  said  are  not  renegotiate,  and  did  not 
answer  when  asked  if  a  delay  was  being 
sought  simply  to  prevent  implementation. 

“Serbs  are  not  going  to  accept  Moslem 
government  at  present  because  there  is  too 
much  fear,”  said  Krajisnik,  “the  Dayton 
agreement  on  Sarajevo  is  not  a  just 
solution... a  great  number  of  people  want  to 
leave.” 

Krajisnik  blamed  “Moslem  propaganda” 
for  an  atmosphere  of  fear  and  confusion  in 
the  Serb-held  suburbs  and  hinted  at  chaos 
endangering  the  peace  process  unless  a 
delay  was  granted. 

“There  is  a  danger  of  gestures  that  can’t 
be  controlled,  there  may  be  many  types  of 
panic,”  said  Krajisnik.  “The  Dayton  accord 
can’t  be  altered  but  peace  can't  be  put  at 
stake.  We  must  find  a  solution  that  achieves 
a  lasting  peace.”  (Reuter) 


Secular  Turkish  parties  to  unite  against  Islamic  foe 


ANKARA  (Reuter)  -  Turkey's 
Prune  Minister  Tansu  Ciller  and 
her  main  conservative  rival 
agreed  yesterday  to  work  for  a 
coalition  to  keep  the  Islamist 
Welfare  Party  from  power  after  it 
won  the  weekend  election. 

“My  hopes  have  been  raised 
for  the  realization  of  a  strong 
government  based  on  compro¬ 
mise,"  Motherland  Party 
(ANAP)  leader  Mesut  YUmaz 
told  a  news  conference  after 
meeting  Ciller. 

He  said  the  left-wing  Demo¬ 


cratic  Left  Party  had  also  earlier 
agreed  to  help  sideline  the  Islam¬ 
ist  Welfare  Party,  which  narrowly 
won  general  elections  at  the 
weekend  but  failed  to  get  enough 
seats  to  govern  on  its  own. 

ANAP  and  Ciller's  True  Path 
Party  (DYP)  came  in  neck-and- 
neck  just  behind  Welfare  at  Sun¬ 
day's  vote. 

“I  have  said  we  would  welcome 
a  coalition  with  ANAP  and  I  re¬ 
peat  that,"  Ciller  said.  “Our  aim 
is  to  go  towards  a  wide-based 
government,”  she  said  at  the 


joint  news  conference. 

Ciller  said  the  bid  also  had  the 
support  of  her  former  social  dem¬ 
ocrat  coalition  partner  -  the  fifth 
and  last  party  to  make  it  into 
parliament  in  Sunday’s  vote. 

Welfare's  win  with  2132  per¬ 
cent'  of  the  vote  was  the  first  gen¬ 
eral  poll  victory  by  an  Islamist 
party  in  Turkey's  72  years  as  a 
secular  republic  and  sparked 
wide  calls  for  a  DYP-ANAP  alli¬ 
ance  -  long  desired  by  the  busi¬ 
ness  world. 

Longstanding  animosity  be- 


Boy  accused  of  shooting  at  truck  to  spill  toys 


FORT  HANCOCK,  Texas  (AP)  -  A  13-year-old 
boy  trying  to  get  toys  for  Christmas  fired  rifle  shots 
at  a  truck,  critically  wounding  a  motorist  in  anoth¬ 
er  vehicle,  police  said  yesterday. 

The  boy,  whose  identity  was  withheld  because 
of  his  age,  was  charged  with  juvenile  deadly  con¬ 
duct,  punishable  by  up  to  life  in  prison,  police  said 

“He  told  one  of  his  little  brothers  that  he  was 
going  to  try  to  get  a  truck  (filled)  with  Nmtendos, 
so  everybody  would  have  some  toys  for  Christ¬ 
mas,”  said  Hudspeth  County  Sheriff  Arcadio 
Ramirez. 

The  boy  fired  three  shots  from  his  family's  .22- 
catiber  rifle  at  a  truck  abesti954alometers  south¬ 
east  of  El  Paso  near  the  toider  Mon¬ 


day  afternoon,  officials  said 

The  youth  apparently  was  trying  to  shoot  out  the 
truck’s  tires,  hoping  it  would  overturn  and  spill  a 
cargo  of  toys,  officials  said. 

“I  guess  he  thinks  every  truck  had  toys,”  the 
sheriff  said 

Ramirez  said  he  didn’t  know  what  the  truck  was 
hauling.  The  driver  apparently  was  unaware  of  the 
shots  and  kept  going,  investigators  said. 

One  of  the  shots  hit  Albert  Tarango  in  the  head 
Ramirez  said  Tarango,  who  had  been  driving  just 
behind  the  big  truck,  was  in  critical  condition  at  El 
Paso's  Thomason _Hospital,,the. sheriff  said. 

He  said  the  boy  hadn’t  had  problems  with  the 
law  before.  , 
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So  now,  get  Legal. 

Netscape  Navigator  —  the  world’s  most  widely  used  Internet 
Web  Browser.  More  than  75%  of  users  travel  the  Information  Superf  highway 
with  Netscape  Navigator  because  it's  got  both  high-speed  performance 
and  integrated  security. 

According  to  the  software  license  agreement,  you  are  entitled  to  use 
Netscape  Navigator  without  payment  for  a  period  of  90  days.  After  that 
you  either  purchase  the  rights  or  stop  using  the  software. 

Get  legal-  The  cost  is  reasonable,  and  you  get  the  advantage  of  backing  by 
PFI  Systems,  the  official  Netscape  Communications  Corporation 
representative  in  Israel.  You  get  customer  support,  updates  on  new 
products. and  helpful  seminars. 

Contact:  PFI  Systems.  114  Derech  PecachTikva,Tel-Aviv  67012 
teL 03-56 1 71 75;  fax: 03-5623607:  email:  irrfb@pfl.co.il 
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To  PFI  Systems  LtcL,  1 14  PetakhTUcva  Road,  670 1 2 Tel- Aviv.  Phone  03-561  7|  75. Fax  03-562  36  07. 

Please  send  me:  _ copies  of  Netscape  Navigator  (including  handbook)  1. 1/1.2  for 

ED  Windows  3.1  ED  Windows  95  EH  Macintosh  EH  Unix  at  N IS  249  each. 
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tween  Ciller  and  Yilmaz  may  still 
hinder  the  talks.  A  similar  alli¬ 
ance  came  dose  after  Ciller's 
right-left  coalition  collapsed  in 
September,  but  the  talks  broke 
down  in  acrimony.  The  elections 
were  then  called  10  months  be¬ 
fore  they  were  due. 

DYP  and  ANAP  are  worth  40 
percent  of  the  vote,  bnt  their 
combined  267  seats  fall  short  of  a 
majority  in  the  550-seat  parlia¬ 
ment.  They  will  need  help  from 
at  least  one  of  the  two  leftist  par¬ 
ties. 

Yeltsin  turns 
to  foreign  policy 
after  election 

MOSCOW  (Reuter)  -  President 
Boris  Yeltsin  moved  yesterday  to 
assert  his  personal  control  over 
foreign  policy  while  triumphant 
Communists  continued  to  revel  in 
their  parliamentary  election 
victory. 

Yeltsin,  recovering  from  heart 
problems  in  a  sanatorium,  set  up  a 
new  Council  on  Foreign  Policy 
which  wiQ  be  responsible  directly 
to  him,  his  press  service  said.  . 

-  The  Council  was  created  “to  en¬ 
hance  the  effectiveness  of  Russia’s 
foreign  policy  and  to  implement 
the  president’s  powers  in  defining 
the  guidelines  of  the  foreign 
policy.” 

Yeltsin  and  Prime  Minister  Vik¬ 
tor  Chernomyrdin  were  due  to  dis¬ 
cuss  lister  yesterday  tire  results  of 
last  week’s  parliamentary  election, 
the  political  situation  in  the  coun¬ 
try  and  personnel  issues,  Interfax 
news  agency  said. 

In  the  first  resignation  from  the 
cabinet  since  the  election,.  Yelt¬ 
sin’s  once-dose  associate  Sergei 
Shakhrai  stepped  down  as  deputy 
premier  to  take  op  a  seat  in  the 
new  State  Duma  lower  house. 

Shakhrai,  who  helped  Yeltsin 
dismantle  the  former  Soviet  Union 
by  forming  the  Commonwealth  of 
Independent  States  (CTS)  in  1991, 
won  a  seat  in  an  individual  constit¬ 
uency  in  his  native  Rostov-on-Don 
region  in  southern  Russia. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Mordechai  was  eagerly  courted 
by  a  number  of  parties,  especially 
Labor,  but  also  by  David  Levy 
for  his  soon-to-be-born  party. 
Throughout  months  of  energetic 
nimor-mongering  by  the  media, 
Mordechai  maintained  a  strict 
silence. 

Earlier  in  the  day,  Shamir  an¬ 
nounced  he  would  not  seek  an¬ 
other  term  in  the  Knesset.  Noting 
that  he  is  80,  he  said,  “The  time 
has  come  to  step  down.” 

Shamir  had  planned  to  resign 
after  losing  the  premiership  in 
1992,  but  reconsidered.  He 
promised  last  night  that  be  would 
“do  my  utmost  during  the  cam¬ 
paign  to  help  the  Likud  back  to 
power.  This  government  is  bad 
for  Israel  and  must  be  replaced." 

A  similar  promise  to  help  the 
Likud  came  from  Nissim,  who 
served  as  justice  minister  in  the 
Likud  government  and  for  a  time 
as  minister  of  finance  in  the  na¬ 
tional  unity  government. 

Nissim  sent  a  letter  to  Likud 
chairman  B inyam  in  Netanyahu 
informing  him  he  would  not  be  in 
the  running  thi^  time  around.  He 
reminded  Netanyahu  of  the  ob¬ 
jections  “I  had  long  sounded  to 
the  primary  system.  This  system 
has  now  overrun  the  entire  politi¬ 
cal  arena  and  there  is  no  one  to 
stop  or  curb  it.” 

Nissim  had  complained  that  to 
contest  the  primaries,  candidates 
must  have  considerable  funds. 
He  foresaw  that  the  primaries 
would  eventually  wipe  the  rem¬ 
nants  of  the  Liberal  contingent 
from  the  Likud  Knesset  slate. 

“The  dangers  of  corruption 
and  fawning  to  target  sectors 
bothers  me,”  he  wrote.  “Fund 
raising  creates  a  real  problem  of  a 


Police  and  rescue  workers  stand  next  to  the  body  of  an  Edendale  township  resident 
yesterday  after  it  was  pulled  out  of  the  flood  waters  in  KwaZulu-Nataf.  (R*at«) 

119  killed,  many  missing 
in  South  African  floods 


AT  least  119  people  were  killed 
and  many  more  missing  in  floods 
caused  by  heavy  rains  in  South 
Africa's  KwaZulu-Natal  prov¬ 
ince,  police  said  yesterday. 

Police  divers,  rescue  teams, 
residents  and  helicopters  were 
polling  out  bodies  from  the  Um- 
sunduzi  River  and  its  tributary 
the  Slangspnrit  which  burst  their 
banks  on  Monday  night. 

Police  spokesman  Henry  Bu- 
drum  said  119  bodies  had  been 
recovered  so  far. 

“We  are  expecting  to  find 
many  more  overnight  and  tomor¬ 
row,”  he  told  Reuters. 

The  victims  all  lived  in  Imbali 
next  to  the  Edendale  black 
township  outside 

Pietermaritzburg. 

Police  and  residents  said  the 
water  level  had  dropped  and  the 
townships  were  no  longer  in  dan¬ 
ger  unless  heavy  rains  poured- 
down  again. 

Distraught  residents  scoured 
the  river  banks  searching  for  rela¬ 
tives  while  a  police  helicopter  air¬ 
lifted  body-bags  carrying  victims. 
They  waded  through  mud  and 
bushes,  many  crying  in  anguish 
after  discovering  their  dead 
relatives. 

Mortuary  workers  said  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  those  who  died  appeared 
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to  have  been  in  their  late  teens. 

“People  have  been  coming  to 
look  for  up  to  10  people  per  fam¬ 
ily,'’  one  mortuary  worker  said. 

Imbali  resident  Enock  Nhlan- 
gulela  said  he  bad  lost  nine  rela¬ 
tives  in  the  floods. 

“So  far  we  have  recovered  four 
bodies.  But  we  are  still  missing 
five  relatives,  including  my  three- 
week  old  sister.” 

“I  was  lucky  because  I  went  to 
visit  friends  when  the  heavy  rains 
came.  When  I  returned  I  found 
everyone  and  everything  inside 
the  house  had  been  washed 
away,”  he  said. 

Pendukfle  Masikane.  50  said 
she  had  lost  her  husband  and  a 
daughter. 

“Hie  water  came  inside  and 
washed  everything  away  includ¬ 
ing  my  husband  and  my  child  I 
managed  to  make  it  to  safety,  but 
I  have  lost  everything,  even  my 
house  was  swept  away,”  she  said. 

Provincial  parliamentarian 
Sifiso  Nkabinde  said  the  regional 
government  has  declared  Imbali 
township  a  disaster  area, 

“We  will  do  all  we  can  to  assist 
the  victims.  We  will  be  appealing 


to  the  central  government  to  pro¬ 
vide  funds  for  assistance,”  be 
said. 

Russel  Ndlovu,  who  has  lived 
in  the  area  for  30  years,  said  the 
floods  were  the  worst  experi¬ 
enced  in  his  lifetime. 

“I  have  been  here  for  30  years 
and  I  have  never  seen  anything 
like  this.  There  are  still  bodies 
lying  in  the  bushes  near  the  riv¬ 
er.  There  are  plenty  of  them.” 

Many  shacks  were  swept 
away.  Budrum  said  residents 
were  being  assisted  to  build 
makeshift  homes. 

“Everything  possible  is  being 
done  to  help  the  survivors  of  the 
floods.  Tents  are  being  provided 
and  the  community  is  also  help¬ 
ing.  he  said. 

For  many  years  Edendale  and 
Imbali  was  the  scene  of  fatter 
fighting  between  supporters  of 
President  Nelson  Mandela’s  Af¬ 
rican  National  Congress  (ANC) 
arid  Chief  Mangosuthu  Bufhele- 
zi's  Inkatha  Freedom  Party. 

Political  violence  has  eased 
since  elections  in  April  last  year 
ended  white-minority  rule.  But 
on  Christmas  Day  at  least  14 
people  were  killed  in  a  mass  raid 
by  Inkatha  warriors  on  ANC 
supporters  in  the  Shobasbobane 
settlement. 


N.  Korea  returns  fishermen  seized  seven  months  ago 


FIVE  South  Korean  fishermen, 
caught  in  a  political  tug-of-war 
for  nearly  seven  months,  made 
an  emotional  return  home  yes¬ 
terday  after  being  freed  by 
North  Korea. 

The  release  appeared  to  he  a 
pragmatic  conciliatory  gesture 
by  the  impoverished  North  to 
improve  relations.  It  could  set 
the  stage  for  the  communist 
country  to  seek  more  rice  aid 
from  the  capitalist  South. 

Dressed  in  suits  and  carrying 

MORDECHAI 

conflict  of  interests,  and  for  us 
the  move  from  the  central  elec¬ 
tion  system  -  which  is  not  remem¬ 
bered  fondly  -  to  the  primary 
election  system  is  a  move  out  of 
the  frying  pan  and  into  the  fire.  It 
could  be  that  I  live  in  an  old- 
fashioned  world,  but  I  never  even 
remotely  considered  collecting 
money  from  prominent  people 
and  businessmen  to  finance  my 
election  to  any  position,  and  any 
time  donations  were  offered  to 
me  for  this  purpose,  I  completely 
rejected  them.” 

The  rampant  speculation  in  re¬ 
cent  days  about  a  surprise  last- 
minute  return  to  the  party  by 
MKs  David  Levy  and  David  Ma- 
gen  was  not  borne  out  by  last 
night's  deadline.  “All  the  talk  of 
coming  back  was  unfounded,” 
said  Magen. 

But  yesterday's  deadline  did 
bring  a  few  surprises.  Among 
them  was  the  entry  into  the  Likud 
fray  of  former  Agudat  Yisrael 
MK  Eliezer  Mizrahi.  While  the 
Likud  had  moderately  religious 
candidates,  such  as  Nissim,  it 
never  had  anyone  as  harder  as 
Mizrahi. 


identical  dark-gray  suitcases, 
the  men  looked  healthy  as  they 
crossed  the  Military  Demarca¬ 
tion  Line  tnat  separates  the  bit¬ 
ter  rivals  at  4  p.m.  after  shaking 
hands  with  North  Korean  mili¬ 
tary  officials  and  waving 
farewell. 

“Thank  you;  we  cannot  forget 
your  hospitality,”  one  shouted. 

The  cremated  remains  of 
three  crewmen  were  handed 
over  to  South  Korean  Red  Cross 
representatives  who  wore  white 

Mizrahi  expressed  the  hope 
last  night  that,  “The  fact  that  I 
am  haredi  will  not  affect  my 
chances.  My  credo  and  that  of  the 
Likud  are  not  all  that  different.” 

Mizrahi  was  one  of  two  Aguda 
MKs  —  the  other  being  Avraham 
Verdiger  -  who  in  1990  foiled  the 
“stinking  maneuver”  whereby 
Labor  sought  to  bring  down  the 
national  unity  government  Miz¬ 
rahi  and  Verdiger  refused  to  go 
along  with  the  deal  between 
Aguda  and  Labor  despite  great 
pressure. 

Among  other  familiar  faces  in 
the  race  will  be  former  MK  and 
former  ambassador  to  Washing¬ 
ton  Zalman  Shovai,  former  Tso- 
met  MK  Yoash  Tziddon,  Arid 
MK  Esther  Salmovitz  (formerly 
of  Tsomet  and  then  Yi’ud)  and 
former  Tehiya  MK  Geula  Cbheo. 
Cohen’s  forms  were  handed  in  by 
her  son,  MK  Tzahi  Hauegbi,  also 
very  much  in  the  running. 

One  slot  is  reserved  for  new 
immigrant  candidates  and  one  for 
young  activists.  Among  those 
seeking  the  immigrant  vote  will 
be  Soviet  aliya  activist  Yuli 
Kosharovsky. 

Lieu  Collins  contributed  to  this 
report 


RAMALLAH 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

The  withdrawal  from  Ramallah 
will  be  the  final  IDF  move  out  of 
populated  Palestinian  areas  until 
the  partial  withdrawal  from  He¬ 
bron  in  late  March. 

Meanwhile,  at  yesterday’s  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Foreign  Affairs  and 
Defense  Committee,  IDF  Chief 
of  Staff  Lt-Gen.  Amnon  Lipkin 
Shahak  said  “great  difficulties” 
are  likely  to  be  encountered  “if 


we  try  to  arrest  suspects  in  Judea 
and  Samaria.  Detentions  are 
made  according  to  our  decisions 
and  orders  without  any  liaison 
with  the  Palestinian  Authority. 
We  are  monitoring  the  agree¬ 
ments  between  Hamas  and  the- 
PA.  At  this  stage,  since  the  con¬ 
tacts  began,  there  has  been  a  hia¬ 
tus  on  attacks.’’ 

Jon  Immanuel  and  Liat  Collins 
contributed  to  this  report 


face  masks. 

After  quick  medical  checks, 
the  survivors  were  reunited  with 
weeping  relatives  at  a  South  Ko¬ 
rean  government  building  out¬ 
side-  the  border  village  of 
Panmunjom. 

“I  never  thought  I  would  get 
back  home  alive,”  said  a  tearful 
Park  Jae-yoi.  one  of  the 
fishermen. 

The  men  said  they  were  inter¬ 
rogated  but  not  mistreated  dur¬ 
ing  their  stay. 

PERES 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Savir  said.  “I  want' to  ascertain  that 
peace,  as  we  in  Israel  define  it,  is 
also  a  Syrian  self-interest,  while 
respecting  the  interests  and  needs 
of  the  two  sides.” 

The  two  sides  will  not  attempt  to 
conclude  a  declaration  of  princi¬ 
ples  during  the  next  several  days, 
he  said.  “The  discussion  ,  is  concep¬ 
tual,  on  defining  a  goal,”  for  the 
talks,  he  said 

Syrian  negotiators  left  for  the 
US  yesterday  optimistic  thar  the 
new  round  of  talks  will  break  the 
deadlock  in  negotiations,  a  senior 
Syrian  official  sakL 

“We  hope  that  this  round  will  be 
better  than  the  previous  ones,”  be 
said  “There  is  a  new  atmosphere 
and  we  have  big  hopes.  We  look 
forward  to  progress." 

He  said  Syria  is  ready  to  discuss 
all  points  with  an  open  mind  in  the 
meetings. 

‘Syria  is  ready  to  discuss  ,  any 
ideas  from  the  Israelis  if  these  do 
rot  harm  sovereignty,  dignity',  and 
independence,  and  if  these  ideas 
will  lead  to  full  withdrawal  from 
our  occupied  lands,”  he  said 

“Syria  is  still  ready  to  make  full 
peace  with  Israel  in  return  for  frill 
withdrawal  from  the  Golam”  he 
added 

The  Syrian  delegation  consists 
of  Walid  Moslem,  Syria’s  arnb&s- 
sador  to  Washington,  and  Michael 
Wahbi,  director  of  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter  Farouk-  Sham’s,  office. 

In  addition  to  Savir,  die  Israeli 
team  consists  of  Ambassador  to . 
the  US  Itamar  Rabinovich  and 
Foreign  Ministry .  legal  adviser 
Yoel  Singer.' 
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the  middle  east 


a  lesson 


BARRY  RUBIN 


analysis 


ON  tbe  surface,  die  success 
of  radical  Isfamir-  candi¬ 
dates  in  Turkey’s  parfia- 
mentary  elections  seems  shock¬ 
ing.  Bnt  that  country^  stability 
and  secularism  will,  not  be 
banned  if  the  moderates  learn 
their  lesson. 

After  all.  the 

Welfare  Party  really  came  in  last 
Only  quarrels  among  its  rivals  let 
it  come  in  first. 

Tlie  Welfare  Party  received 
slightly  over  23  percent  of  the 
vote  -  up  2%  from  1994  -  while 
two  centrist  parties  split  almost 
J9  % ,  and  two  rival  social  demo¬ 
cratic  parties  divided  25%.  Since 
her  True  Path  Party  ram»  jjj  sec_ 
ond,  prime  minister  Tansn  Oiler 
resigned  and  will  form  a  caretak¬ 
er  government. 

Tbe  line  op  in  the  new  session 
of  the  S50Anember  parliament 
will  see  158  Welfare  Party  mem¬ 
bers.  For  the  conservatives, 
enter’s  True  Path  and  the  com¬ 
peting  Motherland  parties  will 
have  135  and  132  seats  respec¬ 
tively. 

On  the  left,  the  Democratic 
Left  wiD  have  75  and  the  Repub¬ 
lican  People’s  Party  will  have  50 
seats. 

Thus,  the  Islamic  forces  can 
achieve  a  majority  only  if  one  of 
the  other  conservative  groupings 
agrees  to  be  its  junior  partner. 
This  is  extremely  unlikely. 

One  reason  this  will  probably 
not  happen  is  the  figure  of  Tur¬ 
key’s  tough  president,  Suleiman 
Demirel. 

Although  the  presidency  is  the¬ 
oretically  apolitical,  he  was  the 
founder  of  the  True  Path  party 
and  continues  to  be  Its  patron. 
Demirel  wtD  do  everything  possi¬ 
ble  to  force  together  a  coalition 
that  can  exclude  the  Islamic 
forces  from  power. 

Demirel’s  first  decision  is 
whom  to  ask  to  try  to  assemble  a 
majority  coalition  in  parliament. 
As  in  Israel,  the  president  cus- 
tomarily  toms  to  the  leader  of  the 
largest  single  party,  but  he  does 
not  have  to  do  so.  If  this  fiisr 
candidate  fails,  a  second  leader  is 
given  this  opportunity. 

While  the  Welfare  Party  has 
some  impressive  young  pragmat¬ 
ic  leaders  -  along  with  some  ex¬ 
tremist  demagogues  -  the  head  of 
the  party  is  Necmettin  Erbakan. 
The  party’s  founder  and  leader 
during  its  many  years  as  a  virtual 
sect,  Erbakan  is  neither  charis¬ 
matic  cor  respected  by  his  politi¬ 
cal  counterparts. 

In  no  way  is  Turkey  other 
about  to  become  an  Islamic  fun¬ 
damentalist  state  nor  abandon  its 
orientation  to  Europe,  a  policy 
implanted  by  the  still-revered 
Kemal  Ataturk,  the  republic’s 
founder,  over  70  years  ago. 

Despite  social  dislocations,  the 
country's  rapid,  successful  mod¬ 
ernization  is  moving  it  ever  closer 
to  the  West. 

Ironically,  the  election’s  most 


Young  supporters  of  the  pro-lsiamk  Welfare  Party  make  a 
right,  a  poster  shows  the  Welfare  Party’s  local  candidates. 


immediate  harm  may  be  to  dis¬ 
courage  Europe  from  accepting 
Turkey. 

A  treaty  to  let  Turkey  join  the 
European  Union’s  customs  union 
-■  many  years  in  tbe  works  -  may 
be  jeopardized  by  a  European 
perception  associating  Turkey 
with  extremist  Middle  Eastern 
doctrines. 

Significantly,  Turkey’s  primary 
complaint  against  the  West  - 
Bosnia  -  is  a  symbol  for  than  of 
Europe  rejecting  a  people  who, 
like  the  Turks,  want  to  be  part  of 
it 

FOREIGN  policy  issues  played 
little  part  in  the  election  and,  if 
anything,  damaged  the  Welfare 
Paitys  appeaL 

The  Iranian  model  is  so  unap¬ 
petizing  that  Turkish  Islamists  try 
to  dissociate  themselves  from  Te¬ 
heran.  Turkish  suspicion  of  Is¬ 
lamic  law  was  intensified  last 
summer  by  Saudi  Arabia’s  be¬ 
heading  of  Turkish  truck-drivers 
accused  of  smuggling  an  aphro¬ 
disiac  drug  into  that  country. 

While  contributing  to  the 
country’s  problems,  the  very 
costly  war  against  Kurdish  radi¬ 
cals  in  southeastern  Turkey  also 


had  little  effect  on  the  balloting. 
Many  Kurds  are  completely  as¬ 
similated  and  the  great  majority 
of  Turks  are  united  in  opposition 
to  any  concessions  to  the  rebels, 
who  claim  20%  of  the  country 
and  are  actively  engaged  in 
terrorism. 

.  So  great  is  die  power  ,  of  both 

Turkish  nationalism  and  the  al¬ 
lure  of  Europe,  that  even  tbe 
Welfare  Party  tries  to  accommo¬ 
date  than.  Its  foreign  policy  is  to 
argue  -  rather  improbably  -  that 
the  Islamic  world  is  waiting  for 
Ttrrkcy  to  lead  it. 

>'  At  the  same  time,  the  party’s 
more  sophisticated  leaders  argue 
that  there  is  no  contradiction  be¬ 
tween  being  a  good  Moslem  and 
a  thoroughly  modem  individual. 

What,  then,  is  the  basis  for  the 
Welfare  Party’s  rise? 

One  factor  is  discontent  in 
parts  of  the  country  being  left 
behind  by  development. 

Another  is  tbe  disorientation 
of  recent  migrants  from  villages 
to  cities,  whose  huge  numbers 
have  made  Istanbul  possibly  the 
world’s  largest  city. 

Like  their  counterparts  in 
Arab  countries,  the  Welfare  Par¬ 
ty’s  activists  engage  in  a  lot  of 


grassroots  organizing  and  welfare 
work  to  build  a  base  of  support. 

Another  problem  is  a  broad 
popular  dissatisfaction  with  apo¬ 
litical  establishment  seemingly 
indifferent  to  the  problems  of  av¬ 
erage  people  and  roused  to  en¬ 
thusiasm  only  by  its  internal 
quarrels. 

High  inflation  -  almost  100 
percent  a  year  -  is  an  especially 
devastating  problem,  undercut¬ 
ting  tbe  ability  of  almost  every¬ 
one  to  make  a  living. 

Yet  even  with  aD  these  factors, 
the  Welfare  Party  barely 
achieved  one  vote  in  five.  ■ 

An  additional  point  constrain¬ 
ing  the  Mamie  politicians  is  the 
army’s  deep-seated  opposition  to 
them.  Though  Turks  don’t  like  to 
speculate  on  tins,  the  armed 
forces  would  sooner  stage  a  coop 
than  see  an  Islamic  regime  in 
Ankara. 

Periodically,  officers  who  tint 
with  Islamic  ideology  are  purged. 

During  the  1970s,  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  governmental  paralysis 
and  endless  factional  bickering 
led  to  an  upsurge  in  violence 
from  extreme  leftist  and  rightist 
groups. 

HnaDy,  the  army  stepped  in  - 


Turkish  firebrand  dreams  of  Islamic  world  order 


AUSTAIH  BELL 
ANKARA 

SECULAR  Turkey’s  veteran 
Islamist  leader  Necmettin 
Erbakan  dreams  of  heading 
a  global  Moslem  order. 

“From  now  on  Turkey’s  view 
of  the  world  and  the  world's  view 
of  Turkey  has  changed,”  Erba¬ 
kan  said  as  his  Welfare  Party 
(RP)  emerged  in  first  place  at  the 
polls  on  Sunday. 

Erbakan,  RFs  firebrand  lead¬ 
er  lauded  as  a  “holy  warrior”  af¬ 
ter  his  victory,  immediately  set 
out  plans  for  reassessing  ties  with 
the  West  and  demanded  Presi¬ 
dent  Suleyman  Demirel  appoint 
him  prime  minister  so  he  could 
put  them  into  practice. 

"Welfare  will  be  at  tire  head  of 
government,”  he  told  private 
ATV  television.  “The  people 
want  Welfare.” 

At  an  earlier  election  rally,  he 
spoke  of  his  plans  to  set  np  “an 
Islamic  United  Nations,  an  Is¬ 
lamic  NATO  and  an  Islamic  ver¬ 


sion  of  tbe  EU.  We  will  create  an 
Islamic  currency.” 

Erbakan,  a  man  of  grand, 
sweeping  ideas  that  are  often 
short  on  detail,  belies  his  training 
as  a  mechanical  engineer. 

Impressed  with  the  young  Er¬ 
bakan’s  precision,  staid  profes¬ 
sors  at  Istanbul  University  let  him 
teach  classes  in  motor  machinery 
straight  after  graduating  at  22. 

He  later  spent  two  years  con¬ 
ducting  research  in  a  West  Ger¬ 
man  university  and  factories  in 
tbe  Ruhr  during  the  postwar  re¬ 
construction  boom  before  return¬ 
ing  to  Turkey. 

His  time  abroad  did  not  dis¬ 
tract  him  from  his  obligations  as  a 
Moslem  or  impress  him  with  the 
ways  of  the  West. 

“The  West  learned  everything 
it  knows  from  tbe  Moslems,”  be 
said  in  a  newspaper  interview  last 
year. 

Welfare  opposes  Tarkey’s  43- 
year-old  membership  of  NATO. 
It  is  also  against  a  recent  customs 
union  between  Ankara  and  the 
European  Union  which  Erbakan 


sees  as  part  of  a  Western  plot  to 
hold  the  Moslem  world  under  its 
economic  domination. 

Erbakan  has  slammed  the 
PLO’s  peace  deal  with  Israel. 

“I  promise  I  win  work  for  a  just 
order,  to  liberate  Bosnia,  Azer¬ 
baijan,  Chechnya  and  Jerusa¬ 
lem,”  read  an  oath  he  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  followers  recited  at  a 
historical  Istanbul  mosque  at  the 
start  of  his  election  campaign. 

Calmer  heads  in  tire  party  of¬ 
ten  have  a  hard  time  undoing  the 
damage  done  by  Erbakan’s  wild 
rhetoric. 

The  Welfare  economic  mani¬ 
festo,  written  by  Erbakan,  prom¬ 
ises  to  scrap  interest  rates  and  do 
away  with  “world  imperialism 
and  2onism  as  well  as  Israel  and 
a  handful  of  champagne-drinking 
collaborators  in  tbe  holcfing  com¬ 
panies  that  feed  it.” 

But  RP  officials  say  the  party 
would  not  drastically  interfere 
with  Turkey’s  economic  struc¬ 
ture.  And  it  is  doubtful  if  Welfare 
will  have  enough  seats  in  parlia¬ 
ment  to  enable  its  leader  to  em- 


tent  Ecevit  distrusted  Erbakan  so 
much  in  1974  that  he  refused  to 
leave  him  the  powers  of  premier¬ 
ship  when  he  went  on  foreign 


Necmettin  Erbakan;  Landed 
as  a  /holy  warrior.*  cap) 

bark  on  his  ambitious  foreign 
policy. 

He  (fid  not  push  a  radical  agen¬ 
da  when  he  served  as  deputy 
prime  minister  in  two  coalition 
governments  in  the  1970s.  All  the 
same,  former  prime  minister  Bu- 


i  was  born  in  the  north¬ 
ern  town  of  Sinop  in  1926,  (me  of 
six  children  of  a  father  who  had 
served  as  a  traveling  Islamic 
judge  (kadi)  in  the  crumbling  Ot¬ 
toman  Empire  at  tire  beginning  of 
the  century. 

Erbakan  is  married  with  three 
children. 

Turkish  caricaturists  often  lam¬ 
poon  him  as  a  skull-capped  Is¬ 
lamic  “Hoca”  (teacher),  twid¬ 
dling  prayer  breads.  But  die 
white-haired  Erbakan  dresses  in 
a  shirt  and  tie,  as  do  many  Islam¬ 
ists  in  99  percent  Moslem  but  sec¬ 
ular  Turkey. 

He  entered  politics  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  Islamist  MP  for  the  con¬ 
servative  central  town  of  Konya 
in  1969,  accusing  then  prime  min¬ 
ister  Suleyman  Demirel  of  re¬ 
moving  him  as  head  of  a  presti¬ 
gious  business  group  for  his 
beliefs.  (Reuter) 


Oman  trying  to  revive  frankincense’s  smell  of  success 


frankincense  that  die 

New  Testament  says  the 
L  wise  men  gave  to  baby  J©- 
is  still  produced  in  tins  ancient 
i,  where  the  govenunentis 
□g  to  revive  trade  m  a  fra- 
ice  once  worth  more  than 

oday,  frankincense  has  lost 
it  of  its  mystique  and  much  of 
ahie.  Sold  over  the  counter  m 
tic  bags  or  cheap  car*oard 
es,  it  goes  for  less  than  $5  for 
grams  throughout  the  Guu- 
Lfnforranatety,  in  the  West 

kincense  is  unknown  except 
:hurches  where  it  «  sttlj 
led  for  its  fragrance,  sam 
oed  Shariff  Bakry,  export  m- 
or  at  Oman’s  state-owned 
Kc  Authority  for  Marketing 
(cultural  Produce- 
We  are  trying  to  recover  the 


tradition.” 

As  part  of  the  campaign, 
Oman  is  exporting  frankincense 
in  Christmas  gift  packs  to  Europe 
in  order  “to  restore  its  historical 
religious  connotation.’ 

Frankincense  has  been  made  at 
fire  southern  end  of  tbe  Arabian 
Peninsula  and  exported  for  more 
than  3,000  years,  but  unless  tbe 
trade  is  revived,  its  manufacture 
is  in  danger  of  dying  out,  Bakry 
said. 

Made  from  the  sap  of  boswelba 
trees  that  grow  almost  exclusively 
in  southern  Oman  and  neighbor¬ 
ing  Yemen,  foe  fragrance  was 
highly  prized  long  before  the  trio 
ofwise  men  took  gold,  frankm- 
cense  and  mynh  to  the  infant 

In  1500  BCE,  frescoes  depict¬ 
ing  an  expedition  sent  by  Egyp- 


ANWAB  FAHUQ1 

MUSCAT 

tian  Queen  Hafehcpsut  showed 
frankincense  as  part  of  the  rich 
cargo  of  gifts. 

The  Queen  of  Sheba  presented 
King  Solomon  with  frankincense, 
and  its  fragrant,  cosmetic  and 
medicinal  qualities  are  also  cited 
in  Jewish  and  Moslem  tracts. 

The  production  process  has 
changed  little  over  tire  centuries. 
Fanners  make  an  incision  in  foe 
boswellia  tree  in  the  spring  and 
waitfor  the  sap  to  ooze  out  over  a 
period  of  weeks.  The  solidified 
gum  that  is  then  scraped  off  is 
frankincense. 

“Few  villagers  are  interested  in 
doing  die  work.  They  are  more 
interested  in  finding  jobs  in  the 


dries,”  said  Bakry. 

These  days  the  harvest  in 
Oman,  always  the  source  of  the 
best  quality  frankincense, 
reaches  just  over  20  tons  per 
year. 

At  the  height  of  the  trade  in 
the  second  century,  nearly  3,000 
tons  were  transported  each  year 
from  southern  Arabia  to  tbe  tem¬ 
ples  and  palaces  of  Greece, 
Rome,  Babylon  and  Persia. 

Writing  in  the  first  century,  the 
Roman  historian  Pliny  claimed 
frankincense  had  made  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  southern  Arabia  the  richest 
in  the  world. 

Frankincense  was  once  com¬ 
monly  used  in  perfumes,  but  to- 
•  day  Western  perfume  houses  pre¬ 
fer  synthetic  oils,  Bakry  said. 

Nevertheless,  Oman  has  been 
trying  to  recapture  its  age-old  tra¬ 


dition  of  perfume-making,  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  bom  in  tins 
part  of  tbe  world. 

In  1983,  Oman’s  Sabco  group, 
owned  by  the  country’s  royal 
family,  commissioned  Parisian 
perfumer  Guy  Robert  to  produce 
a  distinctly  Omani  fragrance. 

The  result  was  Amouage,  one 
of  tbe  most  expensive  perfumes 
in  the  world  and  one  of  the  few 
made  with  real  frankincense. 

“Amouage  sounds  very 
French,  but  it  is  a  pure  Arabic 
word  which  means  waves  ”  said 
Akber  Ahmed  Hussein,  the  com¬ 
pany’s  sales  and  marketing 
manager. 

A  tiny  10-milliliter  bottle, 
which  comes  gilded  in  24-carat 
gold,  sells  for  more  than  $400  - 
slightly  more  than  an  ounce  of 
gold  at  today's  prices.  (AP) 


Why  the  Cairo 
talks  failed 


victory  sign  after  a  rally  in  Ankara  on  Saturday.  At  their 

(AP) 


as  it  had  on  two  previous  occa¬ 
sions- to  take  over  and  gradually 
return  the  country  to  democratic 
rule.  The  current  crisis  will  al¬ 
most  certainly  be  settled  more 
easily,  in  part  due  to  the  army’s 
role  as  a  deterrent. 

The  relationship  between  Tur¬ 
key  and  Israel  has  never  been 
closer  than  it  is  today. 

An  Islamic  radical  takeover  in 
Ankara  would  destroy  these  ties; 
even  the  specter  of  a  growing  Is¬ 
lamic  party  might  intimidate 
Turkish  politicians  into  appease¬ 
ment  of  the  Welfare  Party  and  its 
voters.  Distancing  itself  from  Is¬ 
rael  could  be  an  attractive  option 
for  them. 

Yet  the  likely  response  of  the 
Taririsfa  leadership  will  be  the  ex¬ 
act  opposite  approach:  to  defy 
the  Islamic  radicals  and  undercut 
them  and  their  allies  abroad  by 
continuing  and  intensifying  the 
finks  between  tbe  two  countries. 

Barry  Rubin,  a  senior  fellow  at 
Bar-Ban  University  BESA  Cen¬ 
ter,  is  author  of  Assimilation  and 
Its  Discontents,  Revolution  Until 
Victory:  The  Politics  and  History 
of  the  PLO,  and  Istanbul 
Intrigues. 


PUMAS  1NBARI 


THE  failure  of  last  week's 
Hamas-Palestinian  Au¬ 
thority  negotiations  in  Cai¬ 
ro  (fid  not  come  as  a  surprise. 
Neither  the  PA  nor  Hamas  are 
mature  enough  to  agree  on  how 
to  regulate  their  reciprocal 
relations. 

The  PA,  in  Cairo,  offered  to 
allow  Hamas  to  participate  in 
next  month’s  election  in  return 
for  Hamas  abandoning  nrifitary 
activity  and  becoming  a  political 
party.  Moreover,  to  realize  tbe 
goal  of  “national  maty,”  the  PA 
offered  Hamas  tbe  chafny.  to 
compose  agreed  joint  fists  with 
Fatah  and  other  parties. 

But  this  proposal  came  before 
its  time.  Hamas  is  still  a  very 
“Jihadist”  movement.  It  cannot 
renounce  the  jihad  because  tins 
would  imply  acceptance  of  the 
Oslo  accords,  tire  denial  erf  which 
is  the  common  denominator  of  all 
Hamas  factions.  Furthermore, 
Hamas  cannot  rely  on  “FLO  de¬ 
mocracy.”  PA  Chairman  Yasser 
Arafat  has  not  allowed  his  own 
Fatah  movement  to  organize  into 
a  political  party,  so  for  Hamas 
leaders,  serious  questions  remain 
as  to  whether  he  would  permit  a 
Hamas  party  to  operate. 

A  joint  list  with  Fatah  is  also 
less  than  what  Arafat  has  previ¬ 
ously  offered  Hamas.  Before  the 
Oslo  accords,  Hamas  accepted  an 
Arafat  offer  to  join  the  PLO,  on 
condition  it  would  receive  40  per¬ 
cent  of  all  the  positions  within  it 
Hamas  has  not  retreated  from 
this  demand,  which  cannot  be 
satisfied  by  a  joint  election  list 
with  Fatah. 

If  these  obstacles  were  not 
enough,  Hamas  also  cannot  ac¬ 
cept  tire  PA’s  Cairo  proposal  be¬ 
cause  it  does  not  indude  a  guar¬ 
antee  that  once  Hamas  has  laid 
down  its  aims,  the  PA  will  not 
shut  it  down.  Hamas  has  de¬ 
manded  a  Parties  Law,  a  demand 
Arafat  rejected. 

Arafat’s  reluctance  to  confirm 
a  Parties  Law  casts  a  shadow  on 
his  intentions,  not  only  regarding 
Hamas.  Uris  problem  has  already 
arisen  in  his  relations  with  the 
local  Fatah  leadership  in  tbe 


West  Bank  which,  like  Hamas, 
wanted  constitutional  safeguards 
for  political  parties.  Arafat 
turned  them  down,  saying  “the 
revolution  continues.”  The  na¬ 
ture  of  this  revolution  was  out¬ 
lined  in  his  address  to  tiie  crowds 
in  Nablus,  with  his  promise  to 
liberate  Jerusalem. 

Hamas  leaders  no  doubt  asked 
themselves  if  Arafat  has  still  not 
totally  dosed  the  door  on  miHtaiy 
action,  why  should  they?  His 
speech  in  Nablus  gave  no  sign 
that  he  has  decided  to  stick  solely 
to  political  activity. 

Of  course,  Arafat’s  failure  to 
clarify  his  aspiration  to  create  a 
democratic  Palestine  is  not  the 
only  reason  behind  the  unsuc¬ 
cessful  PA-Hamas  talks.  Hamas, 
as  a  movement,  could  not  make  a 
unanimous  decision  because  of 
the  conflicting  interests  of  the 
leadership  inside  and  outside  the 
territories. 

Sheikh  Yassin’s  people  in  Gaza 
are  no  doubt  the  most  interested 
in  an  agreement  with  the  PA  be¬ 
cause  they  have  a  local  interest  in 
coexistence  with  the  FA.  The 
outside  leadership,  however,  has 
its  own  interests:  maintaining 
good  relations  with  tbe  radical 
regimes  in  Teheran,  Damascus 
and  Khartoum.  As  long  as  Arafat 
is  the  closest  ally  to  moderate 
Egyptian  President  Hosm  Mu¬ 
barak,  whom  they  regard  as  an 
enemy,  the  outside  leadership 
may  suspect  that  PA-Hamas  ne¬ 
gotiations  are  a  political  trap 
aimed  at  alienating  them  from 
their  natural  allies  in  the  radical 
states  and  promoting  moderate 
local  leadership  in  the  territories 
at  their  expense. 

So  why  did  the  talks  take  place 
at  all?  Mainly  to  prevent  a  Pales¬ 
tinian  cavil  war.  Similar  meetings 
have  taken  place  in  tbe  past  in 
which  relations  between  the  two 
sides were  not  settled,  but  dashes 
were  avoided,  which  is  of  vital 
interest  to  both  parties. 

The  PA  and  tbe  Hamas  will 
probably  continue  to  meet,  but 
for  Israel,  these  meetings  will  not 
reduce  tbe  danger  of  future  Ha¬ 
mas  terrorism. 


IN  BRIEF 


THE  CIA  has  pobfidy  accused  Iran  of  expanding  its 
chemical  and  biological  weapons  capabilities,  and  pro¬ 
vided  an  intriguing  glimpse  into  US  government  efforts 
to  enlist  tbe  cooperation  of  counties  snch  as  China  to  interdict 
shipments  of  precursor  chemicals  to  Iran. 

In  testimony  on  November  1  before  the  Senate  Permanent 
Subcommittee  on  Investigations,  the  director  of  the  CIA’s  Non¬ 
proliferation  Center,  Dr.  Gordon  Odder,  sketched  out  the 
Iranian  expansion  efforts, 

“Even  after  signing  the  Chemical  Weapons  Convention  in 
January  1993,  Teheran  continues  to  upgrade  and  expand  its 
chemical  weapons  production  infrastructure  and  chemical  muni¬ 
tions  arsenal,”  he  said.  “Iran  is  spending  large  sums  of  money  on 
long-term  capital  improvements  to  its  chemical  weapons  pro¬ 
gram  as  part  of  tins  expansion.” 

(The  Iran  Brief,  US) 

The  Hizbullah  has  strode  a  deal  with  Saudi  opposition  leaders 
to  establish  two  military  training  camps  for  Saadi  opposition 
fighters  in  the  Bekaa  Valley. 

Negotiations  began  on  August  2  when  Abdul  Wahab  Moham¬ 
mad  Khani,  of  Damman,  and  Ali  Ahmad  Jihadi,  of  A1  JubaxJ, 
arrived  in  Beirut  and  opened  a  series  of  meetings  with  Hizbullah 
leaders,  intelligence  sources  said. 

Khairi  and  Jihadi  held  several  meetings  in  August  with  Hassan 
NasraHah,  Hizbullah  secretary-general,  and  Wafiq  Safa,  the 
bead  of  the  Hizbullah  security  apparatus  for  tbe  southern  sub¬ 
urbs.  They  also  met  with  Mohammad  Mazbouh,  another  Hizbul¬ 
lah  military  leader. 

Following  these  meetings,  Hizbullah  agreed  to  establish  two 
military  training  camps  for  the  Saudis,  one  near  the  northern 
Bekaa  Valley  town  oi  Hennel  and  one  in  the  village  of  Bfida. 
Each  camp,  which  Hizbullah  agreed  to  finance,  was  large 
enough  to  accommodate  48  people  for  training  sessions  on 
explosives,  inteffigence  work  and  assassination.  One  of  Hizbul-  . 
lah’s  specialties  is  training  in  how  to  bnfld  car  bombs. 

(The  Iran  Brief ,  US) 
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Spring  Macef  1996 
International  Trade  Fair  for  tableware, 
household  articles,  giftware, 
silverware,  goldsmith  production, 
clocks  and  watches 

MILAN  9-10-11-12  February  1996 
Open  non  stop  from  9  a.m.  to  6,30  p.m. 

SPRING  MACEF  1996 
an  essential  appointment  for  your  business 
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Ofakim  as  a  symptom 


ON  an  economic  level,  nothing  can  be 
said  against  closing  the  Oilman  textile 
factory  in  Ofakim.  &  anything,  criticism 
should  be  leveled  at  the  efforts  to  keep  it  alive 
for  too  long.  Particularly  inexplicable  is  the 
$1J5  million  grant  the  Industry  and  Trade  Min¬ 
istry  made  to  the  plant  only  months  ago,  with 
the  understanding  that  Ouman  will  keep  this 
unviable  concern  going  for  at  least  seven  years. 

Advanced  industrial  countries  find  it  almost 
impossible  to  compete  with  developing  coun¬ 
tries  in  textile  manufacturing.  The  wages  of 
textile  laborers  in  China  are  less  than  one  tenth 
of  what  they  are  in  Israel  and  under  current 
conditions,  the  Israeli  worker’s  higher  produc¬ 
tivity  does  not  make  up  for  the  immense  gap  in 
overhead.  The  only  way  a  country  tike  Israel 
can  compete  is  by  switching  to  the  most  ad¬ 
vanced  automation.  But  this,  too,  would  reduce 
the  number  of  jobs  in  the  industry. 

The  decision  to  close  down  Ouman  was, 
then,  to  be  expected.  The  plant’s  owner,  Polgat, 
is  part  of  the  Gal  conglomerate  which  has 
reached  the  conclusion  it  cannot  compete  on  the 
increasingly  open  world  market  while  continu¬ 
ing  to  run  losing  enterprises.  If  the  decision  to 
shut  down  appears  ruthless,  it  is  because  such 
decisions  usually  are  -  although  the  final  step 
could  have  been  taken  with  more  tact  and 
greater  consideration  for  the  workers'  feelings. 

Ultimately,  every  citizen  will  benefit  from 
opening  the  marketplace  to  competition  from 
abroad.  Consumer  prices  will  go  down,  local 
manufacturing  will  be  forced  to  become  more 
efficient  and  competitive,  and  the  consumer 
will  enjoy  greater  variety  and  higher  quality  of 
goods.  Even  the  workers  who  have  just  been 
dismissed  in  Ofakim  will,  in  the  final  analysis, 
gain  from  the  move. 

Yet  there  is  a  nagging  unease  about  the  affair, 
and  not  only  because  it  is  impossible  to  ignore 
the  immediate  agony  of  the  230  laid-off  work¬ 
ers  and  their  families,  and  the  losses  to  local 
businesses  which  their  dismissal  will  cause. 
With  the  unemployment  rate  in  the  country 
being  low,  some  way  will  undoubtedly  be  found 
to  prevent  hardship.  (If  there  is  one  solution 
which  does  not  seem  likely  it  is  that  the  factory 
will  be  taken  over  by  another  concern,  as  was 
rumored  yesterday.  The  hard  economic  facts 
militate  against  such  a  rescue  operation). 

Far  more  troublesome  is  the  general  situation 
in  Ofakim.  Even  before  the  Ouman  decision, 
unemployment  in  Ofakim  was  above  13  per¬ 
cent  The  firings  raised  it  to  20%.  Nor  is  Ofakim 


the  only  Negev  community  suffering  from  dis¬ 
proportionate  joblessness  and  hardship.  The 
malaise  is  familiar  throughout  ilie  periphery. 

This  is  because  for  all  the  noise  about  trans¬ 
forming  Israel  —  one  of  the  last  centralized, 
socialist  economies  in  the  free  world  -  into  a 
capitalist,  free  market  system,  some  essential 
components  are  still  missing. 

The  government  is  still  far  too  large  and 
intrusive.  It  refuses  to  make  real  cuts  in  spend¬ 
ing;  it  employs  too  large  a  segment  of  the  work 
force  (including  many  employees  hidden  in 
sub-contracted  works);  it  owns  more  than  90 
percent  of  the  land  -  including  fanner-con¬ 
trolled  agricultural  tracts  near  urban  areas  -  and 
refuses  to  sell  it  at  reasonable  prices;  it  has  not 
abolished  manufacturing  and  import  monopo¬ 
lies  nor  truly  opened  the  country  to  imports;  it 
has  failed  to  reduce  the  unconscionable  number 
of  licenses  and  permits  which  strangle  every 
business  and  construction  enterprise;  and  it  has 
failed  to  eliminate  superfluous  government  of¬ 
fices  and  curb  the  growth  of  the  bureaucracy. 

The  closing  of  a  few  unprofitable  factories 
will  not  transform  the  economy  into  a  competi¬ 
tive  system,  free  of  dangerous  dependence  on 
foreign  aid  and  expensive  loans;  nor  will  it 
create  a  favorable  trade  balance  and  attract 
immigrants  from  the  industrial  countries.  What 
is  needed  is  an  economic  revolution,  not  spotty 
patch  work. 

Strangely,  in  the  one  area  in  which  govern¬ 
ments  can  and  should  intervene  -  infrastructure 
planning  and  construction  -  the  government  has 
developed  an  uncharacteristic  diffidence. 

Even  the  immediate  solution  offered  by  Pol¬ 
gat  to  the  Ofakim  workers  -  to  be  employed  in 
other  Polgat  plants  in  Beersheba  and  Kiryat  Gat 
-  has  been  called  unrealistic  by  Industry  and 
Trade  Minister  Micha  Harish,  who  claims  the 
commuting  would  be  too  time  consuming. 

The  chronic  unemployment  and  severe  un¬ 
der-development  of  tiie  periphery  could  have 
been  cured  long  ago  had  the  proper  infrastruc¬ 
ture  been  built  What  is  needed  fust  and  fore- 
most  is  a  fast  railway  system  which  would' 
connect  all  the  Negev  towns  to  one  another  and ' 
to  Jerusalem  and  Tel  Aviv. 

Only  the  construction  of  modem,  efficient 
and  fast  public  transport  in  this  relatively  barren 
half  of  the  country  can  realize  the  dream 
nurtured  by  David  Ben-Gurion  and  other  men 
and  women  of  vision  in  Israel's  history:  the 
renascence  of  the  Negev  and  its  full  integration 
into  the  country’s  economy. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


RATIONAL  STANCE 

Sir,  -I  suppose  that  90  percent  of 
my  letters  to  the  editor  are  com¬ 
plaints,  disagreements,  or  otherwise 
negative  in  character.  So,  after  read¬ 
ing  Mas  be  Kahn’s  column  of  De¬ 
cember  8, 1  thought  it  was  only  fair 
to  take  the  time  to  write  a  letter  of 
compliment  and  encouragement 
once  in  a  while,  too. "I  find  that  his 
weekly  A  View  from  Nov  articulates 
a  world  view  with  which  I  have 
much  in  common,  and  does  so  with 
a  simplicity  and  clarity  that  I  envy.  It 
is  unrealistic  to  expect  to  convert 
committed  ideologues  with  argu¬ 
ments  from  the  other  side  of  the 
fence,  but  I  would  hope  that  his 
rational  and  straightforward  stance 
would  help  the  uncommitted  to  see 
Judaism  and  its  political  implica¬ 
tions  in  Israel  in  a  more  positive 
light  than  they  are  usually  portrayed 
in  the  secular  press. 

MORRIS  GOLDMAN 

Tel  Aviv. 


LACK  OF  RESPECT 

Sir,  -  I  was  surprised  and  dis¬ 
turbed  when  I  saw  on  television  pic¬ 
tures  of  the  slain  prime  minister’s 
widow  at  the  funeral -of  her  husband, 
with  her  head  uncovered.  Few  will 
deny  that  for  Jews  there  are  any 
more  significant  expressions  of  their 
Judaism  than  that  which  is  demon¬ 
strated  at  the  interment  of  another 
Jew,  and  if  the  funeral  is  that  of  a 
near  and  dear  one,  all  the  more  rea¬ 
son  for  an  adherence  to  the  estab¬ 
lished  custom. 

If  the  widow  refused,  as  a  matter 
of  principle  to  have  her  head  cov¬ 
ered,  even  in  view  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  and  the  environment,  this 
one  can  reluctantly  accept-  But  no, 
there  is  no  principle  whatsoever  in¬ 
volved  with  the  wearing  of  a  head 
covering,  because  l  now  saw  a  tele¬ 
vision  film  of  Leah  Rabin  having  an 
audience  with  the  pope  in  Rome. 
And  she  wore  a  hat 

Just  what  is  it  that  prompted  her 
that,  at  a  meeting  with  the  leader  of 
another  religion,  she  was  prepared 
to  have  her  head  covered  but  not  at 
the  funeral  of  her  late  lamented  hus¬ 
band  in  the  presence  of  the  head  of 
the  state  religion  of  the  country 
which  Yitzhak  Rabin  served  so  con¬ 
scientiously  for  so  long  with  such 
distinction? 

DAVID  HAMBURGER 

Nemya. 


THERAPY  FOR 
SURVIVORS 

Sir,  -  I  am  a  registered  psycho¬ 
therapist  and  doctoral  research  stu¬ 
dent  at  Keele  University,  Stafford¬ 
shire,  England,  researching  into  the 
experience  of  therapy  for  survivors 
of  the  Holocaust  and  the  second 
generation.  I  would  like  to  discover 
how  helpful  -  or  otherwise  -  such 
therapy  has  been  for  them.  This  is 
new  research  and  wiH  add  to  the 
knowledge  of  people  who  are  work¬ 
ing  in  the  field. 

I  should  be  most  grateful  if  survi¬ 
vors  or  second-generation  people 
who  have  had  therapy  or  counseling 
(who  speak  English)  and  are  willing 
to  offer  this  help  to  me  in  my  re¬ 
search  could  contact  me  c/o  Ord- 
man,  P.O.  Box  1713,  Netanya.  I 
would  then  send  them  a  question¬ 
naire;  at  the  end  of  this  would  be  an 
invitation  to  be  interviewed  if  they 
were  willing.  Distance  is  no  object. 
Complete  confidentiality  would  be 
maintained  at  all  times. 

Equally,  if  there  is  any  person  or 
organization  who  would  be  able  to 
help  me  contact  Holocaust  survivors 
and  the  second  generation  who  have 
had  therapy,  to  send  them  a  ques¬ 
tionnaire,  I  should  also  be  pleased  to 
hear  from  them. 

Netanya.  UNDA  BERMAN 

DISREGARD  OF  LAW 

Sir,  -  in  one  sentence,  Nasser 
YuseL  chief  of  the  Palestinian  Po¬ 
lice,  epitomizes  (in  Steve  Rodan’s 
interview  with  him  on  December  8) 
the  attitude  and  expectations  of 
Messrs  Arafat  and  Co.  Israel  will 
have  to  continue  transferring  to 
them  not  only  territory  and  money, 
but  also  tens  of  thtwanrfs  of  stolen 
cars,  with  not  the  faintest  inteation 
on  their  part  to  round  them  up  and 
return  them  to  us.  “If  we  gather 
them,”  says  Nasser  Yusef.  “it  will 
create  an  explosion.”  Should  we 
create  an  explosion  merely  for  the 
sake  of  returning  stolen  vehicles  to 
their  owners?! 

Is  any  further  proof  needed  of  the 
total  disregard  by  the  Palestine  Au¬ 
thority  of  even  the  most  elementary 
principles  of  law  and  order?  Does 
the  government  of  Israel  compre¬ 
hend  go  whom  it  is  surrendering 
power  and  authority  in  Judea  and 
Samaria? 

GivaJayim.  SAPPHIRE 
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No  surrogates, 


PRINCESS  DIANA’S 
INTERVIEW 

Sir,  -  Penny  Starr’s  outburst 
about  Princess  Diana  was  hysterical 
and  entirely  beside  the  point 
(‘  ‘Channel  surfing,’ '  November  24). 
What  alternative  did  she  have?  The 
Royal  Family  is  about  to  throw  her 
oat,  so  she  is  appealing  to  the  En¬ 
glish  people  for  help. 

Moreover,  should  not  women 
show  more  compassion  for  Princess 
Diana  who  shares  the  fate  of  many 
“ordinary”  women  when  it  comes 
to  the  power  straggle  in  a  marriage 
where  tiie  women  are  mostly  on  the 
losing  end?  And  why  belittle  her 
being  a  nursery-school  assistant  IS 
years  ago?  Do  you  need  a  PhD.  for 
common-sense  wisdom? 

If  she  is  manipulative,  good  for 
her.  What  other  tool  does  she  have? 

EVELYN  COHEN 

Kiryat  Trvon. 


MISINTERPRETED 

Sir,  -  It  is  right  and  proper  that  we 
clarify  the  letter  you  printed  on  De¬ 
cember  15. 

Miss  Adioa  Slater’s  reference  to 
the  speech  of  His  Beatitude  Patri¬ 
arch  Michel  Sabbah  at  the  synod  of 
Bishops  of  Lebanon,  on  the  basis  of 
the  report  printed  in  L  'Osservaiore 
Romano  on  December  1,  demon¬ 
strates  that  she  translated  tiie  Italian 
text  badly.  She  translated  the  adjec¬ 
tive  tocatto  as  “worried”  when  she 
should  have  translated  the  word  as 
“concerned”  or  “interested.”  The 
corresponding  word  in  French  is 
concernL  This  is  the  word  the  patri-. 
arch  used  in  French  in  the  official 
text  of  his  speech. 

The  meaning  of  the  phrase  is 
completely  different  than  thqt  which 
she  credited  to  the  patriarch.  His 
Beatitude  Patriarch  Sabbah  wished 
to  draw  to  the  attention  of  the  as¬ 
sembly,  composed  of  all  the  bishops 
and  Arab  personalities  of  the  Middle 
East,  the  Jewish  reality  in  positive 
sense  and  intention.  In  his  speech, 
“Jerusalem,  throughout  the  Middle 
East,  is  concerned  -  not  worried  - 
by  the  new  reality  represented  by  tiie 
Jewish  context 

The  rest  of  tiie  letter  is  such  rav¬ 
ing  nonsense  that  it  does  not  merit 
any  comment. 

The  Social  Communication  Office 
of  the  Latin  Patriarchate 
Jerusalem. 


r  |  THREE  substitutes  for  Isra- 

I  el’s  presence  on  the  Golan 
JL.  were  recently  aired.  The  in¬ 
tention  was  to  change  public  oppo¬ 
sition  to  withdrawal. 

Substitute  no.  1:  Setting  np 
American-manned  early  warning 
stations  on  the  Golan,  which  could 
provide  timely  warning  of  possible 
hostile  Syrian  action  once  Israel 
leaves  the  Heights. 

This  suggestion  has  aroused 
fierce  controversy  in  Israel,  and 
even  in  Congress.  Most  congress¬ 
men  in  both  bouses  expressed  re¬ 
luctance  over  involving  US  sol¬ 
diers  in  possible  conflict 

In  the  end,  the  Syrians  rejected 
the  proposal  out  of  hand,  claiming 
that  laud-based  warning  stations 
on  the  Golan  manned  by  foreign¬ 
ers  would  infringe  its  sovereignty. 

Substitute  no  2:  State-of-the-art 
US  armaments  and  airborne  warn¬ 
ing  stations.  There  was  an  attempt 
to  persuade  us  that  these  were  ac¬ 
tually  preferable  to  settlements  on 
tiie  Golan.  The  settlements,  it  was 
argued,  do  nothing  to  promote  Is¬ 
rael’s  security  -  but  sophisticated 
aircraft  and  missiles  would  in¬ 
crease  Israel’s  ability  to  deter  Syria 
from  a  return  to  the  war  option. 

The  national  consensus  is  that 
deterrence  is  essential  in  peace¬ 
time,  since  an  Israel  perceived  as 
weak  is  a  temptation  to  Arab  hos¬ 
tility,  even  after  the  signing  of  a 
peace  treaty. 

But  the  principle  that  peace  can¬ 
not  be  concluded  without  an  effec¬ 
tive  Israeli  deterrent  has  become 
forgotten  in  the  procedural  discus¬ 
sions  leading  np  to  the  Iaacli-Syri- 
an  peace  talks. 

The  Syrians  and  Egyptians  want 
Israel  to  tie  its  hands  by  signing  the 
Nuclear  Non-Proliferation  Treaty. 
This  would  mean  that  Israel’s  qual¬ 
itative  edge  could  not  prevail  over 
the  quantity  of  the  Arab  armies. 


MOSHE  ZAK 

Thus,  instead  of  working  to  in¬ 
crease  its  deterrent  ability,  Israel 
now  faces  pressure  to  curb  its 
strength. 

LAST  Friday,  Prime  Minister 
Feres  made  a  slip.  “Give  me 
peace,”  he  announced,  “and  I  will 
give  np  the  nuclear  [weapons].” 
He  then  attempted  to  correct  die 
slip,  saying  that  he  wasn’t  admit¬ 
ting  Israel  had  nuclear  weapons. 

Three  misleading 
substitutes  have 
been  touted  for 
Israel's  presence 
on  the  Golan 

But  you  can’t  give  up  nuclear 
weapons  if  yon  don’t  have  than  in 
the  first  place.  So  the  Middle  East 
peace  negotiations  have  now  be¬ 
come  linked  to  tiie  nuclear  issue. 

Egypt  and  Syria  haven’t  forgot¬ 
ten  that  Peres’s  opening  bid  in  tiie 
talks  on  withdrawal  from  the  Go¬ 
lan  was  tiie  condition  that  early 
warning,  stations:  be  set  jjp.an.-tha. 
Heights:  They- are  assuming  that 
the.  Feres  statement  ;oti  nuclear.: 
weapons  is  also  just  opetimg' 
bid,  to  be  followed  by  another  ca¬ 
pitulation. 

The  essential  thing  is  that  they 
have  overcome  a  hurdle:  Israel  is 
now  discussing  its  deterrent  capa¬ 
bility  with  the  Arab  countries. 
They  want  to  force  us  to  negotiate 
with  them  on  the  issue,  believing 
that  a  weaker  Israel  will  resnlL 
Substitute  no  3:  (still  in  the  em¬ 
bryonic  stage):  A  US-Israel  de¬ 
fense  pact  This  has.  gained  wide 
support  among  Peres  associates. 


Egypt’s  foreign  minister  And 
Syria’s  defense  minister  have  al¬ 
ready  managed  to  express  their 
firm  opposition  to  such  a  means  of 
strengthening  Israel.  The  Syrian 
minister  even  warned  the.  US  that 
supporting  Israel  would  damage 
US  interests. 

The  upcoming  visit  here  by  the 
US  defense  minister  helps  foster 
the  illusion  that  we  will  indeed  ob¬ 
tain  a  defense  pact  with  the  US  in 
return  for  withdrawing  from  the 
Golan.  But  it  won’t  happen;  nor 
should  it  At  most,  the  US  will 
offer  a  similar  pact  to  the  Arabs  as 
welL 

The  US  doesn’t  want  problems 
with  tiie  Arab  states  that  object  to 
an  exclusive  US-Israel  pact  And  a 
pact  isn’t  worth  Israel’s  while  any¬ 
way,  because,  as  Henry  Kissinger 
once  commented,  Israel  surely 
wouldn’t  apply  to  tiie  International 
Court  of  Justice  in  the  Hague  were 
tiie  US  unable  or  unwilling  to  carry 
out  its  defense  obligations  to  it 

The  US’s  help  in  a  crisis  would 
be  dictated  by  its  own  interests, 
not  by  any  pact  Kuwait  had  no 
defense  alliance,  but  the  US  mobi¬ 
lized  its  full  strength  to  drive  out 
the  Iraqis.  Israel,  which  has  had  no 
need  of  American  soldiers,  bene¬ 
fited  from -a  airlift  of  -armaments  >in 
the  Yom  Kippur  War.  This  won’t 
happen  if  Israel  becomes  depen¬ 
dent  on  US  soldiers.  - 

AH  these  proposed  US  substi¬ 
tutes  for  our  presence  on  the  Go¬ 
lan  can  only  weaken  our  indepen¬ 
dent  deterrent  capability,  and 
reduce  the  chances  of  a  lasting 
peace. 

A  stable  peace  with  Syria  de¬ 
pends  most  of  all  on  Israel  being 
strong  in  itself  Surrogates  won’t 
do.  • 

The  writer ■,  a  veteran  journalist, 
comments  on  current  affairs. 


Let  us  sleep  quietly  at  night 


SINCE  the  signing  of  Oslo  2, 
hundreds  of  thousands  of 
residents  who  live  in  cities 
and  communities  adjacent  to  the 
Green  Line  have  been  going 
around  with  a  feeling  of  distinct 
concern  for  their  personal  security. 
Damage  to  property  and  an  un¬ 
precedented  wave  of  car  thefts 
have  been  sweeping  the  Sharon 
area,  including  Ra'anana,  Kfar 
Sava,  Netanya  and  Hadera. 

To  my  great  regret  I  and  other 
mayors  in  the  region  stand  helpless 
in  the  face  of  these  problems.  We 
can  give  no  dear  response  to  our 
constituents.  The  government  has 
not  yet  seen  fit  to  inform  us  of  its 
thinking  or  of  its  plans  for  the 
region.  It  has  not  told  us  what  wiH 
be  done  to  ensure  the  continuation 
of  normal  life  and  ongoing  security 
for  those  living  in  this  region  when 
the  IDF  leaves  the  neighboring  ar¬ 
eas  in  Judea  and  Samaria. 

The  plague  of  damage  to  prop¬ 
erty  in  general,  particularly  the 
theft  of  vehicles,  has  become  intol¬ 
erable  -  so  much  so  that  the  insur¬ 
ance  companies  recently  requested 
permission  to  raise  premiums  on 
comprehensive  vehicle  coverage 
by  seven  percent  to  cope  with  inor¬ 
dinate  losses. 

What  is  more,  the  possibility  of 
fixing  rates  according  to  region  is 
gaining  impetus.  Accordingly, 
those  living  in  Green  Line  commu¬ 
nities,  near  the  “chop  shops”  on 
the  West  Bank,  will  have  to  pay  a 
higher  insurance  premium  than 
people  living  in  other  parts  of  the 
country. 

In  other  words,  citizens  of  these 
areas  will  be  punished  twice:  once 
far  having  their  property  vandal¬ 
ized  or  stolen,  and  a  second  time 
via  higher  insurance  rates. 

This  adds  not  only  insult  to  inju¬ 
ry,  but  injury  to  injury  through  a 
land  of  distorted  logic 
The  Israel  Police  cannot  cope 
with  the  problem  in  my  comprc- 
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hensive  way.  Its  priorities  and  oth¬ 
er  responsibilities  simply  don’t  al¬ 
low  it  to. 

While  folly  appreciating  the  po¬ 
lice’s  internal  security  efforts,  and 
well  aware  of  its  harden,  particu¬ 
larly  in  our  part  of  the  country,  we 
cannot  accept  that  citizens  of  tiie 
region  should  pay  a  dual  price  for 
living  there. 

A  forum  of  Sharon 
region  mayors  could 
address  the  security 
problems  of  the 
area’s  residents 

Such  a  serious  situatioU  requires 
involvement  at  the  highest  level  of 
government  Both  the  police  and 
the  insurance  companies  need  the 
resources  to  enable  them  to  take 
concerted,  effective  action. 

Yet,  to  our  profound  amaze¬ 
ment,  absolutely  nothing  is  being 
done.  The  cynics  among  us  have 
suggested  that  the  government, 
benefiting  as  it  does  from  taxes 
paid  on  new  cars  purchased  to  re¬ 
place  stolen  ones,  isn’t  in  any  burry 
to  act 

Whatever,  it  is  abdicating  its  re- 
sponsibility  to  its  citizens,  offering 
them  nothing  but  platitudes. 

RECENTLY  we  were  informed 
that  another  1,000  Palestinian  pris¬ 
oners  axe  to  be  released.  Every 
new  wave  of  releases  brings  in  its 
wake  a  new  wave  of  property  dam¬ 
age,  theft  of  agricultural  equip¬ 
ment,  and  theft  of  cars  in  the  Shar¬ 
on  region.'  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  that  the  problem,  will 
oily  be  exacerbated. 

The  contention  thaf  this  is  an 


instance  of  ‘‘force  majeure,”  and 
that  citizens  should  come  to  terms 
with  it  is  quite  unacceptable.  Shar¬ 
on  residents  have  the  right  to  ex¬ 
pect  clear  and  irrefutable  respons¬ 
es. 

WIH  a  security  fence  be  erected? 
Will  patrols  be  increased  to  ensure 
residents’  safety  and  security?  WDl 
tiie  priorities  of  those  charged  with 
operations  along  the  Green  Lina 
be  reordered? 

To  date,  we  mayors  have  not 
been  apprised  of  what  has  been 
planned,  nor  have  we  been  given 
any  tools  for  ensuring  the  safety  of 
our  residents  and  the  physical  in¬ 
tegrity  of  their  property.  Thou¬ 
sands  upon  thousands  of  people 
are  affected 

I  have  spent  years  conducting  a 
public  campaign  to  muster  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  importance  of  setting 
up  a  municipal  police  force.  It 
would  bear  direct  responsibility  for 
ensuring  quality  of  life  in  our  re¬ 
gion,  freeing  the  Israel  Police  to 
focus  on  other  security  issues.  A 
force  of  this  kind  is  now  more 
important  than  ever. 

In  tiie  wake  of  the  planned  with¬ 
drawals,  we  mayors  of  the  Sharon 
region  feel  frustrated  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  hasn’t  seen  fit  to  establish 
a  forum  to  hear  our  Input  on  deci¬ 
sions  which  impact  directly  upon 
our  residents. 

.  We  are  left  with  the  heavy  feel¬ 
ing  that  our  people  may  pay  a 
heavy  price  in  terms  of  personal 
security  and  property  damage. 

I  call  upon  die  authorities  -  now 
-  to  setup  a  Sharon  Region  Forum 
of  Mayors. 

The  ongoing  contact  such  a  fo¬ 
rum  would  provide  would  help  en¬ 
sure  that  even  after  the  implemen¬ 
tation  of  Oslo  2,  residents  in  all 
parts  of  tiie  Sharon  Region  will 
being  able  to  live  with  the  ■ 

that  they  are  secure.. 

•  The  writer  is  mayor  of 
Ra’anana. 


RACHEL  EGLASH 

THE  morning  after  my  visit 
to  a  Kiryat  Gat  high  school 
where  I  met  a  group  of  dis¬ 
gruntled  Ethiopian  teenagers 
around  14  or  15  years  old,  I  asked 
myself  repeatedly:  What  does  their 
future  hold? 

On  our  arrival  at  the  school,  the 
teenagers  greeted  us  with  waves 
and  smiles.  They  acted  like  typical 
Israeli  kids.  We  introduced  our¬ 
selves,  and  sat  and  listened  to  what 
they  had  to  say. 

They  complained  that  they  had 
absolutely  nothing  to  do  after 
schooL 

What  kind  of  activities  would 
they  like?  we  asked  them. 

One  said  he  wanted  to  learn 
Frgikh.  Another  mentioned  com¬ 
puters. 

I  was  surprised.  Why  should  this 
be  a  problem?  I  thought.  Of 
course  they  can  study  English  or 
computers  after  school  hours. 
There  are  so  many  workshops  and 
enrichment  programs  offered 
throughout  the  country.  These 
teenagers  can  easily  join  one. 

We  were  chatting  to  them  in 
Hebrew,  when  one  suddenly  ut¬ 
tered  a  significant  phrase  in  En¬ 
glish.  “Money  is  power,”  he  said. 

Continuing  in  Hebrew,  he  ex¬ 
plained  that  be  and  the  other  teen¬ 
agers  had  no  funds  to  join  after¬ 
school  workshops,  and  so  there 
was  no  chance  that  they  could  im¬ 
prove  their  English,  computer,  or 
any  other  -drill*. 


Ethiopian  students 
here  are  bereft  of  the 
opportunities  they 
enjoyed  in  Ethiopia 


I  was  appalled,  then  saddened.  I 
thought  immediately  of  their  par¬ 
ents  -  but  realized  that  the  families 
of  these  young  people  may  not  be 
in  the  picture  where  their  chil¬ 
dren’s  difficulties  are  concerned. 

Newcomers  to  Israel’s  social  and 
political  •system,  Ethiopian .  immi¬ 
grants  send  lheir  children  to 
schooL  The  difldren  rettoB  hone  v 
and,  not  wanting  to  worry  (heir  ' 
parents,  tell  them  what  they  want 
to  bear. 

There  is  no  way  to  determine 
whether  these  children  are  redev- 
ing  any  real  help  or  advice  about 
what  to  do  in  those  after-school 
hours. 

I  AM  Ethiopian.  I  remember 
growing  up  in  Addis  Ababa. 

School  would  finish  at  about  1 
pjn.  After  that,  I  would  go  on  to 
various  study  groups  which  would 
help  me  with  my  homework.  In 
the  evening,  I  would  sit  with  my 
father  to  review  what  I  had  learned 
during  flip  day. 

rjitnmg  from  background, 
one  may  imagine  my  shock  on  see¬ 
ing  Ethiopian  students  in  Israel  be¬ 
reft  of  the  opportunities  they  en¬ 
joyed  in  Ethiopia. 

What  makes  it  all  the  more  up¬ 
setting  is  that  Israel  is  obviously 
more  technologically  developed 
than  Ethiopia.  It  has  the  means  to 
offer  all  its  citizens  possibilities 
that  are  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
.  majority  of  Ethiopians. 

For  over  3,000  years  the  Jewish 
community  in  Ethiopia  maintained  * 
its  traditions  through  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  each  successive  generation. 

The  world  is  developing  rapidly, 
and  education  is  power. 

If  Ethiopian  kids  don’t  get  tbe 
help  they  need  during  their  forma¬ 
tive  years,  it  will  be  a  recipe  for 
disaster. 

When  will  someone  lend  a  hand 
to  enable  Ethiopian  immigrants  to 
integrate  properly  into  Israel’s 
technologically  and  educationally 
oriented  society?  Shall  we  wait  un¬ 
til  itis  too  late? 

Sorely  the  cost  and  effort  in¬ 
volved,  in  helping  young  Ethiopian 
Jews  achieve  a  better  future  in  Is¬ 
rael  isn’t  that  great 

Are  we  sufficiently  alarmed 
over  the-  prospect  of  a  blade  Jewish 
underclass  in  a  Jewish  state?  Why 
is  it  so  difficult  for  community  cen¬ 
ters  which  already  exist  in  the  cities 
to  help  students  like  the  Ethiopian 
teenagers,  we  met? 

Kiryat  Gat  is  just  one  example 
of  a  growing  problem.  It  needs  to- 
be  addressed  immediately  on  the 
government  and  municipal  level 


T^e  writer,  who  immigrated 
from  Ethiopia  in  1989,  works  for 
the  Israel  Association  for  Ethiopi¬ 
an  Jews. 
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Hijacked  children  in  the  Jordan  desert 


A  valuable  lesson 
about  the  value 
of  money 


PARENTING 


RUTH  MASON 


Tk  Jfy  Etve-year-old  tikes  to  go 

I  V  I  A,to  my  P®*-  tske  0*7 
XV  -X  money  and  pass  it  ont  to 
the  kids  in  bis  kindergarten.  He 
doesn’t  do  it  with  bat  he 

doesn't  Bsten  when  I  teS  him  not 
to*  l  hate  having  to  hide  my  parse 
in  my  own  home.  What  sboohl 
do? 

Olgi  Bohoral,  kindergarten 
teacher  with  11  years  of  experi¬ 
ence.  suggests: 

Tell  your  child  that  it  is  inap¬ 
propriate  to  pass  out  money  to 
his  friends  in  kindergarten,  but 
that  be  can  choose  something  else 
to  pass  out  instead.  Make  a  list 
with  him  of  things  that  he  thmh 
would  be  fan  to  share  and  then 
let  him  choose  one.  It  should  be 
something  that  children  really 
like,  such  as  little  toys.  Bamba  or 
cookies  that  you’ve  baked  to¬ 
gether  at  home. 

At  the  same  time,  die  kinder¬ 
garten  teacher  needs,  to  be  in-, 
volved.  She  can  explain  the  Emits 
of  the  kindergarten  to  your  child: 
“In  our  kindergarten,  we  can 
share  cookies  or  cake,  but  not 
money.**  Yon  and  the  teacher 
sboukl  think  about  what  your  child 
gets  oat  of  passing  out  money  to 
his  peers.  Is  be  looking  for  the 
acceptance  of  a  particular  group? 
Why  does  he  need  the  positive 
reaction  of  the  children  to  some¬ 


thing  as  powerful  as  money? 

.  In  a  different  conversation, 
you  should  explain  to  your  child 
what  money  is  for-  to  buy  food, 
clothes,  etc.  -  and  that  we  need 
our  money  for  those  purposes. 


We  made  atiya  last  summer  with  a 
second  grader  who  was  tested  as 
gffled  m  the  US.  We've  heard 
about  a  program  in  which  pitted 
cbSdren  are  taken  oat  of  school 
once  a  week  aod  given  special  en¬ 
richment  We  wmdd  JBke  oar  son 
to  participate,  bat  be  doesn’t  yet 
know  enough  Hebrew  tn  take  the 
required  test  What  do  you 
recommend? 

Nitza  ShahaL,  director.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Gifted  Education,  Minis¬ 
try  of  Education ,  Culture  and 
Sport ,  answers: 

New  immigrant  pupils  may  be 
tested  individually  in  English  by  a 
psychologist,  who  must  be  paid 
for.  by .  the.  panents^£tot  .depart- 
meptalsp'offen?  tests -jp  Hebrew, 
free,  of  charge ,,, to  new  immigrant 
pupils  on  spedfied'  dates. 

•  For  further  information ,  please 
contact  our  office  at  2  Devore 
Hanevia,  Jerusalem,  tel.  (02) 
292972,  fax  292974. 

If  you  have  a  question  about  par¬ 
enting,  write  to:  Parenting,  POB 
81,  91000  Jerusalem. 


It’s  been  25 
years  since 
Sarah  Raab 
and  her 
children  were 
held  hostage  by 
Palestinian  air 
pirates,  writes 
Greer  Fay 
Cashman 


SARAH  Raab  and  her  five 
children  flew  out  of  Israel 
25  years  ago.  Their  destina¬ 
tion  was  New  York;  instead,  the 
Raabs  were  forced  into  Jordan  as 
hostages  in  a  dating  Palestinian 

hijacking 

Their  flight  was  one  of  three 
airliners  waylaid  over  Europe  in 
September  1970,  by  the  Popular 
Front  for  the  Liberation  of  Pales¬ 
tine. 

Raab,  together  with  her  chil¬ 
dren  aged  six  to  17,  had  planned 
to  return  to  New  York  with  El 
Al,  but  because  of  overbooking, 
they  were  offloaded  onto  TWA. 

The  hijacked  planes  were  di¬ 
verted  to  Zarka  in  Jordan,  where 
David,  her  oldest  son,  was  woken 

up  in  die  miHHIff  of  foe  night  and 

taken  away  with  all  other  Jewish 
men  and  several  girls.  The  reason 
given  to  his  distraught  mother 
was  that  he  was  of  military  age, 
and  could  therefore  not  remain 
with  the  other  passengers. 

He  was  held  in  captivity  for 
two-and-a-half  weeks,  during 
which  time  neither  his  father. 
Rabbi  Menachem  Raab,  in  New 
York,  nor  his  mother  and  siblings 
in  Jordan,  knew  anything  about 
his  fare  or  his  whereabouts.  Sarah 
Raab  had  been  assured  by  foe 
terrorists  that  he  was  safe  and 
well,  but  with  no  word  from  her 
son  to  confirm  this,  she  had  to 
contain  her  panic  beneath  a  mask 
of  control  for  the  sake  of  her 
other  children. 

She  later  learn  that  he  had 
been  incarcerated'  in  a  storage 
place  for  ammunition. 

When  it  became  known  that 
terrorists  had  taken  over  the 
plan  e^-R^ab,  told  hecxhUfoeuto. 
spcaWwily:  English  andfflStHtijjfad  ‘ 
foes  four  boys  to  putawayLfbdr: 
kjppot  Bijt  Yaron,  6,  refused, 
saying  he  was  Jewish,  and  that 
nothing  and  could  malre  him  take 
it  off. 

When  Raab  took  it  upon  her¬ 
self  to  ask  the  Palestinians  why 
the  planes  had  been  hijacked,  she 
was  told  the  PFLP  wanted  to  de¬ 
stroy  Israel's  economy  by  deter¬ 


A  FLO  hijacker  proudly  holds  Yarou  Raab,  6,  a  victim  of  the  hijacking.  Raab,  wearing  the 
terrorist’s  hat  and  holding  Iris  gnu,  bad  refused  to  remove  iris  kippa  (hiring  the  hjjadmg.fUFi) 


ring  visitors. 

Although  the  terrorists  did  not 
mistreat  anyone,  conditions  on 
the  plane  were  terrible. 

The  toilets  were  stuffed  op  and 
the  air-conditiomiig  didn't  work. 
For  the  hapless  hostages,  it  was 

fikeirittiag  in. a,  furnace. . 

.  Red  Grass  came  to  . 

assess  the  situation,  Raab  said  to., 
them,  “Ifs  very  hot 'in  here.”  To  . 
which  foe  reply  was:  “It’s  very 
hot  for  Arab  children  too.** 

Arrangements  were  made  to 
take  the  passengers  to  a  hoteL 
Then  suddenly  they  were  told 
that  there  wasn’t  enough  room  at 
the  hotel  to  accommodate  every¬ 
one.  Those  who  would  be  taken 


were  to  be  called  by  name. 

“It  didn’t  take  us  long  to  real¬ 
ize  that  only  people  of  Jewish 
faith  would  be  left  on  the  plane,” 
recalls  Raab.  “Women  who  had 
survived  the  Holocaust  wept  be¬ 
cause  they  were  afraid  they  would 
die  in  the  Jordanian  desert.**  . 

’  Raab  remembers  an  occasion 
When  foe  plane  was  dark  and  foe 
terrorists  came  through  the  cabin 
with  a  flashlight  which  they 
beamed  into  people's  faces.  A 
terrified  German  passenger 
shouted  Tm  not  a  Jew,  I'm  a 
German!”  And  Raab,  unable  to 
stop  herself,  yelled  “Damn  you! 
Now  you  know  what  it  feels 
tike!” 


EVENTUALLY  all  foe  passen¬ 
gers  were  taken  off  foe  plane. 
Raab  remembers  that  PFLP  lead¬ 
er  George  Habash  was  on  the  bus 
which  drove  them  to  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  Intercontinental  hotels 
where  they  stayed  briefly.  “He 
lectured  us  on  the  bousing  of 
poor  refugees.'* 

Hie  hijackers  were  not  realty 
violent  until  US  president  Nixon 
announced  that  America  was  giv¬ 
ing  F15  fighter  planes  to  Israel. 
Then  they  threw  everything  out  of 
the  suitcases.  Raab  had  purchased 
a  large  quantity  of  Israeli  toffee. 
One  of  foe  terrorists  put  some  in 
his  mouth,  then  spat  it  out,  declar¬ 
ing  “I  spit  on  Zionism!” 


The  pope  had  meanwhile  sent 
a  personal  envoy  to  Amman. 
And  Israel  was  insisting  that  foe 
23  Israeli  nationals  amongst  foe 
prisoners  be  released  together 
with  the  other  passengers.  The 
Red  Cross  was  negotiating,  as 
were  representatives  of  foe  US, 
British,  Swiss  and  German 
governments. 

Eventually,  on  September  12, 
foe  terrorists  blew  up  all  three 
hijacked  planes. 

That  there  was  no  loss  of  life 
Raab  attributes  to  King  Hussein, 
who  she  is  convinced  was  able  to 
control  PFLP  activities  by  medi¬ 
ating  with  Iraq. 

“There  was  nothing  that  pre¬ 
vented  these  people  from  just 
blowing  us  up  [together  with  the 
planes],"  she  says.  “If  it  would 
happen  today,  I  think  we  would 
all  be  killed." 

Raab  still  hopes  to  meet  foe 

Icing  and  to  thanV  him  personally 
“for  saving  our  lives.” 

Raab’s  second-youngest  son 
Noam,  who  was  eight  at  the  time 
and  who  has  spent  most  of  his  life 
in  Jerusalem,  observes  that  foe 
hijacking  started  the  Black  Sep¬ 
tember  war.  “That’s  when  Hus¬ 
sein  kicked  out  foe  Palestinians,” 
he  says. 

His  own  memories  of  the  hi¬ 
jacking  are  a  little  hazy,  but  one 
of  foe  things  that  remains  in  his 
mind  is  that  someone  with  a  gun, 
going  through  the  luggage,  con¬ 
fiscated  his  brother  Moshe's 
watch,  which  was  made  in  Israel, 
and  “threw  away  my  favorite  toy 
-  a  camel.  When  we  made  abya 
three  years  later,  foe  first  thing 
my  parents  bought  me  was  a  [toy] 
camel.” 

Tikva,  foe  only  girl  in  the  fam¬ 
ily,  was  11  at  the  time  of  foe 
hijacking,  and  was  in  foe  bath¬ 
room  when  the  terrorists  an¬ 
nounced  that  they  had  taken 
over.  When  she  came  out,  every¬ 
one  had  their  hands  over  their 
heads  and  her  mother  told  her 
that  foe  plane  had  been  hijacked. 
Her  initial  response  was  “Yon’re 
joking.”  She  soon  learned  it 
wasn’t  funny,  and  since  then  re¬ 
fuses  to  go  to  the  bathroom  when 
flying. 

For  his  part,  Noam  will  not  fly 
on  any  atiiine  except  El  Al,  and 
even  then  always  takes  extra 
clothes  in  his  hand  luggage; 
canned  goods  and  an  extra  set  of 
tefiUin  “in  case  I  have  to  stay 
anywhere  for  a  few  days...” 

.He  and  his  mother  remember  a 
scene  at  the  Intercontinental  Ho¬ 
tel  in  Amman.  A  terrorist  was 
playing  with  Yaron.  Hoisting  him 
into  his  aims,  he  kept  replacing 
Yaron’s  huge  blue  velvet  kippa 
with  his  own  crimson  beret. 

Then,  seeing  a  bevy  of  news 
photographers,  he  handed  the  lit¬ 
tle  boy  a  Kalashnikov  assault  ri¬ 
fle.  The  photo  was  published  all 
over  the  world. 


Catholic  scholars  question  whether  Jesus  was  an  only  child 


A  dear  message  shines  through 
the  Christinas  creche,  with  its 
depiction  of  a  demure  Mary  and 
bearded  Joseph  flanking  a  halo-tit  baby 
Jesus  in  a  rustic  manger:  Jesus  was  an 
only  child. 

No  brothers  and  sisters  were  tugging 
at  Mary’s  robe. 

It’s  a  portrait  rooted  in  Christian 
teachings  going  bade  to  foe  late  third 
century  and  backed  since  then  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  which  has 
held  fast  to  the  andent  doctrine  declar¬ 
ing  Jesus’  mother  Mary  a  lifelong 
virgin. 

This  is  despite  more  than  a  half  dozen 
references  in  the  New  Testament  to 
Jesus’  brothers  -  including  James,  head 
of  foe  early  church  of  Jerusalem  -  and 
sisters. 

But  now,  some  Catholic  scholars  are 
gingerly  voicing  foe  view-  long  held  by 
Protestants  —  that  Mary  bad  other  chil¬ 


dren  betides  Jesus.  So  far  they  have 
avoided  a  fight  with  foe  Vatican  by  not 
directly  challenging  doctrine,  .but  their 
expansion  of  the  “holy  family”  of 
Christmas  lore  is  bound  to  dismay  many 
Catholics. 

Catholicism  has  long  declared  that 
when  foe  Gospels  described  Jesus’  sib¬ 
lings,  or  the  apostle  Paul  mentioned  the 
“brothers  of  the  lord,"  foe  words  - 
translated  from  the  Greek  -  really 
meant  “cousins”  or  “relatives.” 

Four  years  ago  however.  Father  John 
P.  Meier  declared  that  on  historical 
grounds  “the  most  probable  opinion  is 
that  the  brothers  arid  sisters  of  Jesus 
were  true  siblings.” 

His  statements  drew  immediate  ob¬ 
jections  from  some  conservative  Catho¬ 
lics.  “If  Meier  does  in  reality  dissent 
from  the  doctrine  of  Mary's  perpetual 
virginity,  bow  can  he  be  allowed  to 
continue  Ms  teaching  at  foe  Catholic 


.University  of  America?”  asked  a  priest 
who  is  editor  of  The  Catholic  Answer. 

Yet  the  widely  respected  Meier  still 
teaches  at  the  Vatican-chartered  uni¬ 
versity  in  Washington  DC,  and  is  con¬ 
tinuing  his  work  on  a  multivolume 
study  of  foe  historical  Jesus.  And  in 
books  published  this  year,  three  more 
Catholic  American  biblical  specialists 
have  agreed  that  Jesus  had  brothers  and 
sisters. 

“No  linguistic  evidence  warrants  our 
interpreting  Gospel  passages  about  Je¬ 
sus’ brothers  and  sisters  as  Ms  cousins,” 
wrote  Notre  Dame  scholar  Jerome 
Neyrey  in  foe  new  HarperCoHins  Ency¬ 
clopedia  of  Catholicism.  Neyrey  said 
the  word  used  in  foe  original  Greek 
could  not  be  interpreted  as  “cousins.” 

Among  the  references  in  the  New 
Testament  to  Jesus’  siblings  is  one  in 
tire  Gospel  of  Mark  -  the  oldest  Gos¬ 
pel,  generally  considered  to  have  been 


written  about  40  years  after  Jesus’ 
death  -  which  names  four  brothers  and 
an  unstated  number  of  asters. 

In  the  gospel  account,  villagers  in 
Nazareth,  startled  by  Jesus’  display  of 
wisdom,  ask  incredulously:  ‘Is  not  this 
tire  carpenter,  the  son  of  Mary  and 
brother  of  James  and  Joses  and  Judas 
and  Simon,  and  are  not  his  sisters  with 
us?”  (The  Judas  referred  to  is  not  Judas 
Iscariot,  the  disciple  the  Gospels  say 
betrayed  Jesus  to  foe  Romans,  but  foe 
New  Testament  figure  Jude,  known  to 
Catholics  as  the  patron  saint  of  hopeless 
causes.) 

In  their  gospels,  Mark,  Matthew  and 
Luke  also  tell  a  story  about  Jesus' 
“mother  and  brothers”  standing  out¬ 
ride  a  crowd  gathered  around  Jesus. 

In  her  commentary  on  foe  New  Tes¬ 
tament,  Catholic  scholar  Pbeme  Per¬ 
kins  of  Boston  College  repeatedly  uses 
tire  biblical  identification  of  James  as 


Jesus’  brother.  But  she  said  foe  new 
research  does  not  rule  out  the  possibili¬ 
ty  that  Mary  could  have-  remained  a 
virgin,  and  foe  references  to  Jesus’ 
brothers  and  sisters  could  be  to  Jo¬ 
seph’s  children  from  a  previous 
marriage. 

But  Perkins  concedes  there  is  a  gap 
between  foe  attitudes  of  Catholic  Bible 
scholars  and  the  faithful  in  the  pews, 
who  are  often  devoted  to  the  image  of 
Mary  as  virgin,  the  holy  mother  of  God. 

“If  you  found  a  birth  certificate  say¬ 
ing  that  James  was  foe  child  of  Mary," 
she  said,  “it  wouldn’t  distress  foe  aca¬ 
demic  community,  but  it  would  distress 
foe  faith  community.” 

Luke  Timothy  Johnson,  another 
Catholic  scholar  who  discards  the 
“cousins”  explanation,  finds  compen¬ 
sating  value  in  the  image  of  Jesus  as  one 
of  many  chfldreo. 

“Certainly,  if  Jesus  had  brothers  and 


sisters,  then  foe  humanity  of  Jesus  and 
the  motherhood  of  Maty  takes  on  a 
richer  resonance  -  their  experiences 
were  more  Hke  other  people’s  than  we 
might  have  imagined,”  said  Johnson,  a 
former  priest  who  teaches  at  the  ecu¬ 
menical  Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 

For  foe  most  part,  Jesus’  siblings  do 
not  enjoy  a  good  reputation  in  foe  New 
Testament.  They  are  portrayed  as  skep¬ 
tical  non-believers  during  Jesus’  life¬ 
time  -  “For  not  even  Ms  brothers  be¬ 
lieved  in  him,”  comments  the  Gospel  of 
John  —  who  then  enjoyed  unexplained 
status  as  leaders  after  his  death. 

Given  the  sensitivity  of  the  issue  of 
Mary’s  virginity,  the  Catholic  biblical 
specialists  should  be  praised  for  their 
integrity,  according  to  Presbyterian 
scholar  James  Brastaler. 

“It  is  really  quite  a  courageous  step,” 
he  said.  (Los  Angeles  Times) 


A  BARRAGE  OF  250,000  SHEKELS 

THE  GAME:  Hish  Gad  Matah. 

FIRST  PRIZE:  Two  prizes  of  N1S  250,000  each!!! 

THE  PLAYING  FIELD:  London,  Paris,  Johannesburg,  Sydney,  Hong  Kong, 

Zurich,  Tokyo,  Amsterdam,  Singapore,  etc. 

THE  CURRENCIES:  The  Dollar,  Sterling,  Yen,  French  Franc, 
Swiss  Franc,  Hong  Kong  Dollar,  and  others. 

THE  WINNER:  Whoever  finishes  the  game  with  a  higher 
closing  rate  than  the  starting  rate  for  the  currency  acquired. 

AVAILABLE:  At  all  Mifal  Hapyis  sale  points. 
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Probe  begun 
into  FIBI  sale 


THE  Bank  of  Israel  has  began  an 
investigation  into  the  transfer  of 
control  of  First  International 
Bank  (FIBI).  following  a  suit 
fDed  by  businessman  Jack  Nasser 
against  the  Safra  family,  the  cur¬ 
rent  owners  of  the  bank.  Globes 
reported  yesterday. 

As  the  result  of  the  suit,  the  Tel 
Aviv  District  Court  on  Monday 
issued  a  temporary  injunction 
against  the  Safra  family  prevent¬ 
ing  them  from  carrying  out  any 
transactions  with  shares  they  own 
in  FIBI.  The  injunction  is  in  ef¬ 
fect  until  January  9,  when  the 


court  will  hear  Nasser’s  suit 

Moshe  Maude Ibaum,  who  was 
Bank  of  Israel  governor  when 
Nasser  bought  control  of  FIBI 
holdings,  said  he  was  never  aware 
that  there  bad  been  any  agree¬ 
ment  between  Nasser  and  Safra 
regarding  the  transfer  of  shares. 

He  stressed,  however,  that 
monitoring  of  bank  share  sales 
was  the  woik  of  Galia  Maor,  who 
was  the  supervisor  of  banks  at  the 
time.  Maor,  currently  managing 
director  of  Bank  Leumi,  was  said 
to  be  on  vacation  and  could  not 
be  reached  for  comment 


Banks  told  to  check 
managers9  performance 
in  overextending  credit 

EVELYN  GORDON 


BANKS  are  being  asked  to  re¬ 
evaluate  the  performance  of  both 
branch  managers  and  regional 
managers  in  connection  with  the 
overextension  of  credit  to  cus¬ 
tomers  in  1993/94,  Supervisor  of 
Banks  Ze'ev  Abeies  told  the 
Knesset  Finance  Committee's 
capita]  markets  subcommittee 
yesterday. 

For  several  months  prior  to  the 
stock  market  crash  in  early  1994, 
the  banks  had  been  aggressively 
soliciting  customers  to  take  out 
loans  and  invest  the  money  in 
mutual  funds.  When  the  market 
fell,  many  customers  lost  all  they 
had  and  blamed  the  banks  few 
having  encouraged  them  to  fata 
out  the  loans  without  warning 
them  of  the  risks. 

Abeies  told  the  subcommittee 
that  the  Bank  of  Israel  has  so  far- 


received  some  1,400  complaints 
from  customers,  of  which  it  has 
finished  dealing  with  1,010  so  for. 
Thirty-two  percent  of  the  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  found  to  be 
justified,  up  from  an  earlier  level 
of  25%.  About  15%  of  the  cus¬ 
tomers  have  appealed  the  central 
bank’s  decision,  he  said 

In  addition,  some  of  the  cus¬ 
tomers  who  filed  complaints 
withdrew  them  because  they  de¬ 
cided  to  settle  directly  with  the 
bank. 

In  many  of  these  cases,  the  set¬ 
tlement  was  too  generous  to  the 
bank,  Abeies  said 

There  are  also  thousands  of 
customers  who  never  complained 
to  the  central  bank  because  they 
negotiated  compensation  deals 
directly  with  the  banks  in  the  first 
place,  he  said 


Abeies:  Lending  ability  of 
banks  to  real  estate  sector 
has  been  exhausted 

‘  Overextension  may  cause  banks  to  collapse 5  _ 


GAUT  UPjgS  BECK 

THE  tanks  have  exhausted  their 
lending  ability  to  the  real  estate 
sector  and  might  have  to  set  aside 
20  percent  to  40%  of  their  capital 
for  doubtful  debts.  Supervisor  of 
Banks  Ze’ev  Abeies  warned  yes¬ 
terday  at  the  Israel  Management 
Center’s  annual  real  estate 

conference. 

The  real  estate  sector  has  failed 
to  repay  10%-20%  of  the  credit 
extended  to  it,  and  this  overex¬ 
tension  might  even  cause  the  col¬ 
lapse  of  the  banking  sector, 
Abeies  said 

He  added  that  new  limitations 
will  be  imposed  on  banks  if  they 
exceed  the  Bank  of  Israel's  20% 
cap  on  credit  that  can  be  extend¬ 
ed  to  any  individual  sector. 

According  to  existing  regula¬ 
tions,  banks  that  extend  more 
than  20%  of  their  credit  portfolio 
to  any  one  sector  are  instructed  to 
set  aside  provisions  for  doubtful 
debts. 

Abeies  said  the  banks’  existing 
credit  harking  to  fee  real  estate 
sector  has  reached  22%  of  the 
banks’  total  credit  portfolio. 

He  proposed  that  contractors 
seek  other  sources  of  financing  to 
back  real  estate  projects. 

“I  admit  it  is  not  possible  to 
raise  capital  on  the  exchange,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  situation  currently 
prevailing  on  the  stock  market, 
but  in  die  future  the  situation  will 
improve,  and  it  will  be  possible,” 
Abeies  said  “In  the  meantime, 
contractors  can  raise  money  via 
loans  from  foreign  banks  and 


AbelesTNew  limitations  wiD  be 
imposed  if  banks  exceed  the 
20%  cap  on  credit  for  any  in¬ 
dividual  sector.  (Tav  Or) 

non-bank  companies  like  provi¬ 
dent  funds.  The  funds  ate  able  to 
extend  about  NTS  10  billion  in 
the  real  estate  sector.” 

He  also  proposed  the  creation 
of  real  estate  investment  trusts, 
which  are  very  popular  in  the  US 
but  have  not  yet  been  established 
here. 

Mordcchai  Yona,  president  of 
the  Association  of  Contractors 
and  Bufidera,  said  the  building 
sector  will  not  be  able  to  continue 
building  unless  its  equity  capital 
is  increased 

“Without  credit  it  is  not  possi¬ 
ble  to  keep  things  moving,”  said 
Yona.  “We  will  have  to  build  less 


since  we  won’t  have  the  capital  to 
meet  market  demand  and  re¬ 
quirements.  I  do  not  want  to  ex¬ 
pand  on  what  the  supervisor  said 
regarding  credit  restriction,  but  it 
is  apparent  that  he  is  not  familiar 
with  the  sector.  The  banks  are 
not  taking  risks.” 

Yona  said  contractors  bu3d  in 
accordance  with  sales,  adding 
that  only  25%  of  the  apartments 
constructed  in  1995  have  not 
been  sold,  compared  with  8%  in 
1988  and  1989. 

“There  are  very  few  situations 
whereby  banks  have  .lost  money 
from  real  estate  companies,”  said 
Yona.  “Market  stability,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  banking  sector’s  dose 
supervision,  has  reduced  risks.” 

Yona  proposed,  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  provide  banks  with  foe 
guarantee  to  extend  credit  to  the 
real  estate  sector. 

“If  the  government  wants  us  to 
continue  building,  with  only  a 
fixed  equity  capital,  they  have  to 
gnarantcc  our  loans  to  the  bank¬ 
ing,  system  since  we  can  not  turn 
to  the  stock  exchange  for  addi¬ 
tional  capital,”  Yona  said. 

He  rejected  recent  predictions 
by  US  experts  that  housing  prices 
here  will  drop  by  up  to  30%  with¬ 
in  foe  next  few  years. 

“I  forecast  prices  will  remain 
stable  within  the  next  few  years,” 
he  said.  “This  year  prices  stabi¬ 
lized.  and  we  experienced  a  real 
rise  of  between  3%  and  3.5%.” 

According  to  Yana,  one  of  foe 
real  estate  sector’s  most  serious 
problems  is  a  shortage  of  work¬ 
ers. 


BUSINESS  BRIEFS 

Miter  Cable  Communications  announced  yesterday  h  is 
planning  to  raise  between  S50  million  and  $75m.  through  a 
share  issue  abroad.  Rachel  Neiman 

Decision  Systems  Israel  (OSQ  has  announced  it  will  develop 
message  switch  systems  (MSS)  with  MCI  subsidiary 
Systemhouse  (SHL).  Total  investment  in  MSS  will  be  $2Jkn-, 
of  which  SHL’s  investment  will  be  51.9m.  and  DSI’s  S 900, 000- 
DSIwffl  receive  $250,000  from  SHL  and  a  S556.000  grant 
from  the  BIRD  Foundation.  Rachel  Neiman 

Vision  Care,  the  Yavne-based  manufacturer  of  an  infra-ocular 
telescopic  len$  for  cataract  transplants,  announced  yesterday  it 
will  execute  a  25  percent  private  placement  The  52m.  share 
placement  will  be  executed  within  the  next  two  months. 

Rachel  Neiman 

Tbe  Negev  retail  chain,  part  of  the  Negev  Ceramics  group, this 
week  signed  five  contracts  totaling  NIS  13m.— all  of  them  in 
Jerusalem.  Negev  will  supply  flooring  to  foe  Zipori  Center, 
the  Prime  Minister’s  Offide,  the  Cairo- Amman  Bank,  foe 
Gloria  Hofei  and  24  luxury  cottages  in  Malha.  Negev  recently 
signed  a  NIS  3m.  contract  to  supply  Ben  and  Jerry’s  (Israel)  for 
foe  next  two  years.  Rachel  Neiman 

English  book  available  on  firms  listed  on  Two-Sided  Index:  The 
Tel  Aviv  Stock  Exchange  has  released  foe  TASE-100  Guide,  an 
Fugifeh-hmgnagft  handbook  to  foe  companies  listed  on  foe 
Two-Sided  Index.  The  handbook  is  available  through  die  TASE 
spokesman’s  Rachel  Neiman 

Topap  has  been  awarded  first  prize  as  McDonald’s 
International’s  best  french  fry  supplier  of  the  year.  Rachel  Neiman 

Promedico,  foe  pharmaceutical  importer  and  wholesaler, 
announced  yesterday  it  will  purchase  26%  of  Mediline  and  26% 
of  its  affiliate  Medibrands. 

Medfline,  owned  by  Sfelo  Robinson,  employs  60  people. 

The  company  imports  Smith  and  Beech  am  products  and 
ROC  cosmetics,  among  others.  Medibrands,  a  pharmaceutical 
and  cosmetics  importer,  is  currently  constructing  a 
pharmanwitiral  factory  in  Yokneam.  Promedico,  owned  by 
the  Iselzon  family,  has  180  workers.  Rachel  Neiman 

Japanese  investment  groups  interested  in  market  here:  Some  of 
Japan’s  largest  investment  groups  have  expressed  interest  in 
launching  investment  activities  here,  following  a  seminar 
conducted  by  Bank  Hapoalim  in  Tokyo. 

Participants  included  top  executives  of  Sumitomo  Bank, 

Fbji  Bank,  Sakura  Bank,  and  concerns  such  as  Marubeni, 

Tomen,  Mitsui  and  Mitsubishi,  Hapoalim  said  yesterday. 

Other  participants  included  Nomura  Securities,  Sanyo 
Securities,  Yamaichi  Securities,  Daiwa  Institute  of  Research 
and  Kanematsu  Corp. 

Israei-Japan  trade  has  grown  to  $2  biliiou  annually.  Japan  is . 

now  Israel's  largest  export  market  after  the  US.  Rachel  Neman 


Transport  deal  with  Jordan  expected  soon 


THE  Israel-Jordan  trade  pact,  set  to  go  since 
October  and  delayed  by  its  sister  transport 
agreement,  may  soon  be  on  its  way. . 

The  transport  deal  could  be  signed  within 
two  months.  Transport  Ministry  representa¬ 
tive  Otniel  Scfaneller  said  yesterday. 

Speaking  at  a  conference  yesterday  in  Tel 
Aviv,  hosted  by  the  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
Customs  and  VAT  director  Ary  eh  Zeif  said 
that  King  Hussein  plans  to  visit  Israel  next 
month,  and  he  “requested  that  foe  govern¬ 
ment  be  ready  to  sign '  the  agreement  then. 
Everything  is  ready  and  in  place.” 

“What  has  delayed  the  transport  agreement 
is  everything  concerned  with  import  and  ex¬ 
port  between  the  Palestinian  Authority  and 
Jordan,”  said  Transport  Ministry  representa¬ 
tive  Otniel  Schneller,  who  added  he  hoped  foe 
full  transport  deal  would  be  finalized  within 
two  months. 

Signing  foe  air  transport  agreement,  whose 
negotiations  ended  last  week,  was  put  off  due 
to  foe  Jordanian  transport  minister’s  illness. 
“We  expect  this  to  be  signed  by  Ramadan  on 
January  20,”  Schneller  said. 

Israel  had  slowed  down  negotiations  by  in- 


RACHEL  NEIMAN 

sisting  that  air  cargo  land  only  at  Ben  Gurion 
Airport 

“We  have  both  security  considerations  and 
preservation  of  economic  interests,”  Schneller 
said,  adding  that  daily  passenger  flights  would 
hopefully  land  at  Tel  Aviv’s  Sde  Dov 
terminal. 

The  planned  Shalom  air  transport  terminal 
on  tile  E3at-Akaba  border  win  use  the  current 
Akaba  airfield  for  takeoff.  The  Arava  crossing 
eventnaUy  w01  be  combined  with  foe  Shalom 
terminal. 

After  foe  transport  deal  is  signed,  private 
cars  bolding  permits  (valid  for  30  days)  will  be 
allowed  to  cross  tile  border  at  foe  Arava  and 
Sheik  Hussein  crossing?.  Travelers  arriving  by 
car  most  have  an  international  (laminated) 
drivers  license. 

Cars  entering  from  Israel  will  be  affixed 
with  special  tourist  license  plates,  while  Jorda¬ 
nians  driving  into  Israel  will  use  (heir  own 
plates  for  identification. 

Entry  will  be  permitted  to  privately  owned 
four  wheeled  vehicles  only,  and  not  to  rent-a- 


cars,  tourist  vehicles  or  motorcycles. 

Bus  lines  between  Tel  Aviv,  Haifa,  libid, 
Amman  and  Akaba  will  be  operated  by  three 
bus  companies.  Egged  did  not  win  any  part  of 
the  contract 

To  protect  Israeli  trucking  interests,  a  maxi¬ 
mum  of  180  Jordanian  trades  at  a  time  will  be 
allowed  here.  All  tracks  transporting  to  Aka¬ 
ba  must  be  Israeli,  except  for  cargo  imported 
to  foe  PA  from  countries  with  whom  Israel  has 
no  relations. 

A  12-meter-wide  bridge  is  planned  to  re¬ 
place  the  bridge  at  the  Sheik  Hussein  crossing, 
which  is  narrow  and  unable  to  bear  loads  over 
35  tons. 

Future  infrastructure  developments  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  indude  roads  connecting  Haifa,  Beit 
She’an  and  Irbid;  Gaza,  AHenby  Bridge  and 
Amman;  Jordan  and  Egypt  via  Eilat;  Highway 
45  passing  through  Alarot  and  Anatot;  and 
foe  North-South  highway  connecting  Eilat  to 
Syria. 

Planned  train  infrastructure  include  rail¬ 
ways  from  Haifa  to  Irbid,  Daria  and  onto 
Europe;  from  Israel’s  central  region  to  Eflat- 
Akaba;  and  from  Q-Arish  to  Gaza. 


Investing  in  Israel 
Investing  from  Israel 


Mizrahi  Bank,  one  of  Israel's 
four  major  banks,  provides 
outstanding  investment 
services  for  its  overseas 
customers.  - 

These  indude  buying  and 
selling  securities  on  the  TASE 
(Tel  Aviv  Stock  Exchange)/ 
NYSE/  AMEX,  NASDAQ  and 
all  other  major  capital  markets 
and  managing  a  number  of 
mutual  funds. 

Mizrahi  Bank  is  second  in 
volume  of  transactions  on  the 
TASE  owing  to  its 
combination  of  innovative 
products,  superior  service  and 
commitment  to  maintaining  a 
high  tech  edge. 

Mizrahi  manages  sixteen 


different  mutual  funds, 
including  securities  traded  on 
Hie  TASE  and  an  overseas 
investment  fund. 

Mizrahi  also  provides  custom 
tailored  portfolio  management 
conducted  under  the  bank's 
discretion  or  within  guidelines 
established  by  the  client 

And  only  Mizrahi  enables  its 
customers  to  invest  in  overseas 
equities  and  engage  in 
international  currency 
transactions  until  11pm.  local 
time. 

For  further  information 
please  contact  one  of  the  offices 
listed  below,  or  visit  any  of  our 
90  brandies  throughout  Israel. 


MIZRAHI  BANK 


Tourists  and  Foreign  Investors  Center 
78  Hayarkon  Street,  Td  Aviv-Tefc  03-5171636 
12  Ben  Yehuda  Street,  Jerusalem* Tel:  02-208922 
29  Jaffa  Road,  Jerusalem -Tel:  02-232151 
4  Smilansky  Street,  Netanya*Tek  09-605555 
12  Kflcar  Haatzmaut,  Netanya-Tel:  09-344577 


Standards  Institute 
lashes  out  at  critics 

RACHEL  NEIMAN 


THE  Standards  Institute  of  Israel 
(SH)  went  on  the  offensive  yes¬ 
terday,  following  criticism  from 
importers. 

“Of  late  there  has  been  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  delegitim ize  the  insti¬ 
tute's  name,”  SII  president  Amos 
Berkovich  said.  “These  attacks 
are  meant  to  undermine  our  most 
precious  asset  -  the  public  trust.” 

Berkovich  attacked  “interest¬ 
ed  parties  in  the  Chambers  of 
Commerce”  who  had  “spread  lies 
and  fiction.” 


Wanttokeep 
in  close  touch 
with  your 
securities  i 
till  11  PM? 


JOtNfDBTELEBUBZ  I 

DIAL  OXS129TT]  FROU8AM  TO  ft  Pit  * 
_  *' 


|>|  ISRAEL  DISCOUNT  DANK 


The  SQ  first  came  under  attack 
in  August,  when  tbe  Chambers  of 
Commerce  issued  a  report  enti¬ 
tled  “The  Cost  of  the  Standards 
Institute  to  the  Taxpayer.” 

According  to  the  report,  the 
main  problems  were  that  “stan¬ 
dards  formulated  [were]  weight¬ 
ed  significantly  toward  industrial¬ 
ists;  inspection  procedures  were 
prejudiced  against  importers;  and 
the  entity  determining  standards 
was  also  the  entity  determining 
testing  procedures,  executing 
tests  and  enjoying  the  profits.” 

The  SB  issued  a  list  yesterday 
showing  inspections  as  a  fraction¬ 
al  part  of  overall  import  costs  but 
did  not  release  figures  regarding 
salaries,  profits  or  revenues. 

Chamber  of  Commerce  man¬ 
aging  directin'  Zvi  Amit  said  he 
stood  by  the  report,  calling  foe 
SII  “a  monopoly.” 

'They  have  been  attacked  - 
and  justifiably,”  he  said.  "The 
SII  has  succeeded  in  preventing 
implementation  of  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  decision,”  referring  to  a 
1991  Treasury  department  rec¬ 
ommendation  that  SITs  testing 
activity  be  separated  from  its 
standards  awarding  activity. 


Workers  at  Israel  Aircraft  Industries’  Bedek  Aviation  plant  in  Lod  yesterday  begin  inspection  and 
repair  work  on  a  China  Northern  Airliner  jet,  the  first  Chinese  aircraft  to  be  worked  on  here.  The 
plane,  undergoing  a  15, 000-hoar  inspection,  will  undergo  repairs  to  its  interior  and  its  mechanical 
systems.  Work  also  began  recently  on  an  Air  India  jet,  the  first  plane  from  that  conntiv  to  be 
repaired  and  inspected  here. 


Price  controls 
on  frozen  meat 
to  be  eased 

Jerusalem  Post  Staff 

THE  directars-gcncral  of  foe  Io- 
dostry  and  Trade,  Finance  and 
Agriculture  ministries  decided 
yesterday  to  begin  removing  su¬ 
pervision  of  frozen  meat  prices. 

The  decision  was  in  line  with 
foe  1994  privatization  of  meat  im¬ 
ports,  which  aimed  to  bring  about 
an  improvement  in  the  quality 
and  selection  of  imported  meat. 

At  their  meeting  yesterday,  the 
officials  decided  that,  competition 
in  the  meat  importing  business 
had  grown  sufficiently;  to  justify  a 
gradual  lifting  of  price  controls. 

Some  40,000  tons  of  frozen 
meat  are  imported  here  each 
year,  most  of  it  from  Sooth 
America. 

These  imparts  are  in  addition 
to  about  20,000  tons  of  meat  pro¬ 
duced  locally. 
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SHARES  rose  on  the  Tel  Aviv 
Stock  Exchange  yesterday  for  the 
second  straight  day,  buoyed  by 
Monday's  interest-rate  reduc¬ 
tion. 

Gains  woe  led  for  a  second 
day  by  Koor,  which  rose  15%  as 
investors  bought  a  stock  "that 
needs  to  be  in  every  investment 
portfolio,”  said  Zvi  Hoffman,  a 
mutual  funds  manager  at  Tel 
Aviv  investment  firm  Meitav  1.rd. 

Koor  produces  more  than  sev¬ 
en  percent  of  the  country’s  indus¬ 
trial  output 

The  Maof  Index  went  up 
0.57%  to  217.00,  and  the  Two- 
Sided  Index  rose  0.70%  to 
209.78.  Of  1,015  issues  trading 
across  the  exchange,  23  shares 
rose  for  every  10  that  fell. 

Some  NTS  100  million  worth  of 
shares  traded,  NIS  1.6m.  above 
Monday's  level  and  NIS  1.6m. 
below  last  week’s  average  trading 
leveL 

"The  central  bank  cat  interest 
rates  to  the  marirninri  degree  it 
could  have  cut  them,”  said  Hoff¬ 
man.  "There’s  optimism  the  bank 
may  cut  rates  in  January,  too.” 

The  Bank  of  Israel  said  it  will 
reduce  the  rate  at  which  it  lends 
to  banks  by  0.5  percentage  points 
to  13.7%  as  of  tomorrow. 

Bank  of  Israel  Governor  Jacob 
Frenkel  said  declining  inflation 
and  lower  inflationary  expecta¬ 
tions  contributed  to  die  decision 
to  lower  the  rale. 

The  bank  last  changed  its  rate 
on  October  26,  when  it  raised  it 
to  14.2%. 

Hoffman  added  that  the  weak¬ 
ening  shekel  during  December 
has  boosted  prices,  too.  A  weak¬ 
er,,  shekel  is seen,  as  -helping  export 
companies,  which  earn  in  dollars 
and  pay  expenses  in  shekels. 


Maof  index 

Gaining  Maof  index-listed 
companies  included  Tadiran 
Ltd.,  which  rose  1%. 

Koor  officials  would  not  com¬ 
ment  on  a  news  report  that  Ta- 
diran,  along  with  Israel  Aircrafts 
Industries,  is  negotiating  to  pro¬ 
vide  pilotless  planes  worth  $200 
million  to  China  and  another 
Asian  country. 

Investment  and  holding  com¬ 
pany  Israel  Corp.  rose  1.75% 
amid  news  reports  that  a  subsid¬ 
iary  company  had  received  the 
right  to  import  products  of  South 
Korea’s  Samsung. 

Other  gaining  shares  on  the  in¬ 
dex  included  Super-Sol  Ltd., 
which  rose  1.75%;  First  Interna¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Israel  Ltd.,  which 
increased  4%,  and  Elbit  Ltd., 
which  rose-225%. 

Chemical  companies  with  gains 
included  Israel  Petrochemical 
Enterprises  Ltd.,  which  rose 
4.5%.  Israel  Chemicals  Ltd.  and 
Makhteshim  Chemical  Works 
Ltd.  both  went  up  05%. 

Other  gaining  index-listed 
shares  included  Bezeq,  which 
rose  1%.  . 

On  the  Two-Sided  Index,  Isra¬ 
el  National  Oil  Co.  rose  for  a 
second  day,  gaining  7.75%.  On 
Monday,  the  company  an¬ 
nounced  it  had  found  signs  of  oil 
and  gas  in  one  of  its  oil  wells;  the 
company  win  check  to  see  if  there 
is  enough  for  production. 

Lapidot  Oil  Explorations  Lim¬ 
ited  Partnership,  which  is  not  in¬ 
dex-listed,  rose  225%  after  news 
reports  that  the  company  will  en¬ 
ter  a  joint  venture  to  seek  water 
in  Morocco. 

Declining  shares  included  Afri¬ 
ca  Israel,  which  fell  2%; .  Osem, 
down  .15%;  and  Teva,  which  fell . 
025%.  (Bloomberg) 


Dow  closes  higher 

WALL  STREET  REPORT 


NEW  YORK  (AP)  -  Stocks  rose 
yesterday  in  light  volume  in  a  tra¬ 
ditional  post-Christmas  upswing. 

However,  retailers  lost  and 
technology  issues  were  mixed. 

The  stock  market  has  risen  in 
the  final  week  of  the  year  in  32  of 
the  past  42  years,  reports  Yale 
Hindi's  Stock  Traders  Almanac, 
and  analysts  are  expecting  a  simi¬ 
lar  result  this  week. 

“You’ve  got  steady  buying  in 
the  blue  chips,”  said  Robert  Sto¬ 
vall,  president  of  Stovall -Twenty- 
Hist  Advisers  in  New  York.  “In¬ 
stitutions  are  still  buying  some  of 
the  winners  of  1995  as  window 
trimming  to  make  their  lists  look 
a  little  better.” 

Mary  Farrell,  investment  strat¬ 
egist  at  PaineWebber  Inc.  finan¬ 
cial  firm  in  New  York,  saw  buy¬ 
ing  in  smaller  issues  as  well,  but 
noted  the  extremely  light  vol¬ 
ume.  "It’s  a  good  cheer  rally.  The 
few  people  doing  any  trading 
seem  to  be  in  a  reasonably  posi¬ 
tive  state  of  mind.” 

With  the  Washington  budget 
negotiations  in  recess,  the  fight 
between  Democrats  and  Republi¬ 
cans  over  how  to  cut  the  deficit 
had  little  effect  yesterday.  Shift¬ 


ing  sentiment  over  the  budget 
poshed  the  market  around  last 
week. 

The  Dow  Jones  average  of  30 
industrial  stocks  rose  1229  points 
to  5,11026. 

Advancing  issues  outnum¬ 
bered  decliners  by  about  9  to  8  on 
the  New  York  Stock  Exchange, 
with  1,265  up,  1,030  down  and 
769  unchanged 

Big  Board  volume  totaled  a 
light  217.03  million  shares  as  of 
2100  GMT,  down  from  Friday’s 
289.61  million. 

The  NYSE’s  composite  index 
rose  129  to  327.64.  Standard  and 
Poor’s  500-stock  index  gained 
234  to  614J0. 

The  Nasdaq  composite  index 
was  2.48  points  higher  at 
1,049.37,  while  the  American 
Stock  Exchange  market  value  in¬ 
dex  rose  2.22  to  543.77. 

The  Amex  surpassed  another 
volume  milestone  yesterday. 

The  exchange  broke  through 
the  five  billion-share  mark  for 
1995,  its  first  time  above  that 
amount  Back  in  November,  the 
exchange  broke  its  previous  all- 
time  volume  record  of  43  billion 
shares  set  in  1993. 


New  round  of  talks  set 
in  US  government  shutdown 


WASHINGTON  (Reuter)  -  As 
the  US  federal  government 
dragged  into  the  11th  day  of  its 
partial  shutdown  yesterday,  bud¬ 
get  experts  on  Capitol  Hill  and  at 
the  White  House  prepared  for 
another  round  of  talks  today. 

Parts  of  Washington  looked 
like  a  ghost  town  a  day  alter 
Christmas,  with  280,000  govern¬ 
ment  employees  furloughed  and 
another  half-million  working 
without  pay  for  now,  and  there 
was  no  raid  in  sight  to  the  impasse 
that  has  closed  part  of  the  US 
government  since  December  16.  • 

The  number  of  federal  employ¬ 
ees  out  of  work  jumped  by  20,000 
to  280,000  last  week  after  two 
agencies  -  the  US  Forest  Service 
and  the  National  Oceanic  and  At¬ 
mospheric  Administration  -  ran 
out  of  leftover  funds,  said  Law¬ 
rence  Haas,  spokesman  for  the 


Office  of  Management  and 
Budget 

The  partial  shutdown,  the 
longest  in  US  history,  is  the  result 
of  a  running  fend  between  Presi¬ 
dent  Bill  Clinton  and  the  Repub¬ 
lican  leadership  in  Congress  over 
spending  priorities  for  the  1996 
fiscal  year,  which  began  last  Oc¬ 
tober  1,  and  beyond. 

Those  agencies  for  which  there 
have  been  no  appropriations  bills 
passed  cannot  operate  except  for 
workers  who  are  deemed  “essen¬ 
tial.”  But  even  those  workers  - 
and  there  are  500,000  working  - 
me  not  being  paid. 

Shutting  down  the  government 
is  one  of  two  levers  the  Republi¬ 
can-led  Congress  has  used  in  an 
effort  to  get  Clinton  to  agree  to 
its  formula  of  deep  spending  cats 
in  government  programs  to  bal¬ 
ance  the  budget  over  seven  years. 
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SA  makes  strong  start  Spurs,  ’Boro  squander  chances 

_ _ _ ctnioolerl  aeairtSE  tow 


PORT  ELIZABETH  ("Reuter )  - 
Daryll  Cullman's  dashing  baiting 
led  South  Africa  to  230  for  four 
wickets  at  the  close  on  die  First 
day  of  the  fourth  Test  against  En¬ 
gland  yesterday. 

The  28-year-old  mixed  attack 
and  defense  with  perfect  control 
to  finish  the  day  with  an  unbeaten 
83  from  162  deliveries  with  13 
powerful  boundaries. 

His  fourth  wicket  partnership 
of  118  with  Jonty  Rhodes  rescued 
South  Africa  from  a  precarious 
89  for  three  wickets  after  Hansie 
Cronje  won  the  toss  and  opted  to 
bat  first  on  a  low.  slow  batting 
wicket  that  discouraged  aggres¬ 
sive  shot-making. 

Cult  in  an  defended  stoutly  and 
waited  patiently  for  the  bad  ball 
which  he  attacked  with  full 
strength. 

The  pace  of  the  day’s  play  was 
set  in  the  morning  session  when 
South  Africa  managed  just  63 
runs  for  the  loss  of  Andrew  Hud¬ 
son  who  pushed  at  a  wide  away 
swinger  from  Dominic  Cork  on 
31  to  give  Jack  Russell  a  simple 
catch. 

South  African  captain  Cronje 
took  24  deliveries  to  score  his  Fust 
run  and  contributed  jilst  four  to  a 
second  wicket  partnership  of  28 
with  Gary  Kirsten  before  frustra¬ 
tion  forced  him  into  a  lofted  drive 
to  Mike  Atherton  at  short  extra 
cover. 

Atherton,  who  took  the  catch 
brilliantly,  had  moved  himself 
into  place  just  a  few  deliveries 
earlier  Then  he  had  the  added 
pleasure  of  seeing  Kirsten  fall 
three  overs  later  for  51. 

It  was  Kirsten's  eighth  half  cen¬ 
tury  in  19  Tests  but  three  balls 
after  reaching  the  landmark  he 
edged  Mark  Ilott  to  Graham 
Thorpe  at  First  slip  and  departed 
after  130  balls  and  nine  fours.  * 

But  Rhodes  lived  up  to  his  rep¬ 
utation  as  a  man  for  a  crisis  and 
his  49  helped  South  Africa  to  re¬ 
cover  to  207  for  four.  He  was  out 
after  hooking  Cork  into  Robin 
Smith's  midriff  at  square  leg. 

It  was  Cullinan’s  eighth  Test 
half  century  to  add  to  his  one 
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ROCK  STEADY  -  South  .Africa’s  Darryl  C oilman  hits  oot  on 
the  way  to  an  undefeated  83  yesterday,  (Remer) 


century  in  18  Tests.  It  was  also 
one  of  his  hardest 
“Like  most  England  bowling 
attacks  1  seemed  to  get  a  half 
volley  about  once  a  month.  They 
made  us  work  very  hard  for  our 
runs,"  Cullinan  said. 

“As  people  could  see,  the 
wicket  is  not  easy.  Although  230 
runs  is  not  a  lot  for  a  full  day’s 
play,  I  think  it’s  about  par  for  the 
course  for  Sl  George's  Park. 

“(Coach)  Bob  (Woolmer)  em¬ 
phasized  after  the  last  Test  that 
we  had  to  get  through  the  30s  and 
40s  and  push  on  to  a  big  score. 
“U’s  obviously  vital  to  continue 


in  the  same  way  tomorrow  morn¬ 
ing  because  we  need  to  be  look¬ 
ing  at  a  total  of  around  400~.we 
think  we  can  get  there.” 


South  Africa  tint  Innings 

AJHudson  c  RussaB  tj  Cork - 31 

GJQreten  c  Thorpe  b  llofi - 51 

H. Cronje  c  Atherton  b  Martin - 4 

D.Cuuun  not  out _ 83 

J.  Rhodes  c  Smfih  b  Cork - 48 

BJficMMan  not  out - 3 

ExHas  (lb-5  nb-4) - 9 

Total  (lor  four  wtcfcats) . . 230 

Fal  of  wickets:  1-57  2-85  3-89  4-207 
To  Bat  □. Richardson,  S.Poiock,  C.  Mathews, 
ADonakJ,  P  Adams 

Bowling  (to  data):  Cork  23-6-57-2  (nb4).  Ik* 
23-660-1,  Martin  22-646-1.  IBngworth  16561- 
O,  hflck  4-0-11-0 

England:  M  .Atherton,  A.  Stewart,  J.  Gail  Ian, 
G.Tncxpe.  G.Htek.  R.Sfflhh,  JAasafl,  D.CorK 
RilGngwqrth.  P-Marltn,  ULIIott 


LONDON  (AP)  -  Tottenham 
again  squandered  a  chance  of 
leaping  into  second  place  in  the 
Premier  League  yesterday  when 
■it  labored  to  a  0-0  tie  with  lowly 
Southampton  on  an  icy  field  at 
The  Dell. 

Middlesbrough  also  had  a 
chance  to  go  second,  its  highest 
ever  position  in  the  league,  but 
was  crushed  4-0  by  Everton 
where  Graham  Stuart  scored 
twice. 

Arsenal  overpowered  strug¬ 
gling  Queens  Pari:  Rangers  3-0 
with  two  goals  from  Paul  Merson 
and  another  from  Ian  Wright, 
while  Wimbledon  came  from  be¬ 
hind  to  win  2-1  at  Chelsea,  its  first 
success  for  15  games. 

An  early  goal  by  Jason  Lee 
fired  Nottingham  Forest  to  a  1-0 
victory  over  Sheffield 
Wednesday. 


Aston  Villa-Liverpool  and 
West  Ham-Coventzv  were  called 
off  because  of  frozen  fields.  The 
biggest  game  of  the  week  is  sec¬ 
ond  place  Manchester  United 
against  leader  Newcastle  today. 

Arsenal  3,  QPR  0  (1-0) 

Wright  fired  Arsenal  ahead  a  min¬ 
ute  before  half  time  at  Highbury 
when  be  turned  in  a  tight  wing  cross 
from  Paul  Dtckov 

Chelsea  1,  Wimbledon  2  (1-2) 
Romanian  International  Dan 
Petrescu  shot  Chelsea  ahead  in  the 
11th  minute  from  pass  by  Gavin  pea¬ 
cock.  But  Robbie  Earle  headed  Wim¬ 
bledon  level  in  the  34th  and  then  pro¬ 
vided  the  center  for  Efim  Efcofcu  Do 
htad  another  in  the  38th  minute. 
Everton  4,  Middlesbrough  0  (2-01 
Craig  Short  gave  Everton  a  10th 
minute  lead  with  a  header  from  An¬ 
ders  Umpar  and  Stuart  tapped  in  the 
second  in  the  final  minutes  of  the  first 
half  when  Boro  failed  to  clear  a 
corner. 

Stuart  struck  again  in  the  60th  min¬ 


ute  when  goalkeeper  Gary  Walsh 
palmer  a  comer  to  him.  and  Russian 
international  winger  Andrei  Kan- 
chelslds  netted  the  fourth  in  the  68th 
minute  after  more  hesitancy  in  the 
viator's  defense. 

Forest  1,  Sheffield  Wed.  0  (1-0) 
Jason  Lee  headed  home  a  right 
wing  comer  from  Ian  Woan  for  his 
seventh  strike  of  the  season  to  give 
Forest  a  sixth  minute  lead  and  it 
proved  to  be  the  only  goal  of  the 
game. 

Southampton  0,  Tottenham  0 
Tottenham,  surprisingly  held  2-2-  at 
home  by  last  place  Bolton  on  Satur- 

DIVlStON  ONE:  Barmfcjr  3,  Stoke  1; 
Charlton  2,  Portsmouth  1;  Huddersfield  0, 
Dertiy  I;  Norwich  0,  Soaffcend  1;  Port  Vale 
3.  West  Bromwich  1;  Sheffield  Dotted  1, 
Birmingham  i;  Tnuunerc  2.  Oldham  0; 
Wolverhampton  \  MDiwaH  L  Postponed: 
Crystal  Palace  r.  Lsuoa,  Leicester  v.  Ips¬ 
wich,  Sandcriand  r.  Grimsby,  Watford 
Reading. 

SCOTTISH  PREMIER:  Rangers  3,  Kil¬ 
marnock  CL  Postponed:  FaOdrlt  v.  Aber¬ 
deen,  Hearts  t.  Motherwell,  Partkk  t.  Hi¬ 
bernian,  RaMh  v.  Cdfit 


day,  again  straggled  against  lov-er  op- 

po  sit  ion!  England  forward  Teddy 
Sberingham.  scorer  of  U  g««l?  lhis 
season,  missed  two  opportunities 

PREMIER  LEAGUE:  Arsenal  3,  Qww'i 
Park  Rangers  0;  Blackburn  2,  Manchester 
City  oTchdse*  l,  Wbnblednn  2:  Everton  4, 
Middlesbrough  0;  Nottingham  FonsS  2. 
Sheffield  Wednesday  6,  Southampton  0, 
Tottenham  ft.  Postponed:  Aston  \uia  v. 
Liverpool,  West  Ham  v.  Corcmry-  Haying 
today:  Boitoa  v.  Leeds,  Manchester  L  uted 
v.  Newcastle. 
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Cowboys  rout  Cardinals,  regular  season  ends 


TEMPE,  Arizona  (AP)  -  The 
Dallas  Cowboys  earned  home- 
field  rights  throughout  the  con¬ 
ference  playoffs,  and  got  Enunitt 
Smith  one  of  the  NFL’s  most 
prized  records  m  the  process. 

Smith  had  the  NFL  rushing  ti¬ 
tle  wrapped  up  before  Monday 
night’s  fining  against  the  Arizona 
Cardinals.  But  he  needed  one 
touchdown  to  break  the  league 
record  of  24  in  a  season,  set  by 
Washington’s  John  Riggins  in 
1983. 

Smith’s  3-yard  scoring  run 
came  with  5:49  left  in  the  37-13 
victory,  the  final  game  of  the 
NFL’s  regular  season. 

Kevin  Williams  of  the  Cow¬ 
boys  dosed  his  third  year  in'  die 
league  with  a  career  day,  catching 
touchdown  passes  of  25  and  48 
yards  from  Troy  Aikman  among 
his  nine  grabs  for  203  yards. 

Brock  Marion  contributed  to 
the  Cowboys’  quick  start  by  re¬ 
turning  an  interception  32  yards 
for  a  touchdown  in  the  first  quar¬ 
ter.  and  Chris  Boniol  had  field 
goals  for  Dallas  of  39,  23  and  24 


yards. 

The  Cowboys  (12-4)  lost  the 
home-field  advantage  to  San 
Francisco  last  year,  and  dropped 
a  38-28  decision  to  the  49eis  in 
the  NFC  championship  game. 

This  time,  the  right  to  play  at 
home  until  the  Super  Bowl  was 
the  only  thing  at  stake-  for  the 
Cowboys,  who  claimed  their 
fourth  straight  NFC  East  title  and 
got  next  week  off  when  Chicago 
beat  Philadelphia  on  Sunday. 


GUESS  WHICH? 


Which  Pro  Football  Hall  of  Famer 
gave  up  two  home  runs  to  Babe  Ruth 
the  year  be  hit  60? 

Morris  (Red)  Badgro 
Moe  Brag 
Earl  (Dutch)  dark 
Ernie  Nevers 

Answer  tomorrow. 

Answer  to  yesterday’s  Kloess  Which’: 
The  Pittsburgh  Steelers  changed  to  the 
T-formation  in  1951  Until  then,  they 
had  run  from  the  single  wing 
formation. 


1995  NFL  FINAL  STANDINGS 
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SL  Louis  7  0  0  .438  2 

Carolina  7  9  0  .438  2 

New  Orleans  7  9  0  438  t 

x-cfinctKxJ  tSvfeton  tote;  y-cSnctied  ptayefl  barti. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PRICES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS  •  Afl  rates 
Indude  VAT: 

Single  Weekday  -  NIS  99.45  for  10  words 
(minimum),  each  adtfltkmal  word  NIS  9.94 
FRIDAY  AND  HOLIDAY  EVE  -  NIS 
152.10  10  words  (minimum),  each  addi¬ 
tional  word  NIS  15421. 

MONDAY,  WEDNESDAY  and  FRI¬ 
DAY  (package)  -  NIS  234.00  for  10  words 
(minimum), each  additional  word  -  NIS 
23.4D 

WEEK  RATE  (6  Insertions)  -  NIS  315.90 
for  10  words  (minimum),  each  additional 
word -NIS  31.59. 

FOUR  FRIDAYS  (package)  -  NIS 
409.5 0  for  10  words  (minimum),  each  ad¬ 
ditional  word  -  NIS  40.95. 

MONTHLY  (24  insertions)  -  NIS  643.50 
for  10  words  (minhnum),  each  additional 
word  -  NJS  $4.35. 


DEADLINES  Offices: 

Jerusalem  -  weekdays:  12  noon  the  day 
before  pubUcatfon;  for  Friday  and  Sunday: 
6  p.m.  on  Thursday. 

Tal  Aviv  and  Haifa  -  weekdays:  12 
noon,  2  days  before  publication:  for  Friday 
and  Sunday:  4  p.m.  Thursday  in  TW  Aviv 
and  12  noon  Thursday  In  H 


EuS 

DWELLINGS 


_ General _ 

WHERE  TO  STAY 

INN  PLACES  LTD.  affordable  home 
bed  &  breakfast,  self-catering  apts.,  coun¬ 
try- wide,  choice  locations.  Tel  ./Fax  09- 
576204.  P.O.B  .  577,  HerzUya. 

JERUSALEM  LODGES  LTD.  ■  Short 
term  rentals  *  Bed  and  breakfast  ■  P.O.Box 
4233.  Jerusalem  91044.  TeL  02-611745. 
Fare  02-618541.  - 


DWELLINGS 


_ _ Jerusalem _ 

HOUSE  SITTING 

ESTABLISHED  ADULT  COUPLE, 
scrupulous  housekeepers,  will  took  after 
your  home  (Jerusalem  area)  until  their 
r«w  home  is  ready,  for  period  April -June 
(flexible).  Tel  02-819837  [Fiona) _ 

RENTALS 


2  1/&  TALBIEH  3.  also  short-term.  REHA- 
V1A  REALTY,  la.  02-665622. 

AP  LEA  SANT  APARTMENT  lor  tour- 
tats.  Jerusalem  center,  short  term.  Tal.  03- 
9662070;  03-3660512. 

•GERMAN  COLONY-  (ITALIAN  CO- 
UJNY)  Luxury.  2-5  rooms,  fumished/un- 
tunmnea  Long  term  possible.  ■israbmW 
Tel  02-666671. 

HAGDUD  HATVRI  ST.,  4  rooms,  61h 
floor,  furnished  completely.  Tel.  03-641- 
5713. _ 

SALES  ~~ 

FOR  SERIOUS  ONLYWJ  Rama}  Eshkat, 
3-5  (originally  4.5),  renovated,  improved. 
Tender  -  bidtfing  starting  at  S300.000.  Tel. 
02-389160,  056306504. 

(N  OLD  200  (near  Befz),  6,  air  condi¬ 
tioned,  marble,  luxurious  kitchen,  TeL  02- 
386348. 

ITALIAN  COLONY-  Hildeshaimer  Hats- 
Sra  Street,  luxury  apartments,  4-5,  balco¬ 
nies,  basement,  garden,  parking.  TeL  02- 
61 7866,  02-666571 . 

MUST  SELL!  BENAVJA,  4.  beautiful. 
ground  hoor.  near  the  Great  Synagogue. 
ZMUKJ  Tel.  02-638221 . 

OPPORTUNITY!!  BNEI  BTEIRA  Sl., 
126  sq.m.,  +  options,  first  floor,  flexible, 
immediate.  £270.000.  Tel.  02-784185. 

SHA'ARAl  HESSED,  REHAV1A,  comer 

house.  4  floors  +  air-conditioning,  magnrfj- 
cent.  SI  .250.000-  TSL  02-384-314. 

_ SALE _ 

3  ROOMS  rn  Rental's  nicest  area, 

i  st  floor, view,  special.  Tel  02-864217  NS 


DWELLINGS 


_ Tel  Aviv _ 

HOLIDAY  RENTALS 

BEAUTIFUL  APTS/SUITES  BET¬ 
WEEN  Gan  Ha'ir  and  the  beach,  tourists/ 
businessmen,  short/long  term.  Tel.  03- 
696-9092,  050-358-972. _ 

_ RENTALS _ 

10  MONTH  RENTAL  from  Feb.,  2.5.  im¬ 
proved.  completely  furnished,  beautiful, 
near  sea  Tel.  03-524-3095. 


RAMAT  AVIV  G1MMEL.  luxurious 
apartments,  &  houses  for  rent.  ADI'S 
PROPERTIES.  TeL  03-6418396. 

RAMAT  CHEN,  PENTHOUSE,  6  - 
$1,600.  5  -  $900. 4  -  $800,  new,  elevator, 
parking.  Agent.  Tel.  050-300-640. 

EXCLUSIVE!  ARNON,  4,  large,  reno¬ 
vated  and  quiet  $1100.  KAV-HAYAM.  Tel. 
03-523-9988. 

E20REI-HEN,  3,  MODERN,  fully  fur- 
nlshed,  doorman,  country  dub.  YAEL  RE¬ 
ALTOR  (Maldan).  TeL  03-642-6253. 

LUXURIOUS  HOUDAY  APARTMENT 
available  directly  from  owner,  20  Decem¬ 
ber  to  1st  January.  Tel.  (03 )  528-6773. 

_ SALES _ 

RAMAT  AVIV  GIMMEL.iuxurlous 
apartments.  &  houses  for  sale.  ADI’S 
PROPERTIES,  TeL  03-641-8396. 

EXCLUSIVE!  EXCELLENT  FOR  in- 
vestmenlf  2  apartments,  divided.  Reno¬ 
vated,  furnished  completely.  KAV-HAYAM. 
Tel.  03-523-9988. 

EXCLUSIVE!  GAN  HAW  I  25 7  sq.  m.. 
high,  well  planed.  KAV-HAYAM.  Tel.  03- 
523-9988. 

EXCLUSIVE!  OPERA  TOWER1  2  high, 
breathtaking  view  of  sea  KAV-HAYAM. 
Tel.  03-523-9988. 

RAMAT-AV1V  GIMMEL,  EXCEP- 
TIONAL,  4.  160  sq.  m.  ind.  furniture. 
S700.000.  YAEL  REALTOR.  (Maldan).  TeL 
03-642-6253. 


DWELLINGS 


_ Dan  Region _ 

_ RENTALS _ 

GIVATAYIM,  HERZOG,  3,  furnished  + 
fang  term  possible.  S  BOO  Tel  03-6768030 


HERZILYA-PITUACH.  IN  GALEI- 
TCHELET,  350  sq.  m.  buffi.  New.  of  the 
Wghesf  standards  +  pooL  KAV  HA YAM. 
03-523-9988 _ • 

_ SALES _ 

HOLON:  SPECIAL,  IMPROVED,  cen¬ 
tral  and  quiet  street,  4  rooms,  3  ex¬ 
posures.  Tel.  03-6398710. 

HERZUYA  P  ITU  AH: LUXURIOUS  vit 
la  half  dunam,  lacing  sea.  Tel.  09- 
540694.  050-231725. 

RISHON  LeZION  (KJRYAT  GANIM),  5 
rooms  *  350  sq.  m.  garden,  storeroom, 
parking,  for  Immediate  sale  +  occupancy. 
Tal.  wfc  03-576-2401:  hm  02-85241340. 


DWELLINGS 


Southern  Coast 


_ SALES _ 

PROJECT  FOR  RELIGIOUS  in  Reho- 


DWELLINGS 


_ Sharon  Area _ 

RENTALS 

FOR  RENT  HERZUYA  P  ITU  AH,  4  bed- 


FOR  RENT/SALE,  FURNISHED,  fully 
equipped  apartments  on  the  beach  front 
of  HerzUya  Pltuah,  shortflona  term.  ILTAM 


SPACIOUS  4.S  ROOM  apartment, 
hearing,  air-conditioning,  quality  finished, 
poof,  from  end  of  January,  $800.  TO.  09- 
774-9279. 


SALES 


CAESAREA:  LUXURIOUS  HOUSE, 
poof,  desfrebfe  neighborhood,  amazing 
sea  view.  1W.  06-363261 , 050-231 72S. 


CAESAREA:  LUXURIOUS  HOUSE, 
pool,  sea  view,  air  conditioned,  heated. 
TeL  050-231725, 06-363261. 


HERZUYA  PITUACHI!  FOR  QUICK 
DECIStONU 

in  Gale!  Tchetat  sL,  house  4  dunam. 
$1,800,000.  Tef  08-540994,  050-231725. 


SERVICES 


General 


HEALING.  RHEUMA  THERAPY,  treat¬ 
ment  for  pain,  arthritis,  impotence.  Tal 
052-633-075.  Seven  days. 


COUNSELING/HEALTH 

IRIDOLOGY  AND  NATURAL  MEDI¬ 
CINE  APPROACH  to  Illness.  Yaakov 
Berman.  22  years  experience.  Tel.  03- 
580-0777,02-824-024. 

_ LESSONS _ 

STUDY  CENTER"  PRIVATE  Hebrew 
lessons  *  other  languages.  UnhetsAy  psy¬ 
chometric  preparations.  TeL  050-291460 
+Need  teachers  for  English  and  Mathe- 
mallcsf 


SERVICES 


Tel  Aviv 


HEALTH 


FOR  HEALTHY  BODY  &  a  happy  mind, 
have  a  professional  massage  or  shlatsu. 
Toi.  03-5602328. 


COMPUTERS 


General 


WANTED 


TALENTED,  VERY  EXPERIENCED 
"MAC*  PERSON  wishes  to  borrow/ rent 
Powertoook  with  modem  and/or  internet/ 
(ax  for  period  of  one  month  (from  mid 
January)  during  hospitaliZHlior  for  bone 
marrow  transplant.  Please  call  Tel.  02- 
8973735  (NS). 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


Jerusalem 


HOUSEHOLD  HELP 


HOUSEKEEPER,  FEMALE,  UVE- 
OUT  OR  IN,  $800  -  5900.  Josephine's 
Agency.  Tel.  02-532-4175. _ 

OFFICE  STAFF 

SUPER  ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSIS¬ 
TANT/SECRETARY  +■  major  office 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


_ Tel  Aviv 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP  ~~ 

AU  PAIR  FOR  3  children  +  housekeep¬ 
ing.  live  in.  TU.  (03  )  604-1890 


FORGET  THE  RESTI1  We  are  the 
best!!  The  Mraest  and  oldest  agency  In 
Israel.  For  tharaghest  quality  feve-in  jobs 
phone  Au  Pair  International.  03-8190423. 

DIPLOMAT  AMERICAN  FAMILY 
seeks  SoUh  African  au  pair  HveJn,  central 
Tel  Aviv,  $750  +200  NIS  Immecfiaie  bo¬ 
nus.  03-8201185,  052-452002. 

1  MM  EDI  ATE  111  $700  +  ROOM  AND 
board  for  experienced  metapedet  in  Tel 
Aviv.  Tbi.  03-524-2085. 

IMMEDIATE  JOBS  AVAILABLE, 
friendliest  famSies,  best  conditions,  the 
agency  wflh  a  heart  for  the  Au  Pairs.  Can 
tflima  Td.  03-9659937. 

LIVE-IN  6  DAYS  in  Ham  at  Aviv,  2  girls 
age  8,  H.  Engfch  peaking,  non-smokar. 
Paid  medical  insurance.  Vered  Tel.  .03- 
538-9347, 03-641-3689,  050-258-491. 

SEEKING  F1UP1NA  FOR  nice  family  In 
To!  Hashomar,  monthly  salary.  Tel  03- 
535-1511. 

ENGLISH/SPANISH  SPEAKER,  $750 
+  pocket  money,  for  chHdcara  and  house¬ 
work.  Tel.  03-5105740,  050-516964. 

RAMAT  AVIV.  AU  PAIR,  friendly,  con¬ 
scientious,  LIVE-IN,  cleaning  +  children. 
Good  conditions.  TeL  03-641-0871. 

OFFICE  STAFF 

SECRETARY/TYPIST,  FOR  IMPORT 
company,  some  Hebrew.  PC®  37576  Tal 
Aviv  61375. 


PURCHASE/SALES 


_ General _ 

_ FOR  SALE _ 

AIWA  WALKMAN  HS-TA  353  with  auto 
reverse.  AM/FM  stereo,  In  package,  never 
opened!  ONLY  NIS  2251  lei  02-252-852. 


PURCHASE 

WE  PURCHASE  ANTIQUES,  old  furni¬ 
ture,  and  household  contents.  Tel.  03- 
6831724;  Horae:  03-688191. 

LOANS  AVAILABLE  IN  cash  with  gold 
collateral.  We  purchase  Jewelry,  dia¬ 
monds,  watches  and  antiques.  Tel.  03- 
SI  08769. 


Gov’t  salutes  athletes 


HEATHER  CHATT 


VEHICLES 


General 


DIPLOMATIC  VEHICLE 

Ford  Stem  Estate  2L  GLX 1991 
Mileage  87036  Km,  manual  gear 
Reasonable  condition 
Offer*  to  British  Embassy 
1B2  Uayaikon  Street,  Tel  Aviv 
By  12HW  noon  on  Wed-  3  January  1996. 
Seated  bids  only  'personal* 

Ftirnm.  of  'ft^anaixnt  Officer" 


VEHICLES 


_ Jerusalem _ 

PASSPORT  ~~ 

SAAB  900S,  1994,  2,31,  leather,  loaded, 

eaaaate  pa8aport  $2g,QoQ- 

VEHICLES _ 

ARIE  PALOGE  -  QUALITY  CARS: 
buying,  selling,  leasing,  trading.  02- 


CREDIT 

CARD 

HOLDERS! 


FAX  OR  PHONE 


YOUR  ADS  IN 


TEL  AVIV: 


Fax.  03-6390-277 


DEPUTY  Minister  of -Edncation, 
Culture  and  Sport  Micha  Gold¬ 
man  awarded  his  ministry's  prizes 
for  the  outstanding  sportsmen  of 
1995  at  a  ceremony  In  Jerusalem 
yesterday. 

The  sportsmen  who  excelled  in 
world  championships  this  year 
and  received  NIS  30,000  were 
sailsmen  Nir  and  Ran  Chantal 
(bronze  medal),  judoka  Oren 
Sinadja  (silver),  wrestler  Gucca 
Chichi  ash vili  (silver)  and  Hanoch 
Bodin  who  won  a  gold  medal  at 
the  world  handicapped  swimming 
championships. 

Jndoka  Arik  Ze’evi,  waters- 
kiers  Moshe  Zedaka  and  Michal 
Bertal  and  shooters  Shahar  Yon- 
sovich  and  Hani  Ukonsky  each 
received  NIS  12,000: 

At  the  ceremony,  Goldman  re¬ 


ferred  to  the  changes  now  affect¬ 
ing  local  sports  associations. 

“Israeli  sport  is  entering  a  new 
era  where  the  previous  commu¬ 
nist  system  will  be  replaced  by  a 
modern,  independent  arrange¬ 
ment  which  wffl  lead  to  greater 
sporting  achievements,”  he  said. 

Goldman’s  words  came  on  the 
eve  of  today's  critical  meeting  be¬ 
tween  the  ministry’s  Sports  Au¬ 
thority  and  the  Sports  Federation 
of  Israel.  The  SFI  has  threatened 
to  strike  from  January  1  if  the 
government's  promised  financial 
assistance  towards  the  unions’  in¬ 
dependence  is  not  upheld. 

Yesterday,  the  chairman  of  the 
Table  Tennis  Association,  Ye- 
chiel  Parzelina,  announced  that 
his  union  will  strike  from  January 
1  to  protest  massive  budget  cuts. 


Cardinals  axe 
Buddy  Ryan 

TEMPE  (AP)  -  Buddy  Ryan,  a 
self-described  winner  whose  Ari¬ 
zona  Cardinals  lost  seven  of  their 
last  eight  games  to  finish  4-12, 
was  fired  yesterday. 

Ryan,  12-20  in  two  seasons 
with  the  fiardmals,  was  the  coach 
and  general  manager.  Owner  Bill 
Bidwili  hired  him  away  from  the 
Houston  Oilers,  where  he  had 
been  defensive  coordinator,  in 
February  1994. 

“The  decision  was  based  on  his 
record,”  Bidwili  said.  “We  made 
the  decision  as  quickly  as  possible 
so  we  can  begin  to  go  forward." 

SCOREBOARD 

Aloha  Bowl,  Hooolohc 
Kassas  51,  UCLA  30 
MONDAY’S  NBA  RESULTS: 

See  Antonio  105,  Phoenix  100 
Orlando  92,  Houston  90 


J Eurosport’s  strongman  competition 
requires  a  strong  stomach  to  watch 


Fax.  02-388-408 


Hal.  02-315-608 


EUROSPORT  is  like  that  little 
girl  in  the  nursery  rhyme  with  the 
curl  in  the  middle  of  her  fore¬ 
head:  when  the  station’s  good, 
it’s  very,  very  good,  but  when  it’s 
bad,  it’s  horrid. 

Horrid  doesn’t  even  come 
close  to  describing  just  how  awful 
Saturday  night’s  First  Annual 
German  International  Strong¬ 
man  Competition  was,  another  of 
Eurosport’s  dubious  quasi-sports 
events.  Eurosport's  not  all  to 
blame,  however  -  the  lunkheads 
who  designed  the  events  for  the 
eight  competing  huiks  obviously 
left  their  brains  in  the  weight 
room. 

First  there  was  “The  Hurri¬ 
cane,”  in  which  the  competitors 
were  required  to  carry  SO  kg.  of 
plexiglass  15  meters  while  being 
buffeted  by  a  wind  machine,  sort 
of  film  trying  to  walk  up  the  stairs 
tunnel  outside  Jerusalem’s  Ha- 
mashbir  Lazarchan  department 
store  on  a  wintry  day. 

Iben  there  were  die  “Stones  of 
Strength,”  huge  stone  balls 
weighing  from  95-145  kg.  that  die 
brawnsters  had  to  lift  onto  bar¬ 
rels.  Too  bad  none  of  the  stones 
rolled  off  and  crushed  the  PA 
system,  which  was  playing  back¬ 
ground  music  that  sounded  Eke  it 
came  from  some  Grade  Z  adven¬ 
ture  movie  one  of  the  strongmen 
once  starred  in,  idee  Hernia  of 
Hercules. 

For  sheer  stupidity,  nothing 
quite  beat  “The  Bavarian  Wall,” 
where  participants  ’had  to  toss  a 
25-kg.  beer  keg  over  a  4  and  5- 
rae  ter- high  walls.  Only  viewers 
who  consumed  the  equivalent  of 


SPORTSWATCH 


ARYEH  DEAN  COHEN 

the  kegs’  contents  could’ve  taken 
it  seriously. 

Amazingly,  commentator  Si¬ 
mon  Reed  —  obviously  working 
from  a  videotape  -  kept  his  re¬ 
marks  sober  throughout,  until 
even  he  lost  his  cool  when  it  came 
to  the  “Ms.  Cbol”  competition. 
Designed  as  a  “sideline  event” 
during  the  strongmen  battle,  it 
featured  a  series  of  frauleins  in 
tight  lycra  showing  just  how  far 
they’d  go  for  a  trip  to  the 
Bahamas. 

Their  events  included  being 
pat  inside  a  weather  balloon, 
which  was  then  blown  up  until  it 
burst  with  them  still  inside.  Any¬ 
one  who  asked  out,  lost  Good 
fun,  huh?  The  grand  finale  had 
the  girls  walk  across  a  balance 
beam  with  fire  on  either  side, 
then  open  a  basket  where  they 
had  to  grab  Jive  snakes  and  carry 
them  across  the  finish  line. 
“Whoever  thought  this  up  had  a 
really  warped  sense  of  humor,” 
said  Reed,  in  the  understatement 
of  the  evening. 

Eurosport  advertises  itself  as 
“Purely  Sport,”  but  this  Strong¬ 
man  competition  was  pure  trash,  ' 
good  for  a  fast  late-night  laugh, 
perhaps,  but  hardly  worth  .  more 
than  a  minute  of  anyone’s  time. 

IF  the  strongmen  were  a  bust,  the 
big  men  of  Sumo  wrestling  were  a  . 
surprising  delight  on  .Eurosport 
Sunday  night  and  Monday  morn¬ 
ing.  The  coverage  of  the  Interna¬ 


tional  Paris  Tournament  was  both 
entertaining  and  educational. 

Just  the  mere  size  of  some  of 
the  competitors  was  incredible  - 
284-kg.  Konishiki’s  gut  almost 
popped  out  the  side  of  our  set. 
But  rather  than  a  freak  show,  the 
competition  was  fascinating,  and 
the  excellent  commentary  by  Sid 
Hoare  and  particularly  Nick  Fel¬ 
lows  helped  viewers  learn  more 
about  the  sumo  tradition,  which 
has  inspired  some  50,000  (!) 
youngsters  to  compete  in  Japan, 
just  on  a  primary  school  leveL 

We  conld’ve  done  without  the 
overdone  initial  “matches”  pit¬ 
ting  local  French  kids  against  the 
huge  giants,  mostly  for  laughs  but 
also  to  teach  them  the  traditions 
of  the  sport  and  give  the  kids  a 
thrill.  But  once  the  actual  match¬ 
es  got  underway  -  in  a  ring  whose 
sand-covered  floor  looked  like  a 
pizza  before  the  sauce  and  cheese 
are  added  -  the  action  was  rivet¬ 
ing,  especially  seeing  Konishiki 
sent  crashing  to  the  canvas  by  a 

much  smaller  man 

We  learned  that  the  referees  in 
the  sport  come  from  the  same 
families,  who  have  passed  the  job 
down -for  centuries.  When  one 
messed  up,  there  was  a  “decision 
by  committee'  ’  made  by  ringside 
officials  who  overruled  him,  and 
the  videotape  showed  they  were 
right, 

Eurosport  should  ditch  the  ex¬ 
hibitionist  events  like  Strongman 
and  Mbs  Fitness  and  stick  with 
more  hvavy-duiy  stuff  like  the 
sumo,  competition  on  a  regular 
basis,  or  risk  being  branded  as 
TV  sports,  lightweights. 
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CRITIC'S  CHOICE 


Helen  Kaye 


-■ar 

j  IT 


nmdoBs  blues,  and  singer 
gm*n»t  Jrfm  Pnmer  from  Oricaga  is  one  offee 
PKfed  and  snog  with  the  likes  of 
Guy  and  Muddy  Watei? 

^  qDartet  wWch  “c4des  Fam 

Gomned  on  piano  and  Arale  KarimKiri 

^Jhous,  bell  be  at  the  Israel  Museum  at  9:00. 

CLASSICAL  MUSIC 

Michael  Ajzenstadt 


Handel  specialist  Nicholas  McGegan  leadsiite 
Jerasalon  Symphony  Orchestra  in  the  popular 
Jiutas  Maccabaeus,  with  soprano  Monika  Frim- 
-  mezzo-soprano  Cornelia  Kallisdi,  tenor 
Guy  de  Mey,  and  baritone  Klaus  Mertens,  as 
Pf11  of  the  Lmngica  festival  tonight  (&00)  at  fee 
Henry  Crown  Symphony  Hall  in  Jerusalem- 
Tomorrow  at  the  festival,  the  visiting  Jaima 
Muzika  choir  from  Vflnins  presents  ana-ogpjv»j)n 
program  at  the  Donzritian  Abbey  at  8:00.  On 
&tnrday  at  8:00  at  the  Henry  Crown  Symphony 
HaH  yon  can  enjoy  cantatas  by  Bach,  Telemann, 
Brnhns  and  Buxtehude  performed  by  the  Acca- 
denna  Daniel  under  Shalev  Ad-EL 
Musicalitnrgica  in  Nazareth  this  weekend  is  a 
celebration  of  choral  music  featuring  four  differ- 
ent  programs  at  the  local  Salcsaan  Church.  On 
Friday  at  noon  one  can  enjoy  the  Tel  Aviv 
Chamber  Choir  under  Michael  Sham  in  choral 
^selections  by  Orlando  di  Lasso,  Vivaldi  and  Leo¬ 
pold  Mozart.  At  4:00,  the  Jatrna  Muzika.  choir 
performs  Rossini’s  La  Petite  Messe  SolenneUe. 

On  Saturday  at  noon  Naomi  Faran  leads  her 
_  Moran  Children  Choir  in  Sing  unto  the  Lord  and 
toShe  Children  of  God  and  later,  at  4:00,  Avner 
^JEtai  leads  the  Kibbutz  Chamber  Orchestra  in1 
Fergolesi’s  Sdtva  Regina  and  Fame’s  Requiem, 
the  latter  with  Anat  Efraty  and  Dan  Etinger. 

FILMS  ~ 


adina  Hoffman 

*★★14  LAND  AND  FREEDOM  -  Moviegoers 
accustomed  to  the  beautiful  battles  of  Hollywood 
war  pictures  may  find  themselves  shifting  uncom¬ 
fortably  throughout  English  director  Km  Loach’s 
knotty,  daring  treatment  of  the  Spanish  OvS  War. 


John  Frimer  sings,  the  bbes  at  the  Israel 
Museum  tonight. 

Loach’s  rejection  of  the  genre's  usual  prettifying 
techniques  -  the  triumphal  crane,  shots,  the  fluid 


score— is  what  makes  the  fihn  so  potent.  Instead  of 
resorting  to  those  more  predictably  noosing  meth¬ 
ods,  he  prefers  to  phmk  ns  down  in  the  trenches 
with  a  single,  jerking  camera  and  David  (Ian 
Hart),  a  doughy-faced  English  Communist  who 
has  signed  up  for  an  antifascist  militia  attached  to 
POUM,  the  revolutionary  socialist  party.  (English 
and  Spanish  dialogue,  Hebrew  subtitles.  Not  reo- 
ommended  for  children.) 

****  THE  USUAL  SUSPECTS  -  Bryan  Sog¬ 
er’s  fresh,  present-tense  approach  to  his  old-time 
cops-and-robbers  outline  makes  The  Usual  Sus¬ 
pects  a  smart,  spooky  movie,  perhaps  the  smartest, 
spookiest  crime  movie  of  the  year.  Together  wife 
screenwriter  Christopher  McQnanie,  the  director 
has  dug  up  all  the  ordinary  plot  and  character 
signposts  (fee  usual  suspicions,  if  yon  will),  leaving 
the  saltation  to  creep  up  on  us  at  the  same  slow 
pace  wife  winch  it  dawns  on  fee  investigators 
responsible  for  cracking  the  mysterions  case. 
MoQuarrie’s  puzzfo-fihe  script  is  sharp  and  sophis¬ 
ticated  down  to  fee  very  last  wend,  while  Singer’s 
touch  is  at  once  surprising  and  controlled,  his 
seunbifity  hip  without  being  glib.  Wife  Gabriel 
Byrne,  Chao;  Pahnmteri  and  a  wild-eyed  Stephen 
Bakhrin.  (Engfish  tfialogue,  Hebrew  subtitles. 
Chadten  under  17  not  admitted  without  an  adnK.) 


CRYPTIC  CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1  Subjects  in  it  are  dearly 
defined(5> 

4  It  was  famous  having  fee 
man’s  party  endlessly  in 
charge  (8} 

8  Getting  into  a  tangle 
whilst  cleaning  out  (8) 

9  "Worker  replaced  many  a 
fellow  who  does  odd  jobs  (8} 

first 
f(7) 

13  Again  fix  time  to  harvest  at 
a  particular  place  (9) 

15  Rim  as  Peter  might  be 
(2,6,2, 1»4) 

18  Depositing  of  money  at 
gatehouse  by  fellows  before 
rime  (9) 


11  A  way  that’s 
with  a  silk  ’ 


21  For  fee  traveller  who  baa 
everything?  (4-3) 

22  Don’s  away  performing 
today  (8) 

24  Coming  to  the  paint  (8) 

25  To  say  nothing  fbr  coffee  (8) 

26  Reach  new  gate  before  fee 
junction  (3,2) 

DOWN 

1  Nobody  pays  fox  a 
rough-and-tumble  (4-3-3) 

2  System  of  computation 
used  by  copper  to  ring 
round  America  (8) 

3  Therefore  one  in  the  chain 
is  friendly  (8) 

4  Well  up  on  drugs?  (4) 


5  Sheep  going  round  rising, 
liver  was  prepared  (4,2) 

6  Figures  of  little  house  wife 
doctor  in  Rhode  Island  (6) 

7  Business  in  currency  (4) 

10  A  flower  from  Martha?  An 

absurdity!  (8) 

12  Baraaby  involved  in 
thirsty,  boring  work  (8) . 

14  Escape  by  aeroplane  (4,6) 

16  Paying  close  attention 
when  offering  oneself  as  a 
candidate  (8) 

■  17  Flayer  gets  awful  roasting 
(8) 

19  Moisture  to  surround 
fleshy  wattle  (6) 

20  Last  bear  (6) 

22  Outstanding  feature  (4) 

23  Second  one  has  turn  with, 
the  pudding  (4) 


□ 

□ 

mm 
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SOLUTIONS 

uaojatuaoaaa  a  □ 
a  k  u  ci  & 
□aci3QC30£3S  n  □ 

a  □  a  a  ganasiij 
a  a  a  a  a 
□oqqjqqh  aasssuQ 
a  gj  osaEa  a  a 
aauQ  n  a  aosa 
a  Q  E 

smsaosLd  uuasra-DQ 

3  □  □  D  0  „ 

asaana  a  s  d  a 

□  a  aasaga^aaa. 

GDQQ3  DOS  Q  g 

a  a  BaaflaQaaai' 


Ye«fcerd«y'»  Qaiek  Sohitian 
ACROSS:.  1  Trane*.  4  Verse,  B 
Toper,  9.  Bmmrm <L  10  EtoaLm,  II 

Shut,  U  Tit.  MlU  «  jgj*.  g 
Ram,  *L  Ever,  98 -Amiable,  25 
Amrntmue,  SS  Uaite,  27  Tntor,  28 
EnigM. 

DOWN:  I  Titter,  *  Approve,  3 
Canider.S  VSflt,  SBeru#  8  EiMtan, 

fSEanTu  Mm, ,U >AraWug 

17  Depast,  lfl  Marrr,  20  Pwata.  22 
Exact,  24  Tear. 


quick  crossword 


across 

1  Strikes  soundly  (6) 
4  UhurdnationB  (6) 

7  Compliant  (9) 

9  US  coin  (4) 

10  The  one  over  hera 

(4) 

11  Gove  00 

13  Reply  sharply  (.6) 

14  Red  Sea  (ana® )  (6) 

15  Dad  (6) 

17  Consider  (6) 

19  Twelve  (5) 

20  S  African 

/ijitbucV  (.41 

22  Very  black  (4) 

23  Drainpipes  (9) 

24  Basement  (6) 

25  Plundered  (6) 


DOWN 

1  Prison  officer  (0) 

2  Ice-cream  (4) 

3  Peep  (6) 
4Lmnbezjack(6) 

5  Fellow  (4) 

0  Afternoon  nap  (6) 

7  Copying  (9) 

8  Stringing  beads 
(9V 

11  Vexed  (5) 

12  Type  of  saw  (5) 

15  Of  iron  (6) 

16  Rota  (6) 

17  Car  fuel  (6) 

18  Hannonised  (6) 

21  Cloudy  (4) 

22  Gen  £4) 


TELEVISION 


■  CHANNEL  1 

4«MewhAiaMefc«Phy«Ml3L 

ne«s  TsOD  Gootf  Honiig  tefaoT^ 

■  EDUCATIONAL  TV 
8:007he  Jews  of  North  Africa  indercbio- 

ntal  iuIb  8DQ  Arithmetic  8:48  IsraaG  hte> 
lory  OrOB  Englbh  ft25  Young  chiton's 
programs  lODOMon^tafc  10^300*. 
rani  affairs  (rpfl  li  Do  Music  11:2*  Ge¬ 
ography  11:46  Judaism  12:05  life  srf- 
W’ceeiatZS  French  12:60  Science  aid 

SaWiSBPSMBS 

■n  stodb  horns  «  ctes  and  a  teach*  thev 
chore  ee  the  “cootesT  14:40  Cartoons 

■  CHANNEL  1 

2K2H2*00  ****  Mbq»  ** 

”  Qfcgte  -  drama  17:00  A  New 

ISSUE?  4S*- omrt  **• 


Ms®  The  Fwr  Seasons  -  agrtoiiture 
aqd  ecology  magadna  iftoo  News 


I  PROGRAMS 
2**5  Ev*y  Evering  wfti  Marav  Uchael 
MhOOMabat  News  2(h4S  Focus -Arab 
aWs  analyst  Said  Ya’ari  and  a  panel  of 
sartor  joumafists  interview  a  newsmaker 
of  this  week  21 :1SThe  Baades  Arthrtoay 
-%nf  pert  22^1 5  No  Men's  Land— medtei 
magazine  23:00  Dream  On  -  comedy 
23^0  News  magazine  OO^M  Verse  of 
tie  Day  . 

■  CHANNEL  2 

1 3.-00  Rambo—  cartoons  13:30  tn  Yar- 
on’s  Stocfo-  Varan  London  trths  to  chV- 
*re  14H»0  Star  Trek-  tie  next  genera¬ 
tion  IkOO  Power  Rangers  TB^O  Me 
and  (he  Boys  16:00  The  Bold  and  (to 

.  BeeuHM  17:00  News  magazine  17:30 
SportV  -  youth  sports  magadne  18^00 
Sanora  -  Spanish  soap  opera  ItoOO 
DariMe  Staele  -  Once  In  a  Ufeftno 
20:00  News  30£80  VWheel  of  Fortune  - 
quti  show  21dOS  Hana  Laszio  spedai  - 
the  Jeedtog  Isnirti  oomedeme  makes  her 
-TV  debut  2236  A  behtoCHhe-ecena* 
look  at  B  ATS  pubErty  campaigns  23^8 
Yehoshua.  Yehcahua  (1968)  -  A  pornog¬ 
raphy  writer  takes  on  a  Job  writing  the 
biography  of  a  Tat  Aw  pteyboiy,  Boaz. 

.  Yehoshua  fate  to  low  wtih  Boaz'a  gtrt- 
frtend.  Hb  fartaaies  bsoome  a  real  option 
«han  Boaz  suddenly  dbcovars  ngfigion 
(Hebrew,  no  srtotWes)  00:00  News 


WHERE  TO  GO 


per  Hne,  indming  VAT. 
wary  day  of  the 


VAT,  per.mmrtfc. 

JERUSALEM 


I  Tores 

UMVEMIY.  Tour*  of  the 
Mount  Scopus  campus,  in  Engfish,  daBy 
Sun.-Thur.,  11  am.  from  Bronfmen  Re¬ 
ception  Centre,  Sherman  Administra¬ 
tion  Bldg.  Buses  4a,  9, 23,  26.  2&  FOr 
hrid,  call  882819. 

NADAS8AM,  Visit  the  Hadassah  instal¬ 
lations.  Chagall  Windows.  TeL  02- 
416333,  02-776271. 

TEL  AVIV 


TB.  AVIV  MKISBM  OF  ART.  Bght  in 
November-  GtiWMrg,  Gross.  Reiwnan, 
Syasnyafc.  Ahnqg^Berast.  Gel^DqxBjr 

SculptureaOYaacov  Dorctun  -  Blocked 
VWvThi  Museum  Collections-  HELE¬ 
NA  mnmsTBN  paviuon  for 
CONTEMPORARY  ART.  New  Art  In 
Tel  Awtv  Collections.  Hours:  Weekdays 
10:00  bjtv-6  ptm.  Tub.,  10  a.m.-10  pjn. 
Fru.  Sat,  10:00  a.m.-3:00  pjrv.  Art  Edo- 
cation  Center,  closed  for  renovations, 
TeL  691815BW7. 

MicO-  To  vMt  our  projects  cafl  Tel  Aviv 
6923819;  Jerusalem  256060;  Haifa 
M8817. 

HAIFA 

WHAT'S  ON  IN  HAIFA,  dial  04- 
3742S3. 


GEMERAL 

ASSISTANCE 


EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 

Ja  ra—ta—8  Center  Pharm,  Hac  Hahote- 
vlm,  869744;  Bahrain,  Saleh  e-Din, 
272316;  Shuafat,  Shuafst  Road.810109: 
Dtsr  Aldawa,  Herod's  Gate,  282058. 

Tel  Arir.  Ariosoroft  76  Ariosoroff, 
523-0746;  Kupat  Hofim  CteOt.  7-9  Am¬ 
sterdam,  623^383.  TBI 3  ajn.  Thursday: 
Ben-Yehuda,  142  Berv-Yshuda,  522- 
3536.  Till  midnight:  Soperpharm  Ramat 
Aviv,  40  Einstein,  841-3730. 

Ba'anana  Iffar  Save:  Soper  Pharm 
Hagai  Hayarok.  8  Haharoshet,  Ra'an- 
ma,  983637. 

Metanya:  Megan,  13  Weizmann, 

W«Wi 

Kisyot  mm:  Sabinis,  24  Hagaten,  IGr- 
yat  Bialik,  873-5674. 

Hdfw  Kbyat  Htemr,  6  Maywhoff  Sq.. 
851-1707. 

Iter  ill  ye  Clai  Pharm,  Belt  Merfcarim,  6 
Maskit  (cnr.  Sderat  Hagafim).  Ho/zfiya 
Pftuah,  558472, 558407.  Open  9  ajn.  to 
midnight 

Upper  Waaa—ths  Ctal  Pharm,  Lev  Hair 
Mali.  57046a  Open  9  a.m.  to  10  pjn. 

DUTY  HOSPITALS 

Jerusalem:  Shasre  Zedek  (internal, 
ophthalmology,  ENT):  Hadassah  Bn 
Knrwm  (surgery,  obstetrics);  Hadassah 
ML  Scopus  (orthopedics);  ffikur  Hofim 
(perfiatrics). 

Tel  Aviv:  Tel  Aviv  Mecficrt  Center  (pe¬ 
diatrics,  internal,  surgery), 

Larasdo. 


POUCE 

HRE 

FIRST  AID 


100 
102 
101 

i  David  Adore 

In  emergencies  dial  101  (Hebrew)  or911 
(English)  in  most  parts  of  the  country,  tn  - 
addition: 

Ashdod*  651333  IQar  9sva*  902222 
Ashketon  SS1332  Ndwrtya*  312333 
Boenhaba*  2747B7  Nronya*  904444  . 

Bek  Shemesh  523133  Petab  Ttos*  9311111 
Dm  Breton-  57S3333  Mem*  JSVB3 
ere*  ^2444  -  RithOit*  9842333 
iMh*  8512233  Sated  920333 
Jerwatem*  523133  TN  Aviv- 5480111 
jSS3-«85«4  Tibwtes*  792444 
MMtfte  hS3v»  Cam  Unit  (MOJ)  swvfc.  in 
the  ares,  around  the  dock. 

Medical  help  for  tourists  fin  English) 

^^ftolrareiforendterer- 

atRenibarn  Hre^  W«29»5,  «or 
emergency  cate  24  houni  a  day,  for 
Information  in  case  ^po^n-ng. 
r_-  _  Cgntioeti  First  AM.  Jerusa- 
STeiteoS,  Tel  Aviv  5461111  {chOdranr 

ffhwHr  791128.  Heianya  685110.  Karmlel 
9^10,  WN  Sava  974555,  Hedant 

^14?a®«611»foiM  mBre- 
Jkn),  07-378310.  0B«050e  (also  m 

Center  (24  hours),  Tel 
5234819.  5449191  (men),  Jenisa* 
H»te  8860111-  Bet  31977. 


MkOS  Yehoshua.  Yehoshua  (continued)' 
01=20  Jazz  OSbBO  Poem  of  the  Day 

■  JORDAN  TV 

14d»  Inspector  Gadget- cartoon  ^ 14:30 
Ghcat  Writer  15rfX»  The  Secret  VWtod  of 
Ate  Mac  16:30  Amazing  Stories  16riK> 
Adventures  of  the  Black  StaBon  16:30 
Skyjackers  17:00  Branch  programs 
1M0  News  headfnes  19:35  Anything 
for  a  Laugh  20:00  Amazing  Races 
2th2STbe  Bold  and  the  BeautHui  21:10 
Star  Trak  -  17w  Next  Generation  22300 

Never  In  Engteh 22:26  Prism  -  local  taBc 
show  23KW  The  Nutcracker  -  a  fantasy 
on  ire  00^20  Grace  Under  Rre  (comedy) 

■  MIDDLE  EAST  TV 

14:00  The  700  Club  14:56  FBm  16:30 

Mocrrtns16^SHeathcfff17d»[nspeo- 
tnr  Gadget  17:46  Superbook  18:10  Hart 

To  Hmt  19:10  Magnum  PXSthOO  Wodd 
Naw  Tonight  (Arabic)  20^0  CNN  Hato- 
Ane  News  21:00  Coach  21:30  Mattock 
22^0  Murder  She  Wfoto  23: 10  The  700 
Oub  00:00  Spade)  Program 


CABLE 


■  FAMILY  CHANNEL  (3) 

8:00  Brtcon  Crest  O^KI  One  LJfe  to  Live 
^46  The  Young  and  file  Besttess  10:30 
Bob  10:66  The  Wonder  Yeas  11:25 
Celeste  12:10  Neighbors  12^35  Perry 
Mason  13^0  Starting  at  1 30 14dW  TTw 
Commbh  14:65  Falcon  Crest  tS‘-4S 
ENG  16:30  Neighbors  1B:55  Antonela 
17:46  brae*  Cfips  18:00  One  Lite  to 
Lbe  1*^8  The  Young  and  the  Restless 
1M0  Local  broadcast  20dB  Celeste 
20:60  Medietas  Ball  21:40  Sisters 
22=30  Untvers&y  Hospital  23:20  Mto 
About  You  23b46  Sisters  00*J38  SL  Sse- 
where  1^6  Knots  Landng 

■  MOVIE  CHANNEL  (4) 

ICtoao  The  ChBd  Sauer  (1988)  -  career 
woman  risks  afl  to  save  seven-year-old 
Opt)  12dW  Short  fihn  1200  The  Detec¬ 
tive  (1988)  -  cop  drama  starring  Frank 
Stoatra  and  Lee  Remfck  (rpt)  14:15  Fire 
In  the  Dark  (1991)  (rpt)  15:60  The  Other 
SMB  of  Lore  (1991)  (rpQ  17^6  Non  Ct 
RwteCM  Pianger  (1991)(ipt)  19s  15  Da- 

Philitas^pt)  21  sltoCfmient  Garden 
(1992}  -  Chama  about  foe  different  ways 
two  staters  and  two  brothers  deal  with  the 
death  of  thalr  parents:  WBh  Charlotte  Qns- 
bourg,  Ned  Btrta  n,  Sneed  Cusack  and  An¬ 
drew  Robinson.  Directed  by  Andrew  Blr- 
Wru  An  Englteh-French-Gennan  co¬ 
production  (101  mins)  22s«5  Bay  Cfty 
Story  (1991)  -  suspense  drama  about  a 
crime  writer's  new  assistant  who  comes  to 
work  to  find  her  ootieegue  murdered.  Sat  to 
Sac  Francisco  (80  mins)  OfhIO  Iron  Maze 
(1991)  -  (rpt)  1:60  Fortunes  of  War 
(1993) -(rpt) 

M  CHILDREN  (6) 

6&0  Cartoons  8.-00  Surprise  Garden 
8:30  Little  Monsters  8:60  Cartoons 
9:10  Casper  and  Blends  MO  Steer 
Hawks  10:10  Hanghn  vrifo  Mr.  Cooper 
10:46  Lota  and  Ctark  HriO  Loony 
Toons  12.-00  Saved  by  the  BeU  12^0 
Hugo  ISriM  Swprtoe  Garden  13:30 The 
Detectives  1&60  Ctetoons  14:10  WU 
West  C.O.W.5  14k30  Dungeons  and 
Dragons  16:10  Stiver  Hawks  15:40 
Growing  Pains  16:16  Party  of  Five 
17:10  Loony  Toons  17:30  Saved  by  foe 


JERUSALEM  „ 

ONaMTHEQU^  jMe  Raid  5  Vote  Hard 
Dte  HtinMimi  a  Vengsance 
Led  ZeppeRh  VMebcSpa  wRh 
Bonn!  ffodhavich,  9  G.G,  GIL  Jerusalem 
MaO  04afoa)  *  788448  4B0,  7  :15. 10  + 
Assassins  4:45  *  The  BaakstbaB  Dia- 
rfas  4ri5,  7.T5,  9riS  *  Chtelasa  4AS. 
7rl5,  9-45  *  The  Bridges  of  Madison 
County  5  *  Passover  Rawer  4^5, 7.-15, 
ft45  *  The  GoMm  MM  Gang  *  Some¬ 
thing  to  Taft  About  445,  7:15,  fo45  * 
Man  of  the  House  *  Pagamastar  (He¬ 
brew  {firtogue)«Thumbefina  JERUSA¬ 
LEM  THEATER  Land  and  Freedom  7, 
930  *  A  lire  of  No  Importance  7, 930 
RAV  CHEN  1-7»  792780  feed#  Can! 
Reservations*  794477  RmHMecher 
BuUng,  19  Ha’txnon  SL.  TalpSot  Love¬ 
sick  on  Nana  Street  9:45  ★  Seven  7:15. 
9*5  *  Santa  CtausoeTha  Usual  Su- 
apactseThe  Postmanebi  the  Bteak  Htf- 
wtator 730,9*5  ★  H»  Net  5, 730,  fo45 
★  Mortal  Combat  5.  730  *  Goofy  the 
Movie  (Hebrew  dtetogue)  5*  An  indten 
ki  the  Ci4itxMBri»Sl*epfng  Beauty  5  ★ 
Contae,  Corrine  Mortsf  Mon.  11  nm, 
135.  5,-  5  SaiADAR  Once  Wwa  War¬ 
riors  73a  930 

TEL  AVIV 

ONatATHEQUE  Eat,  Drfok,  Man,  ¥fom- 
■15.730, 10  *  AngsIHesrt.5,7*ThB 
Ftench  Lieutenant's  Woman,  920*  D(- 
ZENQOFF  BmkatbaB  Otartre*A  Itai  of 
No  Importance  11  am,  1, 3, 5rl5, 7:45, 
10  *  Priest  5:15  *  Froth  1, 10  DRIVE  IN 
Mm  Months  10  ★  The  Golden  MM 
Gang  730  GAN  HAIR  *  5279215  Prie- 
cffls230, 730, 9-Afi  *  MreteTa  Wedding 
5  GAT  The  Usual  Suspects  5, 720, 9M5 
GORDON  The  Young  Potoonn's  Hand¬ 
book  8.  10  *  Ctttzen  Kane  6  G.G.  HOD 
1-4*  52ZB090  Hod  Passage,  101  Dtran- 
goff  SL  Golden  Eye  2.  43a  7:15,  10  * 
Cfoeleas2, 5, 73a  10*  Passover  Fever 
2,  5,  730,  10  *  The  Golden  Men 
GangeThumbedne*  Something  to  Taft 
About  2, 5,  730, 10  LEV  1-4  S  5288288 
FarfnefH  12  noon,  2. 5. 73a  9?t5  *  The 
Bridges  of  Medteon  County  1130  am, 
430,  9-A5  ★  The  — dtaoee  at  King 
George  2^5. 730  *  Of  Land  &  Freedom 
1120,  5.  73a  9-45  *  SheBow  Grave  2 
Q.G.  PFER  Golden  Eye  43a  7:15. 10  * 
Something  to  Taft  About  5,  73a  10  * 
Clueless  5, 72a  1 0  *  Passover  Freer  5. 
73a  10  *  UndergroundRAV-CHEN* 
5282288*  Dfzsngcrif  Center  Seven  4^5, 
7rt  5. 045  *  Sente  Cteuse  5. 73a  9-A5  * 
Lovesick  on  None  Street 730. 045*  An 
Indten  hi  the  Cupboard  5  *  A  Waft  in 
the  Clouds  1130  am..  230, 730.  MS  * 
The  Net  9*5  *  Med  Lore  *  Goofy  foe 
Movie  5  *  Despered  1120  ajn..  230, 5, 
730  *  Pocahontas  (Hebrew  daJopje) 
RAV-OR 1-5  *  5102874*  Opera  House  to 

foe  Bleak  MfclwIntereLoreekk  on  Nana 

Street*  Don  Juan  de  MercoaThe  Po*t- 
marreSmoke  5b  730.  9*5  *  G.G.  SHA- 
HAF  1-2  Soawfoing  to  TMk  About  5, 
730,  io  *  UndetgroaidS.  8  Q.G.  TAYE- 
LET  1-3  *  5177952  2  Yana  Hanavi  SL 
Asaasstoa  4M5.  7:15.  10  *  Passover 
FevereApodo  134^5. 7rt  5. 10G.G.TEL 
AVIV*  5281181  65  Prater  St  Golden 
Eye  430,  7rt5, 10  *  Species* Ciueiesa 
5,  730,  10  TEL  AVIV  MUSEUM  * 
6961297  27  Shad  Hameiekh  Boulevard 
Once  lMue  Warriors  5,  8, 10 

HAIFA 

CINEMA  CAHiAMAMI  *315755  Farin- 
9H74r  (M*gnwnd63a  9*  A  WMkln 
tire  Clauds  930  AT2M0N 1-5  *  073003 
Golden  Eye  4d5,  045,  9rt5  *  Some¬ 
thing  to  Taft  Aboute^adee  430,  7, 
915  *  Assassins  415,  7, 9:15  CteEMA 
CAFE  MORIAH  *  242477  The  Bridges 
Crf  Matfson  County 71 5, 930  ORLY  The 
Postman  7,  915  PANORAMA  1-3  * 
382020  nimleov  1 1  arru,  430, 7, 930  ★ 
The  n—kafhetl  Dteriee  7, 930  *  Paaa- 
orer  Fever  7. 920  *  The  Golden  Mall 
Qerig  ll  ajn,  430  *  Water  World  430 
*  Gafctan  Eye  11  am  RAV-GAT  1-2  * 
674311  •  Mortal  Coafoet  4  -45, 7  *  The 
Ureal  Suapecte  915  *  An  hdbn  to  the 
Oroboard  *  Sevan  43a  7, 915  RAV- 
MOfl  1-7  *  84168908  *  Lovesick  on  • 
Nana  StneteThe  PoetmureThe  Usual 
Ihnsirte  7,  915  *  Seven  7,  915  *  A 
Waft  to  tfM  Clouds  *45. 915  *  Santa 
Clause  4:45, 7  *The  Net4’A5, 7, 915  * 
An  Indten  in  fto  Cupbored  5  *  Contra, 
Cotrina  4^5  *  a  Goofy  Movie  (Hebrew 
dtetogue)  5  *  Sleeping  Beauty  RAV-OR 


Bell  18.-00  Hugo  1&30  Uttie  Monsters 
18:00  Casper  and  Friends  19:30 
]Jree*e  Company  20:00  Married  with 
Children  2030  Family  Ties  20.-55  The 
Brady  Bunch  21  -JO  Cheers  21  s45  CSfre 

■  SECOND  SHOWING  (6) 

22:00  La  Voca  de  (a  Luna  (1989)  -  Fb- 
denoo  FeBtoTs  teat  ftim  is  an  enchoWno 
fantasy  abort  a  port  and  a  sewage  worker 
who  set  out  to  bring  the  moon  down  to 
earth.  Starring  Roberto  Benin  (115  mins) 
00:00  Dr.  Petkrt  (1990)  -  historical 
French  drama  set  during  WWJI  abort  a 
Parisian  doctor  who  helps  Jews  escape  to 
Argentina.  But  foe  good  doctor  also  has  a 
daric  secret  (97  nfins) 

■  DISCOVERY  (8) 

8  DO  Open  LWvereUy.  sodol  Sciences 
and  Education  12D0  Magic  or  Matfdne 
13:00  Knute  Rockne  14400  Open  Urt- 
varstty  (repeat  of  morning's  programs) 
16=00  Magic  or  MtxSdne  17:00  Krjrt 
Rockne  18D0  Open  Unirentity  (repeat  of 
morning’s  programs}  20D0  Underwater 
Wbrfcf  21  DO  Survival  21  DO  Patooworid 
88D01he  Next  Step  22:30  Wbndere  of 
tl18  LMversa  23D0  Underwater  World 
23:45  Open  UnversBy  (repeat  at  morn¬ 
ing's  programs) 

■  rrv  3  (33) 

17.-00  Cartoons  17:30  The  Hatwani 
Gate  -  Egyptian  series  18DO  Panorama 
-  MJdeast  Magazine  19:DO  News  in  Ara- 
bic  1fo30  Songs  WS  Loved  20D0  Mabat 
news  20r4S  Nostalgia  21:15  David 
Groza  in  concert  22:20  Spanish  music 
23:45  Ctosedown 

■  ETV  2  (23) 

15DO  Hay  Dad  16:00  Human  Htatoty  to 
TV  (ipt)  16:30  J' accuse  (ipt)  18:00 
Keep  Fit  18:15  Cape  Rebel  19:00  Ex¬ 
ams  -  Are  they  nsrtty  necessary?  19D0 
On  Second  Thoughts  20:00  A  New  Eve¬ 
ning  (with  Russian  subtitles)  20D0  Hey 
Dad  (ipt)  21:00  Zero  Hour  -  Education 
'  »  21  &40  Master  Ctase  with  Arthur 
'  ,  Pablo  Casab  and  tease  Stem 

■  SUPER  CHANNEL 

6:00  FT  Report  6:16  US  Market  Write 
B:30  tiffiC  News  7.-00  TTN  News  7:15 
US  Maricet  Wrap  7DO  Starts  and  Deals 
8D0  Today  lODO  Supershop  11:00 
European  Money  Wheal  16:30  The 
Squartk  Bax  17:00  US  Money  Wheel 
18D0  FT  Business  Tonight  19D0  FTN 
News  1920  Creature  Comforts  20:30 
The  Setina  Scott  Show  21:30  Drtefine 
22D0  (TN  News  23  DO  The  Tonight 
Shew  with  Jpy  Leno  00:00  Supereport 
1:00  FT  Business  Tonight  1:30  NBC 
News 

■  STAR  PLUS 

6:00  Beverty  tMtae  6:30  Sunshine 
Cutaina  7:00  E!  TV  7:30  Donahue  8:30 
Santa  Barbara  ODO  The  Bold  and  foe 
Beautiful  10.-00  Oprah  WMrey  11:00 
Remington  Steele  12:00  Sunshine  Crt- 
sine  12D0  EITV  13:00  Small  Wonder 
13D0  Star  Trek  14D0  Batman  1BD0 
Home  and  Away  15.30  ErABrtrtmwnk 
Tonight  16:00  M*A*S*H  16D0  Doogto 
Hawser  MD.  17:00  Anything  But  Love 
17D0  NYPD  Blue  18:30  The  Bold  and 
the  Beautiful  18:00  Santa  Barbara 
20D0  Hard  copy  »D0  The  Extraordi¬ 
nary  21  DO  Picket  Fiancee  22:30  Brier- 
tatoment  Tonight  23:00  Oprah  Winfrey 
OODO  Hard  Copy  00:30  Home  red 


CINEMA 


1-6  •  246553  *  Lovesick  on  None 
'Strevt«The  Postman  7, 9:1 5*  The  Sen¬ 
te  Clause  4:45, 7, 9rl  5;*  The  Net  4*5, 7, 
.9:15*  AGoofy  Movie  (Hebrew  dialogue) 
5;  *  Corrtna,  Corrine 
ARAD 

STAR  B  950904  Somrthtog  to  Trtk 
About  7TI5. 9:46  *  Aaaasatoe  *  Han  of 
A*  Houae  *  The  Basfcrtbofl  Dteriee 
9A5  *  The  Net  735  *  Steeping  Beauty 
(Hebrew  dtetogue)  *  Passover  Fever 
7:1 5,  945  *  The  Jungle  Book 

ASHDOD 

G^.  GK.  Smoke  10  *  An  Indian  In  the 
Cupboard  5,  730  *  HOrtrt  Combat 
1130  aun.,  5.  730,  10;  5,  730,  10  * 
Spectes*The  Net  5. 730, 10  *  Thurobe- 
BnavTIie  Golden  Itefl  Gang*  Lovesick 
on  Nane  Street  5^  730  *  A  Waft  to  the 
Clouds  10  *  Little  Giants  1130  am. 
aa  OR1 1-3*  711223  GoMm  Eye 430, 
735,  10  *  Goofy  (Hebrew  dtetogue)  * 
Ctoatesa  5, 73a  10;  *  The  Bridges  of 
Madteon  County  43a  7:15. 10 
ASHKELON 

aa  Gti.  Golden  Eye  430,  735.  10;  * 
Clueless  5,  730,  10;  *  Specte**So- 
mrtWng  to  lUk  About  5. 730, 10  *  The 
RsvketbeB  Dteriee  5, 73a  10  *  Men  of 
the  HomevTlw  Jungle  BooksThe  Gold¬ 
en  MeB  Gang  rt  5,  73a  9*5  *  Seven 
4345,  735, 9*5  *  Sente  CtaUSS  5,  73a 
9>J5  *  Lovesicfc  on  Nans  Street  9*5  * 

A  Goofy  Movie  (Hebrew  cfatogue)*An 
Incflan  In  the  Cupboard  5  *  Mortal  Com¬ 
bat  730 
BAT  YAM 

RAV  CHEN  *  5531077  Something  to 
Talk  AbouteCfueteee  9:46  *  Suite 
Reuse  a  730  *  Seven  735,  9*5  * 
Golden  Eye  4:45, 735, 9*-4G  *  The  Usual 
Suspects  73a  045  *  The  Net  5,  73a 
9:45  *  Pocahontas  (Hebrew  dialogue)  * 
Smoke  73a  9:45  *  A  Goods  Movie  5  * 
Mortal  Combat  5,  730  *  An  todten  In 
the  Cupboard  5  5 
BEERSHEBA 

aa  GIL  GoMon  Eye  43a  7:15,  10;  * 
Species  445,  7:15,  9:45  *  duetaee  5. 
73a  10:  *  Samathtog  to  Taft  About 
4345.  735,  9:45;  *  The  GoMm  MeB  . 
Gang  *  Men  of  foe  House  *  RAV-NE- 
GEV  1-4  «  235278  Seven  4:45.  7:15, 

9345  *  Lovesick  on  Nana  Street  9345  * 
An  Incfian  In  foe  Cupboard  *  Sente 
Clause  5,  730.  9345  *  The  Usual  Sus¬ 
pects  730. 9:45*  Mortal  Combat  5. 730 
*  A  Goofto  Movte  5 

DMONA 

HECHAL  HATARBAUT  The  NsLB 
EILAT 

KOLNOA  EILAT  Lovesick  on  Nana 
Street  730, 10  *  A  Wrift  In  foe  Ctoude 

735,  945 

HADGRA 

LEV  1-4  Golden  Eye  5.  7:15.  9*^5;  * 
Sente  Clause  5  *  Something  to  Taft 
About 5. 73 5. 9:45*  A  Goofy  Movie  5* 
The  Usual  Suspscts  73a  10  *  Love¬ 
sick  on  Nana  Street  730, 10 
HERZUYA 

DANIEL  HOTEL  A  Man  of  No  Impor¬ 
tance  730,  930 

KFAR  SAVA 

aG.  GIL  .★  The  Bridges  of  Madteon 
County  10  *  Lovesicfc  on  Nana  street  * 
Sente  Ctauee  *  Something  to  TMk 
About  73a  10  *  Martel  Comb*  5, 730. 

10  *  The  Golden  Melt  Gang 
WRYAT  BIALIK 

aa  WRYON 1-9 *779166 *  Species 7, 
930  *  Assassins  7, 930  *  Specie*  7, 
930  *  Something  to  Taft  About 7. 930- 

WRYAT  ONO 

MATNAS  smoke*  Mrtl  of  the  House 
KIRYAT  SHEHDNA 
aa  GIL  Golden  Eye  *  Species  930  * 
Mortal  Combet 430. 7;  *  Thtsnbeflna  * 
Lovesick  on  Nana  Street 

LOD 

STAR  The  Nat  7:15,  045  *  The  Page- 
master  (Hebrew  tfabgue)  *  The  Basket¬ 
ball  Dteriee  736,  045  *  Spectee  735. 

9346 

NAHAfHYA 

HECHAL  HATARBUT  Steeping  Beauty* 
Smoke  830 

NESS  730NA 

as.  GIL  1-4  •  404729  Something  To 

TMk AboutS, 73a  10  *  Spectee 5. 73a 


Away  1:00  The  Sutfvans 

■  CHANNEL  5 

6:30  -  8D0  Bodies  in  motion  16:00 
Bodies  in  moOon  1030  National  league 
soccer  T7D0  (to  be  announced)  1»30 
National  league  vo&ytjaB  1930  Live 
Premier  league  soccer  Man  Utdvs  New¬ 
castle  21:60  Live  Premier  league  soccer. 
Bolton  vs  Leeds  OODO  Boxing 

■  EUROSPORT 

9D0  Motorsports  magazine  11D0 1996 
European  Cup  soccer  preview  13:00  Eur- 
oskl  1330  Afoletica  15i30  Show  jump¬ 
ing  16:30  strongman  17D0  Motorcy- 
cltag  18:30  Adventure  sport  10:30 
Granada-Drtcgr  rally  2030  Eurosport 
21:00  Kick-boxing  22:00  Aerobics 
23:00  T)uS(  racing  00:00  Granada-Oa- 
ksr  refiy  1:00  Show  jumping  2:00  Euro- 
sport  news 

■  PRIME  SPORTS 

6:00  Boards  7 DO  Cricket  8D0  Darts 
9;OQ  Binards  10:00  Rugby  had  at  tame 
1030  Wal*  sports  magazine  11D0  Bfl- 
Sante  12:00  MotoroydinB  13D0  Chl- 
nsse  sports  stars  14rtlO  US  Open  tonrts 

highDghtS  16D0  Boxing  18:00  Thai  bat¬ 
ing  19:00  Chinese  sports  stare  1830 
Cricket  20DO  World  Cup  soccer  1978: 
Argentina  vs  France  22:30  KtHards 

OO^SO  Sports  magaztoa  1 :00  Grand  Prix 
megazine  2DO  Rttbol  munctial 

■  BBC  WORLD 

Marat  on  the  hour  6D0  BBC  Nowaday 
638  Top  Gear  10D5  Horizon  1136 
Time  Out:  F8m  *95  14:16  Panorama 
16:18  World  Business  Raport  1530 
AstePacfflc1tfc2»  Time  Out  The  CJcfoes 
Show  17:06  Worid  Debate  18DB  To¬ 
morrow’s  World  19:25  Top  Gear  22:06 
Rough  Guide  to  the  World's  Islands 
2335  Food  and  Drink  00.-00  Worid 
Business  Raport 


RADIO 


■  VOICE  OF  MUSIC 

6:06  Morning  Concert  9:05  Weber: 
Quintet  to  B  flat  for  darinrt  and  strings  op 
34  (Nash  Ens);  Mozart  Bassoon  concerto 
in  B  fiat;  Bruch:  Scottish  Fantasy  for  violin 
and  orch;  Schumann:  Symphony  no  4; 
Barter  Symphonic  fantastlque  12.-00 
Light  Ctesstoel  -  works  by  GHtianL  Paga¬ 
nini,  Rodrigo,  Castelnuovo-Tedesco 
13D0  VloSniat  Maxim  Wengrov-  Glaru- 
nov:  Yiofln  concerto  In  A  mtoor  (arffo  Berfin 
POMbbado);  TchaKawsky:  Viofin  concerto 
in  D  (with  Bertn  PO/Abbado)  14.-06  En- 
core  16:00  Keys  IB  DO  Beethoven:  Pi¬ 
ano  concerto  in  E  to  posth^  Schubert 
Winterretae  song  cycle  (Schrator,  Schtif) 
18:00  Debussy:  4  Pretodee  (Zimmerman, 
piano);  Vaughan  Wffisma:  6  Stories  in 
Engkah  FoBcGong  for  ctarinet  and  ptano; 
Reinecke:  7  Songs  (Groesmeyer,  Stivert; 
Chopkc  Sonata  in  G  minor  for  cello  and 
ptano  op  65  (Du  Pre,  Barenboim);  Fauna: 
Ptano  quartet  no  1  to  C  minor  op  15;  Pou¬ 
lenc;  Stofortette;  Satie:  Jack  to  foe  Boor 
20D6  Lfturgica  95  -Jerusalem  Sympho¬ 
ny  OrchestnHBA;  Jauna  Mudte.  Vilnius 
Municipal  Choir,  cond.  Vacfovas  Augue- 
tines;  soUsis/cond.  Ntahotas  McGegan. 
Handel:  Judas  Maccabaeus  oratorio 
23D0  Golden  Generation-  soprano  Oda 
Slobodskaya  and  tenor  Vtadtotir  Rosing 


10  *  Golden  Eye. 430. 7:15, 10  *  Chre- 
teee  5. 730. 10  ★  Steeptop  Beauty  (Hi- 
brew  eSMogue)  *  An  Indten  hr  the  Cup- 

.n.nf' 

NETANYA 

aa  GIL  1-5*628452 Golden  Ey*43a 
7TI5,  10  *  Spedes  S.  730.  10  *  Ctoe- 
tow 5, 730, 10  *  Man  oftaoHouseelhe 
Golden  Hell  Gang  *  The  Bridges  of 
Merteon  County  5.  730, .10  *  Some¬ 
thing  to  T«k  About  5,  730,  10  *  The 
Jungte  Book  RAV  CHEN  Seven  4-/45, 
7TI5,  045  *  Hie  Nat  9:45  *  Santa 
Ctauaa 730  *  The  Usual  Suapecte  730. 
9*5  *  Lovesicfc  on  Nana  Street  9:45 
OR  AWVA 

RAVCHEN  Mortal  Combat  7, 930  *  The 
Santa  Ctauee  7, 930;  *  Smoke  7, 830  * 
Steeping  Beauty 

OR  YEHUDA 

G.G.  GIL  The  Bridges  of  Martson  Coun¬ 
ty  5,  730. 10  *  ThumbaOna  *  Golden 
Eye* Assassins  4:45.  735,  10  *  Pass- 
over  Fever  5, 73a  10  *  Sleeping  Beau¬ 
ty  (Hebrew  dialogue 
PETAH  TBCVA 

aa  HECHAL  *  A  Goofy  Movie  *  Gold¬ 
en  Eye  430. 7:15, 10  *  Ctuetes  5.  73a 
10  *  Sente  Ctauee  5, 730  *  Spectee  10 

RA’ANANA 

PARK  The  Net  «?St  P  10,  123ft  10.  * 
Seven  Sunsf  Sun.,  5,  730,  10  *  Cfue- 
toss  73ft  10  *  GoMm  Eye 5, 730. 10  * 
Smoke  73a  10  *  Mortal  Combat  5. 730 
*  A  Goofy  Movte  5  *  An  tartan  in  foe 
Cupboard  5 

RAMAT  GAN 

RAV-GAN  1-4  *  6197121s  The  Usual 
SoapecteeSmoteeLoveelck  on  Nana 
Street  73a  9*5  *  A  Waft  In  the  Ctouds 
9ri5  *  The  Santa  Ctauee  5,  730;  *  A 
Goofy  Movie  (Hebrew  dtetogue)  5;  *  An 
indten  in  foe  Cupboard  5;  *  Corrine, 
Contra  5*  Mortal  Combat  *  RAV-OA- 
SS  1-3  *  6730687  Gofctan  Eye  4:45, 
7rt5,  9-45;  *  Mortal  Combat  ft  730. 
9-45;  *  Sevan  4:45, 7ri5,  ft45  *  Conina. 
Conina  *  Sleeping  Beauty 

RAMAT  HASHAHON 

KOKHAV  *  5401979  Smoke  73ft  930  * 

Steeping  Beauty 

REHOVOT 

CHEN  1—4  *  382864  Golden  Eye  4:45, 
7.-1A  9ri5:  ★  A  Goofy  Movie  *  The  Uau- 
sl  Suapecte  7rl5. 9:45  *  Mortal  Combat 
5, 7.-15;  *  The  Santa  Ctauee  *  Lovesick 
on  Nana  Street  10 

RiSHON  LEZKM 

GAL  1-5  *  9819689  Seven  1 1  am,  730, 
10, 1230;  1130  ajiu  2.  5.  73ft  10;  11 
aJit.  13ft  5,  730,  1ft  6,  730,  10  * 
Mortal  Combat  11  am,  1,  730,  ift  5, 
730  ★  The  Brtgee  of  Madteon  County 
10  *  CIimIbsb  5,  730.  10  *  The  Usual 
Suspects  73ft  10, 1230;  5,  73ft  10  * 
Steeping  Beauty  *  Spectee  10  *  Santa 
Ctauaell  8JIL,  1,73ft  1130ajTL,  2, 5, 
730;  5, 730  HAZAHAV  Golden  Eye  735, 
1ft  *  Something  to  Talk  About  5, 73ft 
1ft  *  A  Goofy  Movie  5, 730  *  Thumbe- 
Ona  (Hebrew  dialogue)  *  RAV  CHEN  * 
9670503*  Mortal  Comb*  730.  9:46;  * 
The  Net  ft45  *  Seven  4:45, 7^5,  MS  * 
Santa  Ctauee  5, 730  *  A  Goofy  llovle  5 
RISHON  12  Zadai  St  The  Innocent  end 
the  Free  STAR  1-4  *  96199B5-7  27  U- 
shbsky  SL  The  Net  73ft  10  *  The  Jhm- 
Bfo  Book  *  An  tndtan  In  foe  Cupboard 
730  *  Paaiover  Fever  io  *  Escape 
From  Absalom  *  A  Waft  fen  the  Ctouds 
73ft  10*  The  Pagemaater  (Hebrew  dtar- 
tagua)  *  Lovesick  on  Nana  Strata  73ft 
10  *  Nine  Months  +  Free  Willy  2 

UPPER  NAZARETH 
G.G  GIL  Spedtt  •Something  to  Taft 
About  430. 7. 930  *  Man  of  foe  Hou- 
aaeSteepfng  Beauty  (Hebrew  dtetogue) 
*CbMteea*Mortfd  Combat  43ft  7, 930 

*  Lovesick  on  Nana  Street  4:45, 7, 930 

*  ThumbaOna  *  Golden  eye  430.  7, 
930  *  The  Bridget  of  Madteon  County 
4:45.  7, 930  *  Uttta  Giants 

YEHUD 

RAV-CHEN  Savyonkn  Seven  7:15,  ft45  * 
The  Usual  Suspects  730,  ft45  +  Santa 
Ctauee 5. 730, 045  *Lovaafok  on  Nana 
Street  945  *  An  tndtan  in  foe  Cupboard 
5,  730  *  Mortal  Combat  5  *  A  Goofy 
Movie  (Hebrew  c0alogue5  •  Phone  resatu 
vatlons:  Tel  Avtv  52S2244  *  Photw  tw 
•rvatiora:  Helfa  728878.  Ail  times  raw 
pm.  unteec  otherwise  Indicated. 
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Gov’t  assured 
of  majority 
for  budget  vote 


EVELYN  GORDON 


THE  government  yesterday  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  assuring  itself  of 
enough  votes  to  pass  the  1996 
budget,  but  is  still  grappling  with 
the  problem  of  ensuring  that  the 
necessary  voters  are  in  the  Knes¬ 
set  at  the  right  times. 

Finance  Minister  Avraham 
Shohat  agreed  to  United  Torah 
Judaism's  request  that  additional 
classrooms  be  built  for  its 
schools,  thereby  ensuring  that 
the  party's  four  MKs  will  abstain 
on  the  budget  instead  of  voting 
against. 

MK  Avraham  Ravitz  (UTJ) 
explained  that  since  Shohat  had 
not  given  them  as  much  as  they 
wanted,  they  could  not  vote  for 
the  budget,  but  he  had  given 
them  enough  that  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  vote  against. 

In  addition,  Tsomet  unexpect¬ 
edly  promised  to  offer  Shohat  a 
safety  net  against  extortion  from 
coalition  members  or  allies. 

"If  the  custom  of  last-minute 
extortion  reappears...  we  will 
provide  backing...  so  that  the 
budget  will  not  be  expanded,” 
Tsomet  leader  Rafael  Eitan  said 
at  a  press  conference,  explaining 
that  increasing  the  size  of  the 
budget  would  be  bad  for  the  en¬ 
tire  economy.  "We  are  looking  at 
this  matter  from  a  national  view¬ 
point,  and  not  as  an  attempt  to 
topple  the  government.'' 

This  promise  does  not  extend 
to  opposition  amendments,  Eitan 
said,  but  would  offer  protection 
against  the  demands  of  the  Arab 
parties  or  maverick  Labor  MKs. 

Shohat  is  still  negotiating  with 
Shas  and  the  Arab  parties,  how¬ 
ever,  and  it  seems  likely  that  he 
will  reach  some  kind  of  agree¬ 


ment  with  one  or  both. 

He  has  promised  the  Arab  par¬ 
ties  a  proposal  on  their  demand 
to  eliminate  the  property  tax  on 
inherited  property  today,  since 
without  a  solution  to  this  issue, 
both  Hadash  and  the  DAP  have 
sworn  to  vote  against  the  budget 
and  to  leave  the  blocking  major¬ 
ity  altogether. 

However,  it  is  not  dear  that 
the  Arabs  would  really  vote 
against  the  government  on  politi¬ 
cal  issues,  which  is  where  their 
support  is  most  needed. 

Meanwhile,  however,  poor  co¬ 
alition  discipline  enabled  the  Li¬ 
kud  to  pass  a  bunch  of  amend¬ 
ments  to  one  section  of  the 
Economic  Arrangements  Law  at 
about  7:30  yesterday  morning. 
Likud  MKs  hid  in  their  cars  and 
then  rushed  in  for  the  votes,  and 
passed  the  amendments  by  such 
margins  as  14-11. 

The  defeat  is  no  more  than  a 
nuisance  to  the  government, 
since  Knesset  Finance  Commit¬ 
tee  chairman  Gedalya  Gal  (La¬ 
bor)  promptly  withdrew  the  sec¬ 
tion  and  returned  it  to 
committee,  where  it  was  repassed 
in  its  original  form  and  returned 
to  the  plenum  for  a  revote  -  wrath 
a  whole  new  set  of  proposed 
amendments,  which  could  add 
several  hours  to  the  debate. 

However,  the  embarrassment 
prompted  an  emergency  meeting 
of  the  coalition,  at  which  Prime 
Minister  Shimon  Peres  ordered 
telegrams  sent  to  all  absent  MKs 
demanding  their  immediate  pres- 
ence.  Hie  meeting,  said  faction 
chairman  Ra’anan  Cohen,  was 
meant  primarily  to  chastise  er¬ 
rant  ministers. 


AROUND  THE  WORLD 


CTiarakh  President  Nursultan  Nazaerbayev  (foreground)  toon  the  Knesset  yesterday  with  Knesset  Speaker  Shevah  Weiss 
(center),  who  explains  the  photo  display  mounted  in  memory  of  prime  minister  Yitzhak  Rabin.  (Isaac  Hand) 

Khazakh  president  arrives  for  state  visit 


NURSULTAN  Nazaerbayev,  president  of 
the  predominantly  Modem  republic  of  Ka¬ 
zakhstan,  began  a  two-day  state  visit  here 
yesterday,  expressing  the  hope  that  his  coun¬ 
try's  economic  ties  with  Israel  would  be  fur¬ 
ther  strengthened. 

During  a  meeting  at  the  Knesset  with 
speaker  Shevah  Weiss,  he  said  his  country 
would  be  opening  an  embassy  here  shortly. 
He  is  expected  to  announce  this  today. 

At  a  brief  meeting  last  night  with  Foreign 
Minister  Ehnd  Barak,  Nazaerbayev  promised 
to  make  inquiries  with  Teheran  as  to  the  fate 
of  mi&ring  navigator  Ron  Arad.  The  Khazakh 
president  said  that  though  his  country  main¬ 
tains  excellent  ties  with  Iran,  it  posed  no 
conflict  with  its  ties  to  Western  countries. 


BATSHEVA  TSUR  arid  Mm  . 

including  Israel. 

Accompanied  by  a  110-member  delegation 
-including  his  foreign  minister  and  four  other 
cabinet  ministers,  senior  government  officials 
and  economic  experts  -  Nazaerbayev  was  wel¬ 
comed  here  in  the  morning  by  President  Ezer 
Weazman  and  cabinet  members  at  a  ceremony 
at  Beit  HanassL 

“I  am  optimistic  drat  we  shall  succeed  in 
furthering  tire  good  economic  ties  between 
us,”  Nazaerbayev  said. 

The  ceremony  was  momentarily  disrupted 
when  two  soldiers  standing  to  attention  in  the 
honor  guard  fainted.  They  were  treated  on 
the  spot.  The  two  were  said  to  have  been 


suffering  from  flu,  which  was  exacerbated  by 
the  long  wart  in  the  sun. 

During  the  visit,  an  accord  ensuring  that 
economic  agreements  will  be  carried  out  is 
due  to  be  signed.  This  follows  misunderstand¬ 
ings  between  Israeli  investors,  notably  Shoul 
Esenberg,  and  the  Khazakhstan  authorities, 
Israel  Radio  reported. 

After  laying  a  wreath  at  prime  minister 
Yitzhak  Rabin’s  grave  on  ML  Herzl,  Nazaer¬ 
bayev  toured  YadVashem,  where  he  wrote  in 
the  guest  book:  “The  Fascists  and  those  who 
hate  human  beings  reject  the  right  to  live 
granted  to  man  by  God.  Mankind  has  to  be  on 
its  guard  to  prevent  racism  and  fascism.” 

Last  night,  Weizman  and  bis  wife,  Renma, 
hosted  a  state  dinner  in  honor  of  the  guests. 
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Knesset  to  try  eliminating  filibusters  -  next  year 


THE  Knesset  House  Committee 
plans  to  try  to  eliminate  die  annu¬ 
al  budget  filibuster  next  year,  af¬ 
ter  MKs  and  Knesset  legal  advi¬ 
sors  heaped  scorn  on  the 
extremes  to  which  the  current 
system  has  gone. 

However  the  committee 
agreed  that  it  would  be  wrong  to 
try  to  change  the  rules  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  this  years  debate. 


EVELYN  GORDON 


Anna  Schneider,  the  Knesset 
Finance  Committee’s  legal  advi¬ 
sor' and  the  person  in  (marge  of 
preparing  proposed  amendments 
to  the  budget  and  the  accompa¬ 
nying  Economic  Arrangements 
Law,  complained  bitterly  about 
the  quality  of  many  of  the  amend¬ 
ments,  which  are  submitted  only 


4  ONE-DAY  TRIPS 

with  Shorashim  &  The 
Jerusalem  Post  Travel  Club 

Spend  a  day  away-from-it-all  on  one  of  Sharubhn's  entertaining 
and  enlightening  English  speaking  trips.  YbnTl  meet  your  sort  of 
people,  visit  off-the-£eaten-tiack  places  and  hear  interesting  and 
informative  explanations  front  authoritative  guides. 

Space  is  limited  so  book  eariy  and  avoid  disappointment 

Monday  UNDERGROUND  JERUSALEM 

January  15  Limited  to  30  persons,  this  tour  is  always  sold  out, 

so  get  in  quick.  Well  visit  the  City  of  David,  the 
Warren  Shaft,  die  tunnels  of  the  Western  Wall,  the 
Herodian  quarter  and  the  first  Temple  modeL  Join  a 
tour  of  the  bidden  dty,  a  place  where  the  sun 
never  shines,  the  dark,  mysterious 
underground  Jerusalem. 

NIS 140  (not  mduding  lunch). 

Tour  guide:  YONI  SHAPIRO 

Saturday  SATURDAY  IN  TALBIYE 

January  20  Led  by  DAVID  KROYANKER,  architect  and 

eminent  authority  on  Jerusalem  architecture,  well 

tour  the  capital’s  most  prestigious  neighborhood. 

Built  by  the  worthies  of  Beduehem  and.  RamaQah 
during  tiie  British  Mandate,  the  choice  materials 
and  high  braiding  standards  make  a  visit  to  this 
area  a  must  for  those  wanting  to  understand  fae 

Wfemeet  at  the^r^lem  Theater  at  930  amu  Tbur 
ends  at  1230  pun.  NIS  55. 

Wednesday  RETURN  TO  BEIT  SHEAN 

January  31  Thousands  of  years  of  history,  Greek;  Roman, 

Pagan,  Jewish,  now  revealed  for  all  to  see.  Theaters, 
temples,  bath-houses,  markets,  frescoes,  houses  of 
HI  repute.  All  the  beauty  and  cruelty  that  paganism 
offered.  Even  if  you1 Ve  been  before,  come  again, 
because  so  much  more  has  now  been  revealed, 
including  the  Mona  Usa,  in  one  of  the  world's  most 
successful  digs. 

NIS  150  (indue” 
lour] 

Thursday  MARESHA&BETT  GOVRIN 
February  22  Maresha  was  one  of  the  world's  most  important 

trading  cities  of  the  ancient  world.  And  every  year, 
more  and  more  of  this  most  important  site  is 
revealed^  WfeU  visit  the  huge  complex  - 
settlements,  markets,  fortresses,  hidden  caves  and 
escape  paths,  and  die  newly  discovered  Greek 
tower.  And  then,  Beit  Govnn  with  its  Roman 
amphitheater  and  remodeled  Crasader  fortress.  The 
tour  involves  many  stairs. 

NIS  160  (including  full  lundi). 

Tbur  guide:  Archaeologist  AvNER  GOREN 

10%  OFF  WHEN  YOU  BOOK  ALL  FOUR  TOURS 
The  tom  prkvinchideshan^pmtaliopftimJfenisalmgTd  Aviv  and 
return,  entrance  to  all  sites,  background  lectures  and  anthe-spot 
explanations.  Pkknp  and  return,  dr^-off  akmgflie  nxfe  vdien  poaable 
aadarrangedpeforehand. 

Reservations  and  further  information:  g 

SHORASHIM,  FOB  7588, 14  Rehov  Abaifoanel,  1 
Rehavia,  Jerusalem,  91074. 

Tfel  02-666231  (930  ajn,  -3  pjn.) 
Ask  for  Romit  or  lami. 


because  speaking  time  is  allotted 
strictly  according  to  the  number 
of  amendments  an  MK  proposes. 

“There  were  amendments  that 
I  was  genuinely  embarrassed  to 
see,”  die  said,  eating  examples 
such  as  one  to  move  Sde  Dov 
Airport  in  Tel  Aviv  into  the  sea. 

“The  first  rule  of  an  amend¬ 
ment  is...  that  any  amendment 
could  pass,”  agreed  Knesset  legal 
advisor  Zvi  Inbar,  stressing  that  it 
is  therefore  essential  that  only 
reasonable  amendments  be  per¬ 
mitted.  The  Finance  Committee, 
be  added,  is  especially  bad  about 
sending  absurd  amendments  to 
the  plenum. 

“The  legislature  needs  to  take 
itself  seriously,”  he  concluded. 
“But  today,  the  legislature  does 
not  take  itself  seriously.” 

“The  great  danger  of  what  is 
happening...  is  that  it  will  be  a 
severe  blow  to  democracy,  be¬ 
cause  there  is  a  large  public  that 
thinks  this  is  a  Knesset  of 
downs,”  agreed  Avraham  Poraz 
(Meretz).  “We  seem  like  non- 
serious  people  who  have  been  en¬ 
trusted,  to  my  sorrow,  with  im¬ 
portant  affairs  of  state.” 

If  Israel  were  a  company  and 


the  Knesset  Its  board  of  directors, 
he  said,  no  sane  person  would 
invest  in  it 

Silvan  Shalom  (Likud)  was  the 
lone  voice  on  the  other  side,  not¬ 
ing  that  Israel  is  hardly  the  worst 
abuser  of  the  filibuster.  He  cited 
times  m  the  US  Senate  when  a 
senator  simply  stood  up  and  began 
reading  the  New  Testament  Sha¬ 
lom  charged  that  limitiqg  the  sub¬ 
mission  of  amendments  would  in¬ 
terfere  wife  a  Knesset  member's 
ability  to  a  message  across. 

However,  both  Knesset  Speak¬ 
er  Shevah  Weiss  and  committee 
chairman  Elie  Goldschmidt  (La¬ 
bor)  pointed  out  that  there  is  a 
difference  between  a  Senate  fili¬ 
buster,  which  is  just  talk,  and  the 
Israeli  version,  which  requires 
submitting  ridiculous  amend¬ 
ments  to  enable  the  filibuster.  • 

At  one  point  the  discussion 
turned  vidous,  when  DaHa  Itzik 
(Labor)  ,  at  whose  request  it  was 
held,  said  Michael  Eitan  (Likud) 
“seems  to  me  like  [Knesset  down 
Yosef]  Bar  Gad  in  another  suit” 
Eitan  and  Dan  Tiehon  (Likud) 
deft  the  meeting  in  anger,  and 
both  Weiss  and  Goldschmidt  said 
the  insult  was  out  of  place,  and 
demanded  that  Itzik  withdraw 
her  words. 


Tsomet  decision  to  prevent 
budget  extortion  is 
a  recognition  of  reality 


COMMENT 


EVELYN  GORDON 


TSOMETS  decision  to  give  the  government  a  “safety  net”  against 
extortion  by  coalition  members  and  allies  was  less  a  political  shift  than  a 
recognition- of  reality. 

As  Tsomet  MKs  explained,  it  is  dear  that  the  government  can  muster 
the  votes  to  pass  tbebudget  in  any  case  by  giving  in  to  the  demands  of 
either  the  Arab  parties  or  the  haretfim.  And  past  experience,  they  say, 
shows  that  the  government  will  give  in  to  such  demands  rather  than  risk 
having  die  budget  defeated,  since  tins  is  the  equivalent  of  losing  a  no- 
confidence  vote. 

Tsomet  points  to  the  debade  in  May  over  the  expropriation  of  land  in 
Jerusalem  as  proof  The  Arab  parties  declared  a  vote  of  no-confidence  jn 
tin  government  over  the  issue,  and  the  right-wing  parties,  desperate  to 
unseal  the  government  at  any  price,  announced  that  it  would  vote  with 
the  Arabs  even  though  it  approved  of  the  expropriations,  hi  Older  to  stay 
in  power,  the  government  therefore  gave  in  to  the  Arabs’  demands  at  the 
last  mninte  and  canceled  the  expropriations. 

Havi^oondiiidedtiiatbimgi^dc^tiiegovemnc^is'notareafistkr 
possibility,  the  only  choice  remaining,  said  Tsomet,  is  whether  the  budget 
that  ultimately  passes  is  the  one  the  government  wants,  or  one  .that 
inefodes  additional  special  allocations  tp  the  Arabs,  the  haredhn,  or  both. 

Clearly,  the  latter  option  is  worse  for  tbe  country,  the  partysaid,  since 
additional  government  spending  will  increase  inflation,  women  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  payments  and  have  other  negative  consequences. 

“So  in  this  way  we  can  do  something  for  Israel,”  explained  MR  Etiezer 
Zandberg. 


Hizbullah  claims  it  damaged  IDF  tank  in  security  zone 


AN  IDF  tank  was  damaged  dur¬ 
ing  a  long-range  attack  by  Hiz¬ 
bullah  gunmen  on  an  outpost  in 
the  eastern  sector  of  the  security 
zone  yesterday. 

No  one  in  the  tank  or  outpost 
was  injured.  2DF  gunners  re¬ 
turned  fire. 

Reports  from  Lebanon  said 


DAVID  RUDGE 


gunmen  fired  mortars  and  Sag¬ 
ger  anti-tank  missiles  at  the 
IDFs  Dabsha  position  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  sparking  a  relatively 
heavy  exchange  of  fire. 

According  to  the  reports,  IDF 
gunners  blasted  terrorist  pori- 


THE  KNESSET 


Tomorrow,  Thursday,  December  28, 
there  will  be  no  tours  of  the  Knesset  building, 
because  the  Knesset  wiU  be  sitting 
to  consider  the  state  budget 


tions  north  of  the  zone  in  the 
Nabatiya  area  in  response  to  tbe 
attack. 

Hizbullah,  in' a  statement  is-^ 
sued  in  Beirut,- churned  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  attack,  saying  it 
had  been  witnessed _by  residents 
of  Nabatiya. 

The  organization  said  it  had 
filmed  the  incident  on  video, 
which  it  intended  to  screen  on 
its  own  television  station: 

Meanwhile  Hizbullah’s  rival, 
the  Amal  group,  claimed  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  a  separate  attack 


on  IDF  and  South  Lebanese 
Army  positions  in  the  Kantara 
region  early  yesterday  morning. 
There  were  no  casualties  among 
IDF  or  SLA  troops  in  that  inci¬ 
dent. 

Also  yesterday,  Lebanese  se¬ 
curity  sources  reported  that  a  7- 
year-old  boy  was  killed  in  a  land 
mine  explosion  near  the  border. 
Renters  reported.  - 

The  sources  said  Hussein  Nahh 
Ibrahim  Mohsen  was  killed  in¬ 
stantly  Monday  afternoon  when 
he  tripped  over  a  land  mine  in  the 
village  of  Kfar  Kila,  just  one  me¬ 
ter  from  the  border.  ■ 


Winning  numbers  mid  cards 

In  last  night's  weekly  Lotto  draw¬ 
ing,  the  winning  mnnbos -were  5  , 
8,  10,  13,  24,  44  and  the  addition¬ 
al  number  was  49. 

In  yesterday’s  Mifal  Hapayis 
daily  Chance  card  draw,  the 
lucky  cards  were  the  eight  of 
spades,  10  of  hearts,  eight  of  dia¬ 
monds  and  nine  of  clubs. 

Shahak:  Outpost 
abandonment 
is  gross 

irresponsibility 

UAT  COLLINS 

THE  incident  in  which  para¬ 
troopers  abandoned  their  outpost 
in  a  protest  move  was  described 
yesterday  by  IDF  Chief  of  Staff 
Annum  Lipkin-Shahak  as  “gross 
irresponsibility”  and  “a  very  seri¬ 
ous  incident.” 

“We  are  talking  about  32  long- 
serving  soldiers  who  decided  that 
their  company  commander  did 
not  respect  their  rights  as  old- 
timers  and  expressed  their  opin¬ 
ion  by  leaving  their  post,”  Sha¬ 
hak  told  the  Knesset  Foreign 
Affairs  and  Defense  Committee 
yesterday.  "This  is  a  very  serious 
incident,  and  31  of  them  have 
been  sentenced  to  56  days  in  jail. 
It  was  grossly  irresponsible  and 
there  are  no  extenuating  circum¬ 
stances.  Situations  like  tins  do 
arise  occasionally,  but  that’s  no 
excuse.  The -handling  of  tiie  mat¬ 
ter  at  tire  battalion  level  has  not 
yet  ended,  and  tbe  OC  Com¬ 
mander  is  also  continuing  to  deal 
with  it.” 

In  other  matters,  Shahak  said 
the  IDFs  work  plan  for  19%  had 
been  prepared  "with  great  diffi¬ 
culty”  after  the  IDF  had  been 
asked  to  cut  NIS  250  million  to 
NIS  300  million  from  its  budget. 

He  described  1995  as  “a  rela¬ 
tively  good  year.” 

“An  increase  in  incidents  was 
seen  in  south  Lebanon,  but  oo 
the  other  hand  a  certain  drop  in 
incidents  was  seen  in  Gaza.  Last 
year  in  Judea  and  Samaria  was 
similar  to  the  year  before.  This  is 
an  inexplicably  bad  year  regard¬ 
ing  suicides  in  the  IDF,  however 
there  has  been  a  drop  on  the 
number  of  road,  and  training 
accidents.” 

Shahak  said  the  IDF  is  investi¬ 
gating  the  case  of  a  soldier  who 
(bed  from  si  sadden  viral  infec¬ 
tion,  and  one  who  died  from  an 
accidental  gunshot. 
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